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Bahrain 
May 4: Female pilots' group aiming high 
“A female-only pilots' group hopes to welcome its 50th member this year as it grows in strength in the 
region. Established 21 years ago in Saudi Arabia, the Arabian section of the 99's International Women's 
Pilot Organization currently has 47 members, including 11 based in Bahrain… The 99s provides a 
valuable support network for female pilots and aspiring female pilots, many of whom have had to fight 
adversity to achieve their dream of flying planes for a living.” (Gulf Daily News





 
 
 
 

Kuwait  
April 29: Kuwait court opens up judicial jobs to women 
“A Court of First Instance in Kuwait has annulled a decision by the Ministry of Justice barring women 
from applying for the position of legal researcher, a stepping stone to the post of prosecutor. The verdict 
is seen as a new victory for women in the country in the fight for more rights.” (Gulf News) 
 
May 4: Kuwaiti lawmaker calls for ban on swimsuits 
“ ‘The proposal aims to prevent nudity in swimming pools and in hotels of all categories,’ MP Hamdan 
Al Azmi said. ‘We want to protect the community from such negative phenomena. We also want to have 
strict rules and regulations that prevent mixing between sexes in swimming pools and to avoid acts 
contrary to public morals.’” (Gulf News) 
 
Lebanon 
April 23: Meet Nadine Moussa, Lebanon's first female candidate for the presidency 
“Nadine Moussa, Lebanon’s first female candidate for the presidency, insists that Lebanon needs a ‘new 
social contract,’  with women holding half of all parliamentary and governmental posts.” (Daily Star) 
 



 
 
 
 

May 1: First Saudi woman appointed to a top OIC post 
“Maha Akeel, a Saudi journalist who was the managing editor of OIC journal, has been appointed the 
Director of Information and Public Relations at the Organization of the Islamic Cooperation (OIC).” 
(Zawya) 
 
Syria 
April 29: Four new candidates enter Syrian presidential race, including one woman 
“Sawsan Haddad, an engineer in the coastal city of Latakia, submitted her application to the Supreme 
Constitutional Court on Saturday, becoming the third runner for the presidential vote. The 51-year-old 
woman had been a member of the ruling al-Baath party until last year, when she withdrew from the 



 
 
 
 

 
May 4: Minister reiterates role in women’s empowerment 
“Sheikh Hamdan Bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research, has 
reiterated UAE leaders’ keen interest in backing all efforts to promote an optimal and enabling 
environment for women’s education aimed at further empowering them to prove their efficiency in the 
labor market and contribute to the building of the nation.” (Gulf Today) 
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Additional MENA Women’s News Briefs are available here.  

Follow the Middle East Program on Twitter @WilsonCenterMEP   and Facebook   
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