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Afghanistan  
May 1: Female Afghan Coders Design Games to Fight Opium and Inequality  
“ One of the games designed by the all-
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May 1: Women in Iraq's Refugee Camps Taught to S ew 
“Vulnerable women living in northern Iraq’s refugee camps are being taught how to sew. Paula Horsfall, 
from Berkshire, has collected old sewing machines and transported them to Iraq, where skills the women 
learn keep them off the dangerous streets of the r

http://www.bbc.com/news/av/uk-england-berkshire-43912686/women-in-iraq-s-refugee-camps-taught-to-sew
https://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2018/05/03/world/middleeast/ap-ml-iraq-elections-female-candidates.html
http://www.aina.org/news/20180502174300.htm
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2018/May-08/448473-haddad-calls-for-recount-at-beirut-protests.ashx
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-Elections/2018/May-09/448633-lebanon-elects-six-women-to-parliament.ashx
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-morocco-women/morocco-struggles-to-curb-rise-in-number-of-girls-married-underage-idUSKBN1HX22T
https://www.thenational.ae/world/gcc/omani-women-call-time-on-workplace-discrimination-1.726974


https://globalvoices.org/2018/05/05/hazara-women-end-hunger-strike-against-targeted-killings-after-pakistan-army-chief-agrees-to-talks/
https://www.npr.org/sections/parallels/2018/05/01/606592459/lubna-olayan-broke-saudi-arabias-glass-ceiling-now-she-wants-more-women-to-work
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20180505-saudi-government-to-allow-women-to-drive-taxis/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20180505-saudi-government-to-allow-women-to-drive-taxis/
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/tunisia-election-first-female-mayor-tipped-tunis-ennahda-claim-victory-352173653
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2018/04/turkey-women-demand-safer-cleaner-mosques.html#ixzz5F6e4QjGA
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/euro-bank-turkish-fund-agree-to-expand-financing-for-women-led-firms-131623
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/euro-bank-turkish-fund-agree-to-expand-financing-for-women-led-firms-131623
http://www.kwtx.com/content/news/Starving-Yemen-mothers-skip-meals-to-save-their-children-481658731.html
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Additional MENA Women’s News Briefs  are available here.  

Follow the Middle East Program  on Twitter  @WilsonCenterMEP           and Facebook  
 

~ ~ ~   By    May Baaklini    &    Reda Baig    ~ ~ ~ 
 

Opinion/analysis  
April 29:   FGM is a  Barbaric Practice which Risks V ulnerable Lives 
“ Female genital mutilation, or FGM, is still widely practiced throughout this region and in Africa and 
Asia. The charity UNICEF  estimates 200 million women in 30 countries, including Yemen, Indonesia and 
the Kurdistan region of Iraq, underwent the pr ocedure in 2016. In the Arab world, Egypt has one of the 
world’s highest rates of genital mutilation, with an estimated nine in 10 women undergoing an operation, 
despite the practice being outlawed in 2008.” (The National)  
 
April 30: Real Progress in Libya Depends on Women’s Empowerment  
“ The openness and freedom that Libyans have been enjoying in the last seven years of transition has 
allowed many women's advocacy groups to campaign for greater participation and empowerment for 
women […] . It is important to remember however, that these strict and extreme religious beliefs are not 
shared by the overwhelming Libyan population, who tend to be socially conservative and religious, but 
at the same time open-minded and moderate rejecting all forms of extremist tendencies.”  (The New 

http://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/mena-womens-news-brief
https://www.thenational.ae/world/africa/egypt-s-rate-of-female-mutilation-drops-to-66-1.528179
https://www.thenational.ae/opinion/editorial/fgm-is-a-barbaric-practice-which-risks-vulnerable-lives-1.725877
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/english/comment/2018/4/30/real-progress-in-libya-depends-on-womens-empowerment
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/english/comment/2018/4/30/real-progress-in-libya-depends-on-womens-empowerment
https://twitter.com/WilsonCenterMEP

