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August 12: Iranian female photographer defies football match restrictions  
An Iranian photographer has caught the world's attention after she defied restrictions that prevent 
women from covering men's sporting events.  Parisa Pourtaherian, 26, was unable to enter the Vatani 
Stadium in northern Iran to cover a top -flight football match last month.  But she was undeterred and 
covered the game from a nearby rooftop using a long camera lens. Although there's no official ban on 
women going to sporting events in  Iran, it is rare for them to attend as they are often refused entry. (BBC 
News) 
 

Iraq   
August 6: Women must lead Iraq's anti- corruption fight, Baghdad mayor says  
When she was a top civil servant, Zikra Alwash worried about education. Now, as mayor of the nation's 
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August 6:  New Israeli Bill Fining Prostitution Clients May Change Thousands of Women's Lives  
After many years during which the government, police and courts lent a hand to the quiet 
institutionalization of the prostitution industry across the country, the government finally woke up, and 
in a revolutionary and precedent -setting move initiated legislation that may lead to the uprooting of this 
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August 13: Activists urge amendment to unfair, ‘male -centred’ Civil Status Law  
Though labelled by women rights activists as “male -centred”, the Civil Status Law has the whole family’s 
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Syria  

August 3:  UN -ESCWA and Italy partner to support empowerment of women refugees from Syria  
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Yemen  
August 3:  Hundreds of pregnant women risk death in Yemen: UN  
Hundreds of pregnant women in the  Yemeni city of Hodeidah risk dying as the escalating conflict puts 
medical care out of reach in a country with one of the world’s highest maternal mortality rates, the 
United Nations said.  The UN Populat ion Fund (UNFPA) said pregnant women were at “extreme risk” as 
it became harder to access care, with the maternal death rate likely to have doubled from its 2015 tally of 
385 deaths per 100,000 live births. (Middle East Monitor ) 
 

Opinion/analysis  
August 10: How US Sanctions Impede the Women’s Movement in Iran  
Given the threat of war between the US and Iran is more real than ever before, and the reimposition  of 
economic warfare via sanctions—which promises to destabilize the count ry—women’s rights activists 
fear their hard-
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