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 MENA Women News Brief 
February 15-February 28, 2017 

 
Egypt 
February 16: Egypt gets first woman provincial governor 
“Egyptian President Abdul Fattah Al-Sisi on Thursday, February 16, swore in Nadia Abdu as the 
country’s first female provincial governor in modern times. Abdu, in her sixties, has been appointed as 
governor of the coastal province of Beheira. Her appointment is part of a reshuffle of provincial 
governors unveiled on Thursday, February 16. The shake-up included three other newcomers.” (Gulf 

http://gulfnews.com/news/mena/egypt/egypt-gets-first-woman-provincial-governor-1.1979807
http://gulfnews.com/news/mena/egypt/egypt-gets-first-woman-provincial-governor-1.1979807
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/02/egypt-female-mechanic-social-norms-woman.html
http://www.albawaba.com/editorchoice/egypt%E2%80%99s-grand-mufti-expected-publish-document-favoring-women%E2%80%99s-rights-940914
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/02/egypt-female-preachers-pulpits-ministry-endowments.html
http://www.yourmiddleeast.com/news/iranian-women-dressed-as-men-barred-from-football-game_45417
https://www.yahoo.com/style/teenage-girl-beaten-by-morality-police-for-wearing-ripped-jea/game_45417
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Revolutionary Guards. The guards had found a short story by Azadeh about two male soldiers who 
were lovers during the war, after a tip-off from a girl Azadeh says held a personal grudge against her.” 
(Broadly)  
 
February 23: Will this woman become Iran’s first female president? 
“Iran may see its first female presidential candidate in the May 19 elections. After a period of silence, 
Marzieh Vahid Dastjerdi, the Islamic Republic’s first and only female minister, has in recent days and 
weeks made headlines once again.” 
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economic and social reforms. Nashar is a board member of Samba's global markets subsidiary and a 
Pakistani unit, and has nearly 20 years of experience in banking.” (Fortune)  
 
February 20: Saudi Arabia allows licenses for women only gyms 
“In its latest set of reforms, the Saudi government has announced that it will begin granting licenses for 
women only gyms this month. The gyms will solely be used to motivate women to get fit, amid rising 
obesity among in the Gulf kingdom. They will not be allowed to organize competitive sports programs, 
such as football and boxing.” (Middle East Monitor)  
 
February 22: Saudi women gaining a foothold in filmmaking 
“On the eve of leaving for the US to study animation filmmaking at the University of Missouri for a 
semester, Bushra Al-



 
 
 
 

4 
 

 
Regional 
February 16: Gender Pay Gap: Belittling Arab Women’s Efforts Because They Are Not the 
‘Breadwinners’ 
“The gender pay gap is not an issue that is limited to the Arab World; it has its share of debates 


