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addiction is increasingly spreading across all social classes and affecting a rising number of women — a 
trend triggering alarm in the government. The problem was first revealed in a 2011 study on the 
prevalence of addiction, says Zahra Bonianian, an adviser to the state-run Drug Control Headquarters for 
women and family affairs. ‘It was when we realised that the number of married female addicts was 
going up, the age of addiction going down while the educational level [of addicts] was high.’” (Financial 
Times)  
 
January 3: Iran's Women's Affair s Chief Feels Powerl e s s To Act 
“Shahindokht Molaverdi, Iranian President Hassan Rouhani's Deputy of Women's and Family Affairs, 
was quoted as saying: ‘As a member of the cabinet, I have no knowledge of what general policies have 
been proposed to the Expediency Council by the Planning Organization.’ Molaverdi slammed the 
Rouhani administration for creating obstacles for the slightest activities of the Women's Affairs office. 
She added that most ministries do not allow Women's Affairs advisers to take part in administrative 
meetings.” (Payvand) 
 
Iraq   
D e c e m b e r 31: Shi'ite militi as expand influenc e , redraw map in central Iraq 
“Behind black gates and high walls, Iraqi national security agents watch 200 women and children. Boys 
and girls play in the yard and then dart inside their trailers, located in a former U.S. military camp and 
one time headquarters for Saddam Hussein’s officials in Babel province’s capital Hilla. The women and 
children are unwilling guests, rounded up as they fled with their male relatives in October from Jurf al-
Sakhr, a bastion of Islamic State, during a Shi'ite militia and military operation to clear the farming 
community. Once they were arrested, security forces separated out the men, accusing them of being 
Islamic State fighters. They have not been heard from since. Security forces say the women and children 
are being investigated, but have not been brought to court.” (Reuters) 
 
Lebano n 
Decemb e r 31: Lebane s e women not sa fe despit e domest i c violen c e law 
“The Lebanese parliament passed a new law on domestic violence April 1... Two days after the vote on 
the law, Human Rights Watch declared the legislation ‘good, but incomplete.’ Maya Ammar, Kafa 
[Enough] Violence Against Women’s media officer, shared this opinion, telling Al-Monitor, ‘This is a 
big step for women's rights, but it is not enough.’ According to Ammar, the only real breakthrough is 
that the law simplifies some legal mechanisms. Among the undesirable changes made to the original text 
is the provision involving marital rape, which is now ‘marital rights by force’ and is condemned only if 
it involves physical evidence of violence.” (Al-Monitor) 
 
J a n u a r y 2: (Op-Ed) Female journa l i s t s fight gender discri m i n a t i o n 
“Journalism in Lebanon has witnessed a number of changes. Chief among these is the extent of 
women’s fingerprints on the ‘products’ of the profession. Reports examining this issue no longer focus 
on the emergence of women journalists, as this first occurred a hundred years ago. What is currently 
being highlighted, however, is women’s widespread presence in the profession and its institutions, 
which only began almost two decades ago. Let us explore this in the context of globalization.” (Al-
Hayat via Al-Monitor) 
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O m a n 
Januar y 7: Shelter from the storm of abuse for women in Oman 
“A shelter for women who suffer from physical abuse has been opened by the Ministry of Social 
Development amid reports that assaults are on the rise. A reliable source at the Ministry confirmed that 
the hostel has been opened but will shelter only na




