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Egypt 
January 12: Egypt court ruling upholds decision to freeze assets of women's rights activists 
“An Egyptian court has upheld an earlier ruling to freeze the assets of three prominent rights activists, 
the latest chapter in a widening government crackdown against civil society groups. The verdict 
targeted Mozn Hassan and her organisation, Nazra for Feminist Studies, as well as Mohammed Zaraa 
and Atef Hafez, both of the Arab Organisation for Criminal Reform.” (The Guardian) 
 
January 15: Civil society bears the burden of fighting sexual harassment in Egypt 
“…Despite the presence of such provisions, 99.3 percent of women in Egypt are reported to have been 
sexually harassed. Civil society has stepped in, encouraging women to speak up and urging men to 
take a stance. ‘Even if we have the most progressive law and the most progressive policy in the world 
and people do not think of sexual harassment as a crime, then we are not really doing anything,’ said 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2017/jan/12/egypt-court-ruling-upholds-decision-freeze-assets-womens-rights-activists
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/01/egypt-sexual-harassment-civil-society-tougher-penalties.html#ixzz4VwpmRVmC
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-network/2017/jan/16/my-body-is-not-a-source-of-shame-i-have-nothing-to-regret-about-this-video
http://www.voanews.com/a/iran-women-arrested-riding-motorcycle-video-backlash/3676042.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/01/sara-khadem-life-female-iranian-chess-player-170116155501351.html
http://www.rferl.org/a/iraqi-yazidi-rescue-center-closed-islamic-state/28215075.html
http://www.rferl.org/a/iraqi-yazidi-rescue-center-closed-islamic-state/28215075.html
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January 11: Survey: 2 million women widowed or divorced in Iraq 
“Near continuous violence, absence of government assistance and a social fabric that is spiralling out of 
control has made Iraq’s women face some of the highest divorce rates in the world, as a frightening 
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Cairo. ‘The initiative began with the intention of helping [women] find work opportunities. The idea 
was to teach [them] a dignified profession that could become a source of income for them in Egypt,’ 
Hood told Al-Monitor.” (Al-Monitor) 
 
Tunisia 
January 13: Tunisian official slams French presidential candidate’s comments about women’s status 
“A senior Tunisian official has strongly criticised French presidential candidate and former Prime 
Minister Manuel Valls for his remarks about the status of women in Tunisia. Anouar Gharbi warned of 
the ‘growing French intervention in Tunisia’s internal affairs’ after Valls was reported as saying that 
women in the North African state ‘are forced to wear hijab, like in Iran.’” (Middle East Monitor) 
 
Turkey 
January 
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