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Afghanistan 
June 13: Afghan Women’s ID Cards Traded Ahead of Elections  
“ Residents of the southeastern Afghan province of Paktia are warning that a flourishing trade in 
women’s ID cards has sprung up ahead of the October elections, fueling fears that corrupt candidates 
could exploit the stolen votes. Conservative traditions mean that most women in Paktia do not have ID 
cards, also known as tazkera, which are a prerequisite for registering to vote. After registration at one of 
the many centers that have been set up ahead of the elections, a small sticker is fixed to the card to show 
the holder is eligible to vote. ” 
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June 19: Sexual Harassment Cases Dropped this Eid: National Council for Women  
“ The National Council for Women (NCW) reported a noticeable decline in cases of sexual harassment 
during the three days of Eid al -Fitr holiday this year, as they only received 17 complaints according to a 
press statement released by NCW on the MENA news agency. The head of the NCW’s control room 
Nagla al-Adly attributed the drop in sexual assault cases to the wide and heavy presence of police, 
especially the female police personnel, along with the deployment of quick intervention forces in public 
areas and street gatherings.”(Egypt Independent)  

Iran  
June 13: Iran  Re-arrests Prominent Human Rights Lawyer Nasrin Sotoudeh  on June 13 
“ Iranian security forces arrested prominent human rights lawyer Nasrin Sotoudeh on Wednesday, her 
husband said in a Facebook post.  ‘A few hours ago Nasrin was arrested at home and sent to the court at 
Evin [prison],’  Sotoudeh’s husband Reza Khandan wrote. ‘I once told investigators in the investigation 
room: ‘of all the things that a government must do for its country, you only know one, arresting people.’  
Khandan did not say what charges Sotoudeh may face.” (Reuters) 

June 20: Row over Rape of Dozens in Iranian City  [Baluchestan] as Woman MP accuses 
‘influential’ people  
“ Tens of Iranian women demonstrated in front of the offices of the governor of Iranshahr city in 
Baluchestan province southeast of Iran on Tuesday, denouncing reports of an incident involving rape of 
dozens of women. According to sources, as many as 41 women could have been raped in the city. Though 
details surrounding this report are still vague, some sources suggested that those responsible for these 
rapes are backed by ‘influential parties’ even though an Iranian female MP said that Iran’s general 
prosecutor has announced several arrests related to the case.” (Al Arabiya)  

June 20: For the First Time since 1980, Iranian Women allowed to Watch World Cup in Same Stadium 
as Men 
“ Female soccer fans in Iran were taken through a roller  coaster of emotions on Wednesday — and 
all before their  team stepped onto the field  to play against Spain. For 38 years, women have been 
banned from watching  men's sporting events in Iran. But on Tuesday, local news agencies in Iran 
reported that women would  be allowed  to watch a live  broadcast of Iran's World  Cup match 
against Spain, taking  place in Russia the next day, at Tehran’s Azadi  Stadium...”  (The Washington 
Post) 
 
Iraq  
June 14: In Mosul, Women Desperate for News of the Disappeared  
“Every Friday since Mosul was prised from Daesh grou p’s clutches last July, women gather in the Iraq 
city’s Al Minassa  Square, desperate to learn the fate of husbands and sons. Dressed in black, with 
children in tow and brandishing photos, some fear their men have fallen victim to cruel double jeopardy. 
They had been imprisoned by or forced to work for D aesh, only for Iraqi forces to suspect them of 
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Israel/Palestine 
June 14: Gaza Women Fight for Fairer, Faster Divorces  
“ In May, the Women’s Health Center launched a campaign to address the slow proceedings of the courts, 
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foreigners don't have the right to pass on their nationality to their children. And more than a million 
Syrian and Palestinian refugees toil away in vital but back-breaking labor, without any legal protections 
against abuse, wage theft, arbitrary arrest and deportation.” (ABC News)  
 
Morocco 
June 7: Morocco’s Educated Women Challenge Society’s Norms about Their Sexuality and Marriage  
“H ere are more than eight million Moroccan women who lead a single life, Ouest -France reported earlier 
this week, explaining that the education level is the primary reason for the marked increase in the number 
of unmarried women. “I totally invest myself in my job, and I’m financially independent. I feel free now 
and I’d rather stay alone. Why would I need a man?” asked Aicha, a divorcee in her forties who rep orts to 
have found fulfillment and purpose in her professional achievements.” (Morocco World News)  
 
Pakistan 
June 10: Stab Victim  Khadija Siddiqi: ‘My Case is a Fight for All Pakistani Women’  
“ A student who was stabbed 23 times in daylight in one of Pakistan’s busiest streets has accused the 
country’s justice system of misogyny after her attacker, having been found guilty of a ttempted murder, 
was sensationally acquitted last week. Khadija Siddiqi was ambushed as she collected her six-year-old 
sister from school two years ago. She was repeatedly slashed across the throat and abdomen by fellow 
student Shah Hussain in an attack she said was motivated by revenge after she had spurned his 
advances. She escaped with her life only after her driver managed to drag Hussain off her.”  (The 
Guardian)  
 
Saudi Arabia 
June 14: Saudi Women in Russia to Support Team, Reinforce New Image:  
“ In jeans, headscarves and veils, dozens of Saudi women draped in their country’s green flag and 
sporting matching face paint streamed into Moscow’s Luzhniki Stadium on Thursday to support their 
national team against Russia in the World Cup’s opening match. More importantly, perhaps, they were 
projecting the image of a new Saudi Arabia in which they are slowly emerging from decades of harsh 
inequality as part of ambitious reforms undertaken by t he country’s young crown prince .” (AP News)  
 
June 15: Saudi Women at World Cup Talk about New Found Soccer Freedoms at Home 
“Saudi Arabia’s soccer team may have been thrashed in its first World Cup match, but Saudi women 
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June 20: Saudi Arabia Arrests More Women’s Rights Activists: HRW  
“ Saudi Arabia detained two more women’s rights advocates earlier this month and imposed a travel ban 
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June 15: MENA Women in Sports are leveling the Playing Field  
“Women in the Middle East and North Africa are hurdling over stereotypes in sports, and in their path, 
clearing the way so that young women can pick up the baton from where they left off.  Inspire Middle 
East met up with four women from different countries in the region to see up close and personal how 
they are redefining what it means to be an Arab sportswoman.” (Euronews)  
 
June 20: Saud Women can Drive Starting Sunday. Why are Feminists there Still Labeled Traitors?  
“ On Sunday, Saudi Arabia will lift its decades- long ban on women driving. But just weeks ago, its 
public prosecutor announced that 17 individuals had been detained for undermining the 
kingdom’s security, a move that targeted prominent women’s rights advocates. State-linked media 
outlets have since carried out an aggressive campaign portraying the arrested activists as ‘traitors’ 
and ‘foreign embassy agents’ wor king to destabilize the kingdom .” (The Washington Post)  
 
June 20: 


