
http://www.dailynewsegypt.com/2015/12/16/female-members-aim-to-form-parliamentary-bloc/
http://www.dailynewsegypt.com/2015/12/19/marital-rape-women-between-fear-of-reporting-and-weak-legislation/
http://english.ahram.org.eg/News/174120.aspx
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2015/12/egypt-young-mp-parliament-south-sinai-challenges.html#ixzz3vdCzJACl
http://gulfnews.com/news/mena/egypt/egypt-launches-anti-female-genital-mutilation-plan-1.1643543
http://allafrica.com/stories/201512282073.html
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December 28: Egyptian Women Face Violence, Media Abuse and Exclusion From Senior Positions 
in 2015 
“Egyptian women suffered losses on several fronts in 2015, which was particularly evident in the 
continuation of violence and sexual harassment, as well as the inequality faced with regards to assuming 
senior administrative positions and getting appointed to the state's legal institutions.” (All Africa) 
 
December 28: Will Egypt’s schools break sex education taboo? 
“On the first day of the UN Women’s annual 16 Days of Activism against Gender Based Violence 
campaign that began Nov. 25, a school-based sex education effort titled ‘Sexual education: a need, not a 
luxury’ was launched to serve as an introduction to address violence against women in particular, in 
light of the misconceptions in Egyptian society where sex education is equated with teaching young men 
to have sex.” (Al-Monitor) 
 
Iran 
December 15: Iran seizes thousands of cars for women’s veil offences 
“Iran has impounded tens of thousands of cars since March because women inside the vehicles had not 
properly covered their hair with a headscarf, Tehran’s traffic police said Tuesday, December 15. ‘Over 
the past eight months, more than 40,000 cases of bad hijab have been dealt with,’ said Brigadier General 
Teymour Hosseini, quoted by ISNA news agency.” (AFP via 
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Qatar 
December 31: Qatar calls for more female taxi drivers 
“Qatar’s Central Municipal Council (CMC) has called for more female taxi drivers to meet high 
demand, Doha News reported. The council has urged state-run transportation company, Mowasalat, to 
expand a female taxi driver service to facilitate a safe and comfortable way for women to get around the 
country. According to CMC member, Nasser Ibrahim Mohamed Issa Al Mohannadi, the move would 
help women feel more secure, avoid bullying, and evade harassment.” (Arabian Business) 
 
Saudi Arabia 
December 18: Saudi’s first women councilors get media exposure 
“Since their historic election last week, some of Saudi Arabia's first-ever female politicians have been 
propelled from near-anonymity into the glare of the media spotlight. Several of the 20 new female 
councilors have already appeared on TV, and in magazines, newspapers and the online press, and are 
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December 29: 23 Saudi women on trial over terrorism charges 
“Twenty-three Saudi women accused of association with Al-Qaeda and Daesh (so-called IS) are 
currently being tried in the Kingdom. Some of them have been convicted and jailed. According to 




