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MENA Women News Brief 
May 24-June 7, 2017  

 
Egypt 
May 24: Empowering Egyptian women by turning homes into factories 
“Talaat’s initiative, called el-Masryeen Awla (Egyptians First), started in 2006 in public parks where he 

http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/05/fighter-battles-for-womens-empowerment.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2017/05/26/egyptian-men-combat-sexual-harassment/101717652/
http://gulfnews.com/business/sme/sbwc-receives-egyptian-women-entrepreneurs-1.2036981
http://gulfnews.com/business/sme/sbwc-receives-egyptian-women-entrepreneurs-1.2036981
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2017/Jun-01/407941-editors-from-egypt-kenya-receive-women-in-news-award.ashx
http://nytlive.nytimes.com/womenintheworld/2017/05/24/why-women-and-some-men-in-iran-are-wearing-white-headscarves-on-wednesdays/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/05/25/iran-women-face-bias-workplace
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/05/25/iran-women-face-bias-workplace
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Rouhani would propose two to three woman ministers to the Parliament for his cabinet. We will do our 
best to this end.’” (Iran Front Page) 
 
June 6: Iranian women in combat training 
“Iranian women perform as they train Far East Fighting Arts to be able to defend themselves, at the 
Jughin castle which is located 40 km's far from Tehran.” (Middle East Monitor) 
 
Iraq 
May 25: I ran an illegal beauty salon: The secret lives of women under Islamic State 
“When IS arrived in Mosul, Anwar refused to stop hairdressing, despite it being strictly prohibited. 
Instead, she rebelled in her own quiet way, running a secret beauty salon at home for the women in the 
neighbourhood, buying cosmetics – which were also banned – on the black market.” (Middle East Eye) 
 

http://ifpnews.com/exclusive/rouhani-may-appoint-three-female-ministers-new-cabinet/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20170606-iranian-women-training-to-fight/
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/secret-lives-women-under-islamic-state-how-i-ran-illegal-beauty-salon-101530756
http://aranews.net/2017/05/after-losing-many-of-its-men-isis-uses-women-to-protect-its-last-holdouts-in-mosul/
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/05/zaha-hadid-woman-reshaped-modern-architecture-170530200456379.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/iraq-army-mosul-ramadan-burqa-ban-isis-use-attacks-suicide-bomb-shooting-islamic-state-a7766461.html
http://www.torontosun.com/2017/05/29/united-nations-pulls-support-for-palestinian-womens-centre-named-after-terrorist
http://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/aljazeeraworld/2017/05/fish-water-gaza-fisherwoman-170529104234734.html
https://www.newsdeeply.com/womenandgirls/articles/2017/06/05/in-gaza-marriage-comes-with-a-host-of-dangers-for-women


http://jordantimes.com/news/local/exporters-association-holds-workshop-women-exporters
http://jordantimes.com/news/business-club/empowering-families-and-communities-jordan
https://www.newsdeeply.com/womenandgirls/articles/2017/05/30/making-soap-gives-refugee-women-a-fresh-start-in-jordan
http://jordantimes.com/news/local/debate-continues-article-308-way-lower-houses-vote
http://jordantimes.com/news/local/debate-continues-article-308-way-lower-houses-vote
http://www.arabtimesonline.com/news/60-pc-kuwaiti-employees-women/
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/05/lebanese-graphic-designers-draw-lines.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/05/lebanon-bans-woman-film-israeli-actress-170531163352990.html
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May 31: President’s daughter takes leadership role on women’s commission 
“Claudine Aoun Roukoz, the daughter of President Michel Aoun, was officially announced Tuesday, 
May 30, as chair of the National Commission for Lebanese Women. Roukoz’s appointment came as 
part of the new leadership of the NCLW General Assembly, which also saw Abir Chebaro Ibrahim and 
former Minister Wafaa Dikah Hamzeh appointed vice presidents.” (The Daily Star) 
 
June 6: Women’s quota on the agenda, but for later 
“With talk of an electoral law agreement in the making, the issue of a women’s quota is back in the 
limelight as several lawmakers rallied behind a demand for a set minimum for women’s 
representation. After several delays, a new proportional vote law reached by the country’s leadership 
last week is under discussion, and rival factions are reportedly working to sort out last minute details.” 
(The Daily Star) 
 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2017/May-31/407839-presidents-daughter-takes-leadership-role-on-womens-commission.ashx
https://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2017/Jun-06/408599-womens-quota-on-the-agenda-but-for-later.ashx
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2017/05/217477/the-anazur-caravane-uncovers-the-difficult-reality-of-moroccan-nomad-women/
https://thepeninsulaqatar.com/article/04/06/2017/Moroccan-police-stifle-women%E2%80%99s-protest-in-northern-city
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/24/opinion/why-saudi-women-are-literally-living-the-handmaids-tale.html?_r=0
http://gulfnews.com/news/gulf/saudi-arabia/saudi-prince-supports-women-driving-1.2035965
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-40171306
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Syria 
May 29: 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/tayybeh-syrian-cuisine-1.4137012
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/06/egypt-syrian-women-association-getting-stronger-struggle-war.html
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/06/syria-north-raqqa-female-kurdish-fighter-islamic-state.html
http://independentturkey.org/refugee-woman-syria-kilis-turkey/
http://www.newsweek.com/sport-french-open-tennis-ons-jabeur-woman-roland-garros-making-history-619555
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/koc-for-gender-equality-and-inventions-.aspx?PageID=238&NID=113692&NewsCatID=402
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/koc-for-gender-equality-and-inventions-.aspx?PageID=238&NID=113692&NewsCatID=402
http://armenianweekly.com/2017/05/30/mukaddes-alatas-arrested/
http://armenianweekly.com/2017/05/30/mukaddes-alatas-arrested/
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June 5: 173 women killed in Turkey in first five months of 2017: Report 
“Some 173 women were killed by men in the first five months of 2017, according to a report released by 
a women’s rights activist organization on Monday, June 5. The report from women’s rights 
organization ‘We Will Stop Femicide’ stated that 39 women were killed in May, more than any other 
month.” (Hurriyet Daily News) 
 
United Arab Emirates 
May 31: Six men get life for sexually exploiting two women 
“Six men have each received life sentences for forcing two women into prostitution, one of whom lost 
her life trying to escape. The six Bangladeshi men, aged between 25 and 44, bought and sold the two 
Indonesian women between themselves in November 2015. They locked the women in the rooftop 
room of a building in Dubai.” (Gulf News) 
 
Yemen 
May 27: Girls are increasingly being married off in war-torn Yemen 
“Child marriages are mounting dramatically in the Arab world’s poorest country, fueled by a war that 
has thrown society into turmoil. As the fighting grinds on in its third year, millions of families are 
unable to make ends meet, and more than 3 million people have been driven from their homes, ending 
up in camps. For families desperate for cash, unable to support their children or afraid they cannot 
protect their daughter’s ‘virtue,’ marrying off a girl becomes the solution.” (Arab News) 
 
May 30: Women in Yemen Bear Brunt of Suffering, Civil Society Leader Tells Security Council, as 
Special Envoy Recounts Assassination Attempt 
“Only an end to war would reverse the suffering endured by the people of Yemen, a civil society 
representative from that country, 

http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/173-women-killed-in-turkey-in-first-five-months-of-2017-report.aspx?pageID=238&nid=113936&NewsCatID=509
http://gulfnews.com/news/uae/courts/six-men-get-life-for-sexually-exploiting-two-women-1.2036392
http://www.arabnews.com/node/1105941/middle-east
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/women-yemen-bear-brunt-suffering-civil-society-leader-tells-security-council-special
http://www.sabanew.net/viewstory.php?id=18205
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/mena-womens-news-brief
https://twitter.com/WilsonCenterMEP
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/program/middle-east-program

