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February 15: Turkey rallies over murder of woman who 'resisted rape'

“Thousands of women in Turkey V& protested at the murderafoung woman who allegedly resisted
an attempt by a bus driver to rape her. Rotiscovered the burnt body ©kgecan Aslan, 20, in a
riverbed in the city of Mersin, on Friday, FebruaB: They have arrested && men in connection with
her death—a minibus drivenis father and a friend. BBC Newsg

February 24: Op-ed: Conflicts are proving mostdangerous to women by Zainab Hawa Banqura,




and sociological issues relatedtomen and the family, as well as tiopics of marriage and domestic
violence against children and womerPafyvandl

February 13: Iranian translator of Blue Is the Warmest Color 'declared persona non grata'
“An Iranian poet who translated tipeize-winning French graphic novelue Is the Warmest Colour
into Persian has claimed shehg target of a smear campaigriran for supporting homosexualit.
group of hardline Iranian news webs




crimes against women. Campaigners estimate ddn@0 women have been kil since the U.S.-led
invasion of 2003, and many women aids—including children as young as four—have been raped in§

that time.” Reuter$

February 21: Zekra Alwach becomes Baghdad's first female mayor

“A woman has been named as mayor of Baghdath#ofirst time, a government spokesman said
Saturday, February 21 amid widespread corompéind rampant violence. Zekra Alwach, a civil
engineer and director general oé tMinistry of Higher Education, begws the first female to be given
such a post in the whole countwhere international rights groupave condemned women's rights
abuses.” AEP via Al-Arabiyg

February 22: Police officially promote woman to rank of assistant chief

“Officer Gila Gaziel was promoted on Sunday, Febri#tyo the rank of assistant chief, becoming the
highest-ranking woman and second highiask of the Israel Police. 8hs positioned at the head the
law enforcement agency’s Manpower Branchgr(isalem Post

February 15: Gender discrimination rife in Jordanian workplaces

“A study recently published by the European Trainingjitate, an EU-affiliated institute headquartered
in Turin, showed that working women in Jordaffesufrom discrimination and sexual harassment. The
study, which took place between 2011 and 2013, exahtime female workforce in the tourism,
information technology and communicats industries in the formaligate sector. The study found that
‘employment in the two sectors shewa clear degree of horizontal arettical segregation between the

genders.” Al-Monitor)

February 24: Friend Says Female LibyarActivist Shot to Death in Tripoli

“A female Libyan activist has been shot to deatthencapital, Tripoli, which is controlled by militias
backed by Islamist groups. Taha Kiea friend of the victim, confirmethe death of activist Intissar al-
Hasaari on Tuesday, February 24. Al-Hasaarithhagounder of the Enlightenment Group, which led
protests against militias. The LibyakhWasat news website reportedtithe activist was found dead in
her car with her aunt, also killed AP via ABC New$

February 10: Women constitute 13 percenof Saudi workforce: statistics agency

“Saudi women occupy only 13 percent of privatel public positions occupied by nationals despite
accounting for 51 percent of Saudi duates, according to statisticerin the Saudi Central Department
of Statistics and Information. The departmestatistics included candidates graduating from both
undergraduate and postgraduate levels and tromersities in the Kigdom and abroad.A{-Arabiya)

February 12: Saudi Arabia Releags Two Women Drivers From Jail

“Saudi Arabia on Thursday, Felary 12 released two women wivere held since December for
challenging the country’s ban on female driversujain Al Hathloul andvlaysaa Al Amoudi were
released from a jail in the easteegion of Al Ahsa after 72 days @etention. Ms. Hathloul's lawyer




confirmed her release on Twitter. Ms. Amoudi’'s hugbaonfirmed her release in a message to The
Wall Street Journal.Xall Street Jourrda

February 23: Thirty women to run in municipal vote

The next municipal council eleotis are expected to have ade30 women candidates standing for
seats all over the Kingdom. Hatoon Ajwad Al-Fasg ¢feneral coordinator tfie Baladi Initiative,

which trains women to be decision makerstigh seminars and workshops, said “judging by the
number of participants, we caay Saudi women from various cuttibackground and ages are willing
and prepared to be candidates or orgasiaad coordinatoris the elections.” $audi Gazetde

February 11: Women arrested over Syria-related 'terror offences'

“Two UK women have been arrested on suspiciocomhmitting Syria-related terrorism offences. One
of the women, aged 23, is suspected of prepdoingcts of terrorism, while the other, aged 33, was
arrested on suspicion of failing to disclose inform@atiBoth were arrested at their homes in Walsall,
UK by officers from the West Midinds Counter Terrorism Unit.BBC Newsg

February 19: UK police launch hunt for London stoolgirls feared to have fled to Syria

“British counter-terrorism police have launchedi@ernational hunt tdind three London schoolgirls
feared to be making their way toward ISIS territorysyria after fleeing the UK. The girls, named as
Shamima Begum, 15, Kadiza Sultana, 16, and an ntifidel 15-year-old girl, slipped out of their
homes in east London last Tuesday, Februaryn@ifcaught a flight to Istanbul, Turkey, from where
they are thought to be tralia to the Syrian border.”The Guardiah

February 11: A step towards narrowing the gap for women

“On February 10, the Emirati government annourtbedormation of new Gender Balance Council that
will ensure that women play a leading role in tbardry’s development. Sheika Manal, President of the
Dubai Women'’s Establishment, will lits chair. She has already spolad the need to recognize that
women play a key role in economic developmenttig Nationa)

February 19: Women and democratic transition in Yemen

“In 2013, Culture Minister Arwa Othman headed a committee on “rights and freedoms” as part of thq
process for constitutional reform. Committees wesponsible for drafting recommendations for
changes in the constitution. Many of the recomdagions supported women'’s rights such as enhancingj
women’s political participation, combatingolénce against women and ending child marriage.”
(Yemen Onling
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