August 9: Sexually -Harassed Bahraini Women Only Themselves to Blame , Officials Imply

Bahraini officials have issued a warning to two women who were sexually harassed by a group of men at
a public swimming pool, local newspaper Gulf Daily Newsreported. A senior official told the outlet on
Wednesday that the women had been cautioned after avideo of the incident over the weekend garnered
attention on social media. In the viral video, the two women can be seen attempting to leave a pool while
a crowd of rowdy men grope them and shout abuse at them. The footage sparked outrage online with
many Twitter users calling on authorities to investigate the incide nt. (Al Bawaba)

August 8: Egypt: Amal Fathy referral to trial a shocking case of injustice
Today'’s referral to trial of Amal Fathy, an Egyptian activist arrested for posting a video online sharing
her experiences of sexual harassment, is a shocking case of injustice, Amnesty International said‘Instead
of prosecuting perpetrators of violence against women, the Egyptian authorities are persecuting Amal
Fathy for speaking out against sexual harassment. It is a shocking case of injustice. She is a human rights
defender who told her truth to the world and wanted to highlight the vital issue of women’s safety in
Egypt. She isnot a criminal.” On 9 May, Amal Fathy posted a video on her Facebook page in which she
spoke about the prevalence of sexual harassment in Egypt, and criticized the government’s failure to
protect women. She also criticized the government for deteriorating human rights, socioeconomic
conditions and public services.
into the all-powerful State Council. The council issues legal opinions and reviews bills, resolutions
draft contracts for the state and public entities. Nevertheless, Gebali sees



August 12: Iranian female photographer defies football match restrictions

An lIranian photographer has caught the world's attention after she defied restrictions that prevent

women from covering men's sporting events. Parisa Pourtaherian, 26, was unableto enter the Vatani
Stadium in northern Iran to cover a top -flight football match last month. But she was undeterred and
covered the game from a nearby rooftop using a long camera lens Although there's no official ban on
women going to sporting events in Iran, it is rare for them to attend as they are often refused entry. (BBC

News)

August 6: Women must lead Iraq's anti- corruption fight, Baghdad mayor says
When she was a top civil servant, Zikra Alwash worried about education. Now, as mayor of the nation's



August 6: New Israeli Bill Fining Prostitution Clients May Change Thousands of Women's Lives

After many years during which the government, police and courts lent a hand to the quiet
institutionalization of the prostitution industry across the country, the government finally woke up, and
in a revolutionary and precedent -setting move initiated legislation that may lead to the uprooting of this



August 13: Activists urge amendment to unfair, ‘male -centred’ Civil Status Law
Though labelled by women rights activists as “male -centred”, the Civil Status Law has the whole family’s
interest at heart and extensively



August 3: UN-ESCWA and Italy partner to support empowerment of women refugees from Syria



August 3: Hundreds of pregnant women risk death in Yemen: UN

Hundreds of pregnant women in the Yemeni city of Hodeidah risk dying as the escalating conflict puts
medical care out of reach in a country with one of the world’s highest maternal mortality rates, the
United Nations said. The UN Population Fund (UNFPA) said pregnant women were at “extreme risk” as
it became harder to access care, with the maternal death rate likely to have doubled from its 2015 tally of
385 deaths per 100,000 live births(Middle East Monitor )

August 10: How US Sanctions Impede the Women’s Movement in Iran

Given the threat of war between the US and Iran is more real than ever before, and thereimposition of
economic warfare via sanctions—which promises to destabilize the country—women’s rights activists
fear their hard-
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