A Glimmer of Hopein Central America

By Eric L. Olson

Despitedecade®f United Statesassistance tstrengthen thadministratiorof justiceand
promotetherule of law in CentralAmericds NorthernTriangle—Guatemalakl Salvador, and
Honduras—theregioncontinuego lagin reducingcorruption andmpunity. Accordingto lvan
VelasqueZ, headof the InternationalComtuipsime £sllceXiFting BEicit28 LT doédmuntryevenif

no newcasesvereopened. Roughlg5 percent

2 of Guatemalamunicipalitieshaveno resident

prosecutor.

In El Salvadorprisonsare at330 percenbf capaatgawaitingtrial, andto survivetheyjoin prison gang
crimeandviolence LastyearEl Salvadomhadtheworld' s highest

per100,000 inhabitants

*. In GuatemalandHonduras, asell, backloggedusticesystemsave

led to prison overcrowding.

In Honduras, political andconomiceliteshave stoleranestimateds300million® from

the countrys public healthsystem causinga shortageof medicinesandallegedlycontributingto



the deathsof adozen omorepatients A formerpresideniof Hondurasvasrecentlyextradited
to theU.S.for hisrolein the world socceirfederation(FIFA) scandalwhich allegedlynettedhim
millions. A former vice presiderdf Hondurasandmembersof his family have beemesignated
by the US Treasuryas*“speciallydesignatedharcoticstraffickers © for theirrole in launderg
moneyfor CentralAmericandrugtrafficking organizations.

Corruption andveakrule of law in



donorspoured millionsof dollars’ into modernizingegal systemsrewriting lawsandwriting
newones, and, isomecasesjmprovingcourts physicalinfrastructureandadministration.

Internationalassistancé&ainedthousandsf prosecutors, policenvestigatorsforensicexperts,

andjudges. Foreigmssistance aldeelpedcountriesto









reported, buthe messagés clear:thefight againstcorruption isgaining
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