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MENA Women News Brief 
March 15, 2016-March 29, 2016 

 
Egypt 
March 19: Egyptian women workers challenge norms at Cairo petrol station 
“For 20-year-old Amira, the opportunity to take a job that is usually reserved for men in Egypt's 
patriarchal society was a no-brainer. ‘This is something that has long been only associated with men…it 
is a new and fun thing that I was so excited to try,’ said Amira, part of a small group of female petrol 
station attendants who started working at a station in Cairo in November.” (Ahram Online) 
 
March 21: New campaign against face veil sparks controversy in Egypt 
“A new campaign titled 
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Iran  
March 16: Controversy engulfs multiple Iran's female lawmakers 
“ It has only been three weeks since Iran held landmark parliamentary elections, yet several controversies 
have already arisen over remarks made by both an incoming female lawmaker and a veteran member of 
parliament. Meanwhile, the qualifications of two Reformist candidates, one of them a woman, have also 
been challenged.” (Al Monitor) 
 
Iraq  
March 16: Women in Raqqa Make Secret Film: Life Under ISIS (video) 
“Using hidden cameras, two brave Syrian women show what life is like inside al-Raqqah, capital city of 
the Islamic State in northern Syria. The women made the film knowing they would be stoned to death if 
caught.” (The Clarion Group) 
 
March 17: As Kerry condemns ISIS genocide, calls to recognize something else: Femicide 
“While the United Nations defines the term ‘genocide’ as ‘acts committed with intent to destroy, in 
whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group,’ it does not cover systematic violence 
against a particular sex. And according to one French lawmaker, the violence being committed by the 
Islamic State against women is so systematic and so ferocious that it needs a new term in international 
law to define it: femicide.”  (The Washington Post) 
 
Israel 
March 16: Is It Safe to Be a Woman in Israel? Knesset Releases the Numbers 
“The Knesset Research and Information Center has released the results of a survey dealing with the 
status of women in Israel. The survey, commissioned by the Knesset Committee on the Status of 
Women and Gender Equality, revealed large gaps between different groups of Israelis, with Arab 
women feeling the most unsafe. The survey examined a woman’s sense of safety and security from 
different perspectives, including economic, political, and health security.” (The Jewish Voice) 
 



http://www.yourmiddleeast.com/culture/israels-chained-women-fight-for-right-to-divorce_39903
http://www.yourmiddleeast.com/culture/israels-chained-women-fight-for-right-to-divorce_39903
http://www.newsweek.com/morocco-domestic-violence-not-crime-438595
http://nytlive.nytimes.com/womenintheworld/2016/03/24/matriarchal-traditions-in-north-africa-under-threat-from-islamists-and-arab-elites/
http://nytlive.nytimes.com/womenintheworld/2016/03/24/matriarchal-traditions-in-north-africa-under-threat-from-islamists-and-arab-elites/
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2016/03/gaza-husbands-file-divorce-abuse-by-women.html#ixzz43erpe7CY
http://www.albawaba.com/loop/gazas-first-female-runner-steps-out-women-817912
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/variety/2016/03/19/Call-to-end-special-treatment-of-women-at-Saudi-security-checkpoints.html


 
 
 
 

3 
 

percent of the cases reported to the center were new. ‘In total, the center received 916 new cases during 
the three days,’ he added.” (Arab News) 
 
March 28: Labor Ministry insists on 100 percent feminization in women shops 
“The Ministry of Labor is insisting on 100 percent feminization of all positions in retail stores selling 
women’s accessories in major cities of the Kingdom, according to a ministry source. He said the 
ministry cooperates with the Ministry of Municipal and Rural Affairs to enforce the decision. The source 
said the two ministries are in the third phase of the drive to feminize of women’s retail sector.” (Saudi 
Gazette) 
 
Syria 
March 15: 

http://www.arabnews.com/saudi-arabia/news/901921#.Vvkj0kwipOc
http://saudigazette.com.sa/saudi-arabia/labor-ministry-insists-100-feminization-women-shops/
http://saudigazette.com.sa/saudi-arabia/labor-ministry-insists-100-feminization-women-shops/
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2016/03/15/the-heroic-women-digging-out-syria-s-bomb-victims.html
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2016/03/15/the-heroic-women-digging-out-syria-s-bomb-victims.html
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2016/nt asiation-womctP-beiggial-ffickainioht-ut-syrgazservendists-am-ives5ts.html
http://wvoaB0s3.ei-tce/FPar/yazisauof-womchildrwomereainiomen-prisorunnexls-nge/306.81 5ts.html
http://www.fa<</6m->/B0s3.ei-tUlfam/c.aspx?pageID=238&nid=96942&messCatID=341ace
http://www.gulf-times.com/story/485671/The-role-of-women-is-imperative-for-peace
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By Nishaat Shaik  
 
Additional MENA Women’s News Briefs are available here.  

Follow the Middle East Program on Twitter @WilsonCenterMEP  and Facebook  


