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August 16: ISIS executes 15 women in Mosul 
“Members of ISIS have executed more than a dozen women in Iraq’s embattled northern city of Mosul 
as they continue perpetrating crimes on a large scale in the areas under their control. The Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP) spokesman in Mosul, Saeed Mamouzini, told Arabic-language al-Sumaria 
satellite television network that ISIS extremists killed 15 women on Saturday, August 15 after the 
victims refused to marry the militants.” (Al Bawaba) 
 
August 19: Escaped Yazidi sex slaves need mental health support-aid group 
“A year after their capture by Islamic State militants, escaped sex slaves from the Yazidi minority are 
reaching northern Iraq, but get almost none of the psychological support they need after their ordeal of 
rape, torture and captivity, YAZDA, and aid group said.” (Reuters) 
 
Morocco 
August 11: ‘We need privacy!’ Moroccan women demand ladies-only beach 
“A group of women in Morocco launched a campaign calling for a beach reserved exclusively for 
women in the city of Tangier. On their Facebook page, the campaigners announced that they will 
officially demand from the authorities on August 30 a women-only section from the ‘large’ beach to 
swim ‘in conformity with Islamic legislations as Islam prohibit women to show parts of their body in 
public.’” (Al Arabiya) 
 
Oman 
August 22: Three-month maternity leave for women demanded in Oman 
“Maternity leave period in Oman should be of at least three months, says the women’s community in 
Oman, as the draft of new labour law has proposed increasing the leave to 60 days. At present, women 
working in the private sector are entitled to 50 days of maternity leave, while those in the government 
sector get 60.” (Times of Oman) 
 
Palestinian Territories 
August 12: Hamas concludes first-ever military training camp for girls 
“On Aug. 1, Hamas’ women’s wing opened the all-female ‘First al-Quds Army camp’ to prepare 
academically exceptional girls aged 12-18 for the liberation battle of Palestine. This camp, which ended 
Aug. 10, is the first of its kind in the Gaza Strip, as Hamas has never organized a female training camp 
before. Around 1,000 girls attend the camp, which offered a special curriculum to resist the occupation 
taught by women affiliated with the Hamas movement.” (Al-Monitor) 
 
August 20: Women in Gaza: 'If we want to live here, we want to live in dignity' 
“During the worst of the violence between Israel and Gaza last summer, Gaza student Hoda Elrayes 
shared her experiences of living on the frontline with GuardianWitness. One year on she tells us about 
three women in her community whose lives are still affected.” (The Guardian) 
 
Saudi Arabia 
August 23: Saudi suffragettes: Women register to vote for the first time in Saudi Arabia 
“For the first time in the history of Saudi Arabia, women can begin registering to vote this week. 
According to local media, women will be able to vote and run in elections held in December of this year, 
marking a step forward for proponents of women's rights in a country that has received heavy criticism 
for its treatment of women.” (CNN) 
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Syria  
August 14: Kayla Mueller: US hostage 'refused chance to escape from ISIS to save Yazidi girls' 
“Kayla Mueller, an American woman who died while being held hostage by ISIS, sacrificed her chance 
to escape her captors to save two Yazidi girls, it has been claimed. A fellow captive of Mueller has 
revealed to The Independent Mueller was kept as the private property of ISIS leader Abu Bakr al-
Baghdadi during her captivity in Al-Shadadiya, Syria. When the fellow captive and her sister managed 
to escape in October last ye
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General 
August 12: TechGirls: talented teens from North Africa and the Middle East visit the US 
Twenty-seven tech-savvy teenage girls from the Middle East and North Africa are having the time of 
their lives in the U.S. right now, proving their math and science chops and setting an example for girls 
around the world. (Christian Science Monitor) 
 
By Julia Craig Romano and Sara Morell  
 
Additional MENA Women’s News Briefs are available here.  
Follow the Middle East Program on Twitter @WilsonCenterMEP   and Facebook   
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