
 

1 
 

 
 
 
 

 
May 17: How #MeToo and #TimesUp Are Helping Egyptian Women Break the Silence around Sexual 
Violence 

òMovements like Me Too and Timeõs up

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/wsveC73M3VIwOLV2t2x1bG?domain=timesupnow.com
https://edition.cnn.com/2018/05/11/middleeast/egypt-amal-fathy-activist-detained/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2018/05/11/middleeast/egypt-amal-fathy-activist-detained/index.html
http://fortune.com/fortune500/facebook/
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/PczOC5yMyKh2VAp3c8J5X2?domain=soas.ac.uk
http://time.com/5280726/how-metoo-and-timesup-are-helping-egyptian-women-break-the-silence-around-sexual-violence/
http://dostour.eg/2013/topics/regime/Judicial-bodies-2-2/
https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2018/05/egypt-councils-are-ours-project-empower-women-local-election.html
https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2018/05/strong-female-leads-back-in-egypt.html
https://gulfnews.com/news/mena/egypt/egypt-allows-women-on-mosque-boards-1.2226446
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May 24: ‘I don’t Fear Death’ Pioneering Egyptian Feminist Defies Threats 

òEl Saadawiõs writing and political activism have made her many enemies over the intervening eight 
decades, upsetting governments, religious authorities and extremist groups alike. She has received 
countless death threats. Sacked from the health ministry in the 1970s, she was jailed in 1981 after 
criticizing President Anwar Sadat and spent nearly two decades in exile during President Hosni 
Mubarakõs rule. ôWhen I was in jail, the jailer said, ôIf I find paper and pen in your cell, itõs more 
dangerous than if I find a gun,õ El Saadawi told the Thomson Reuters Foundation in an interview in 
London this week.ó (Reuters) 

 
May 12:

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-egypt-women-rights/i-dont-fear-death-pioneering-egyptian-feminist-defies-threats-idUSKCN1IP2V9
http://www.iranhumanrights.org/2018/02/woman-arrested-for-peacefully-protesting-irans-compulsory-hijab-after-policeman-pushes-her-off-platform/
https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2018/05/shaparak-shajarizadeh-twice-arrested-for-allegedly-removing-her-headscarf-in-public-in-iran/
http://www.tehrantimes.com/news/423468/Turkish-women-s-festival-screening-Iranian-movies
https://www.theguardian.com/news/nazanin-zaghari-ratcliffe
https://www.theguardian.com/world/iran
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2018/may/15/boris-johnson-urged-raise-zaghari-ratcliffe-case-iran-counterpart
http://www.rudaw.net/english/middleeast/iran/230520182


https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/what-problem-asks-hassan-rouhani-iran-president-in-showing-women-play-sports-on-tv-1856647
https://www.haaretz.com/middle-east-news/feminist-war-movie-features-iraqi-women-fighting-back-against-isis-1.6078327
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/female-communist-mp-heart-iraqs-holiest-city-1374412216
http://www.rudaw.net/english/people-places/24052018
http://www.jordantimes.com/news/local/women-leadership-councils-empower-syrian-females-make-their-voices-heard%E2%80%99
https://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2018/May-16/449611-lebanese-actress-denounces-gaza-killings-at-cannes.ashx
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May 20: Nadine Labaki Makes Cannes History as First Female Arab Filmmaker to Win Major Prize 

òLebanese filmmaker Nadine Labaki made history at Cannes last night as the first female Arab filmmaker 
to win a major prize in competition. She picked up the Jury Prize for her moving child refugee 
drama Capernaum, which received a 15-minute standing ovation at its premiere screening earlier in the 

week.ó (The National) 

 
May 13: Omantel Hosts First Omani Woman to Ski North Pole 

òA 34 years old enthusiast has made history by becoming the first Omani woman to ski the Geographic 
North Pole. With a major support from Omantel, Anisa Al Raisi joined the ôWomenõs Euro-Arabian North 
Pole Expedition 2018õ and set off for a challenging expedition last month, where they managed to ski just 
over 80km on the treacherous terrain at the top of the world and reached the North Pole in 8 days.ó 
(Times of Oman) 

May 15: Riyadh Hosts First Women’s Car Exhibition 
òDubbed ôPinkishõ, the three-day exhibition allowed women to see the high-end cars on display, interact 
with dealers and insurance company representatives, and learn about special offers. Organizers reported 
women enthusiastically discussed with their relatives and companions what cars would suit them best as 
they spent time on simulators to get a feel for the experience they expect to have starting June 24, when 
they will be allowed to drive. Riyadh hosts first womenõs car exhibition.ó (Gulf News) 
 
May 17: Saudi Women Troll Men Telling Them 'You Won't Drive' 

òIt is a matter of weeks until the ban on women driving in Saudi Arabia will be lifted. 
Some men have taken to social media to vent their dissatisfaction with the change in the law, using an 
Arabic hashtag that translates as: ôYou won't drive.õ However, the hashtag went viral when Saudi women 
began hitting back at the sexist remarks. ôYou wonõt driveõ has been used on Twitter over 65,000 times 
since Monday. Lots of women posted funny pictures and videos to accompany their response to the 
hashtag.ó (BBC) 
 
May 17: Dina Shihabi: The Actress Blazing a Trail for Saudi Women  
òAfter officially reintroducing movie theaters last month, and establishing an opera house and national 
orchestra, along with the now frequent staging of musical and sporting events, Saudi Arabia is in the 
midst of an entertainment overhaul. But long before any of these reforms began taking place in the 
Kingdom, a young Saudi actress by the name of Dina Shihabi was already blazing a trail for Saudi 
women in cinema as she began her own film journey in the face of regional and cultural obstacles. She 
was motivated to pursue an acting career and persist despite the challenges she faced along the way, and 
is now delighted to be witnessing the incredible, rapid changes for women, and the film industry, in 
Saudi Arabia.ó (Arab News) 
 
May 23 Saudi Arabia Widens Crackdown on Women’s Rights Activist 

òSaudi Arabia has reportedly arrested three more women's rights activists in a crackdown launched just 
weeks before a ban on women driving will be lifted Human rights groups said at least 11 people, most of 
them women who had long campaigned for the right to drive, had now been detained since last week. 
Officials have said they are suspected of "suspicious contact with foreign parties" and undermining 
"stability". Other activists have said the crackdown is "unprecedented" and "shocking". The US has 
expressed concern about the detentions and said it is "keeping a close eye" on the progress of reforms in 
the Gulf state, which is a key regional ally. ó (BBC) 

https://www.thenational.ae/arts-culture/film/nadine-labaki-makes-cannes-history-as-first-female-arab-filmmaker-to-win-major-prize-1.732165
http://timesofoman.com/article/134090
https://gulfnews.com/news/gulf/saudi-arabia/riyadh-hosts-first-women-s-car-exhibition-1.2221714
https://twitter.com/MagnificentATG/status/995946132198035457
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-44138344
http://www.arabnews.com/node/1304151/art-culture
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-44223285


 

5 
 

May 12: ‘I Can Finally Dream’: Tunisia Expands Protection for Battered Women  

òIn 2016, 60 percent of Tunisian women were victims of domestic violence, according to the Ministry of 
Women, Family and Children, with studies from nongovernmental groups suggesting the figure may 
even be higher. And 50 percent of women said they had experienced aggression in a public area at least 
once in their lives. Legislators and womenõs activists say they are hoping to reduce those numbers with 
the new law and the shelters that opened at the recommendation of the legislation.ó 
(The New York Times) 
 
May 23: Tunisian Women Win at Polls but Long Road Remains  

òAbdel Rahim told Al-Monitor, ôWe hope a woman can fill the position of president or prime minister for 
the first time in the elections that will be held in 2019,õ while saying that the patriarchal view that still 
prevails is preventing her from becoming the first woman to head the Tunis municipality. She 
also condemned violence against women and attacks on female candidates for either wearing the veil or 
not wearing one. In a May 8 interview with privately owned M Tunisia TV, Nidaa Tunis leader Fuad 
Bouslama ruled out the possibility of reaching a consensus with Ennahda for Rahim to head the the Tunis 
municipality, saying, òIf a woman were to serve as sheikh of the city of Tunis, it would be contrary to 
religious traditions. We are an Islamic country.ó However, these views were rejected by Nidaa Tunis' 
central committee in a May 9 statement, which said Bouslamaõs words òwere his own and do not 
represent the party.ó (Al Monitor) 

 

May 16: Turkey Launches Mobile App to Respond Faster to Cases of Violence against Women 

òTurkey has launched a mobile application called òWomen Supportó (KADES) for victims of violence 
with the joint cooperation of the Family and Social Policies Ministry and Interior Ministry.õ òThis 
application seeks to ensure women reach our police forces and receive help when under any threat, with 
just one touch,õ Interior Minister Süleyman Soylu said on May 16 during a meeting to promote the 
application.ó (Hurriyet Daily News) 

May 15: Palestinian Women’s Struggle Hasn’t Translated to Political Power 

òPalestinian women have been in the forefront of Palestinian national activism and sacrifice since the 
spark of the Palestinian revolution. Despite this well-documented fact, Palestinian men in political power, 
like men in society itself, will not easily give up power. The change will only occur as a result of 
consistent and united efforts by both Palestinian women and men.ó (Al Monitor) 
 
May 17: Arab Cinema Back with a Bang; Bringing Lepers, Lust and Class Conflict to Cannes 

òA boy who takes his parents to court for having him is one of a wave of Arab films making people sit up 
and take notice at the Cannes film festival. Not since 1970 have two Arab films been in the running for the 
Palme dõOr top prize and female Arab directors are particularly making a splash this year. Lebanese film-
maker Nadine Labakiõs highly-anticipated third film òCapernaumó ñ about a 12-year-old boy with an 
axe to grind about being born into a miserable, loveless existence ñ has racked up a string of distribution 
deals ahead of its premiere late Thursday.ó (Arab News) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/01/world/africa/tunisia-women-domestic-violence.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/12/world/africa/tunisia-womens-rights.html
https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2018/05/tunisia-municipal-elections-women-role-politics.html
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/search/KADES
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/search/S%C3%BCleyman%20Soylu
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkey-launches-mobile-app-to-respond-faster-to-cases-of-violence-against-women-131949
https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2018/05/palestine-women-struggle-unfair-political-representation-plo.html
http://www.arabnews.com/node/1304636/art-
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May 23: Why I Can’t Go Back to Saudi Arabia to Drive for the First Time with My Son 

òThe recent arrest of womenõs rights activists has marred what was meant to be a history-making 
event in Saudi Arabia next month ñ 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/global-opinions/wp/2017/10/05/once-women-take-the-wheel-saudi-arabia-will-never-be-the-same/?utm_term=.dae9f096236c
http://miles4freedom.net/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-saudi-arrests/rights-groups-condemn-saudi-women-activists-arrests-idUSKCN1IK085
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/global-opinions/wp/2018/05/23/why-i-cant-go-back-to-saudi-arabia-to-drive-for-the-first-time-with-my-son/?utm_term=.31ddfd4f4fb2
http://www.arabnews.com/node/1308916
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/mena-womens-news-brief

