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MENA Women’s News Brief 
April 21, 2015 –May 5, 2015 

 
 
Egypt 
April 26: Egyptians confront cyber sexual harassment 
“Thanks to the widespread use of mobile devices and social media, sexual harassment is no longer 
confined to a direct physical encounter between the harasser and the victim. Through a phenomenon 
called ‘cyber sexual harassment,’ the harasser can now reach potential vi

t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  a n  E g y p t i a n  m o t h e r  a n d  a  M o r o c c a n  father who was born and raised in Kuwait. ‘Verbal 
harassment, that's all the time. Not a day would go by without hearing comments whether from people 
flirting with me, hurling sexual insults at me, criticizing or even cursing me for the way I dress.” (Al-

Ahram) 
 
April 30: Sexual harassment survivor in Egypt wins case against popular tabloid 
“An Egyptian woman has won a landmark court case against one of the country’s most popular tabloid 
newspapers after it published details of sexual harassment she experienced. The Anti-Harassment 
Movement launched a case against daily al-Yaum al-Sabie after it published the full name, ID number, 
age and address of the woman, who was a minor when she was assaulted during an anti-harassment 
march in the capital last year.” (Middle East Eye) 
 
Iran 
April 24: Shirin Neshat in Washington and Baku 
“No sooner am I through the door of Shirin Neshat’s New York studio than we are talking politics. She 
is excited about the fragile diplomatic agreement reached in Geneva at the beginning of this month. ‘It 
may be my naive reading but I think it’s a very positive thing,’ she says. ‘President Rouhani is a smart 
but cautious person — and the chief negotiator, Mohammad Javad Zarif, has become a hero embraced 
by the people.’” (Financial Times) 
 
April 26: Iran to launch women’s social studies center 
“A center named ‘scientific association for women’s social studies’ is going to be launched, Ashraf 
Boroujerdi, deputy director of the Humanities and Cultural Studies Research Center for cultural affairs, 
told Mehr news agency on Saturday, April 25.” (Tehran Times)  
 
April 28: Interview: Iranian Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Shirin Ebadi on Nuclear Deal, Islamic 
State, Women’s Rights (Video and Transcript) 
“In an extended interview, Democracy Now will speak with 2003 Nobel Peace Prize winner Shirin 
Ebadi, about the threat posed by the self-proclaimed Islamic State, and the significance of the 
framework deal agreed to by Iran and world powers including the United States and Israel to curb its 
nuclear program for at least a decade.” (Democracy Now) 
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working hours. If I can get free as early as 2:30 pm, I can be on time to pick up my children from 
school.’” (Khaleej Times) 
 
 
By Julia Craig Romano 
 

 
Additional MENA Women’s News Briefs are available here.  

Follow the Middle East Program on Twitter @WilsonCenterMEP   and Facebook   
 


