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November 24: 1PU calls on parliaments to urgently step up efforts to protect girls from violence
“Efforts to protect girls from all types of violence need to be dramatically scaled up if one of the most
vulnerable groups in society is to have a future free from abuse and bright with potential, says the Inter-
Parliamentary Union. The Organization is calling for parliaments and parliamentarians everywhere to
urgently take the necessary legislative action to help end violence against girls as it marks the
International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women on 25 November.” (Inter-
Parliamentary Union)

Bahrain
November 20: Women entrepreneurs are more successful than men

“Women entrepreneurs have become more successful than men in the last seven years in Bahrain,
according to United Nations Industrial Development Organisation (UNIDO). The success rate of women
entrepreneurs currently stands at 70 percent compared with 40 percent seven years ago UNIDO
investment and technology promotion fflce head Dr. Hashim Hussein sa
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November 29: Women'’s rights defender Ghada Jamsheer released and immediately re-arrested
Th

November 30: Six women voted to power in Bahrain polls

“They include three female MPs and three municipal councilors. Fatima Al Asfoor, Ruwa'a Al Hayki
and Jameela Al Sammak, all from the Northern Governorate, secured seats in the 40-seat parliament for
a four-year term, while Bodoor Bin Rajab (Northern), Sabah Al Dossary (Muharraq) and Fatima
Mohammed (Northern) landed three of 30 available municipal council posts. Only one of them won
during the first round of voting on November 22, while the remaining five were voted in yesterday,
November 29 through a second round run-off.” (Trade Arabia)

Egypt

November 20: Eqypt’s first FGM trial ends in not quilty verdicts for doctor, father

“Months-long trial followed death of 13-year-old Soheir al-Batea after undergoing banned procedure.”
(Al-Jazeera)

November 24: Health ministry launches medical protocol for victims of gender-based violence




“The Egyptian Ministry of Health has launched a Medical Protocol for Management of Victims of
Gender Based Violence. The protocol was prepared in cooperation with the United Nations Population
Fund (UNFPA) and the Regional Center for Training in Family Planning and Reproductive Health
(RCT). The protocol will be applied in Greater Cairo, Assiut and Sohag by the end 2014, said UNFPA
representative Jaime Nadal. All Egyptian cities will follow in 2015. In addition to legal procedures to
support victims of gender based violence, such as finding proof for forensic reports, the protocol
discusses medical and psychological aspects of the problem.” (Daily News Egypt)

November 24: Sexual harassment still pervasive in Eqypt, despite new law

“Egypt’s interim cabinet amended the harassment law and included it in the Egyptian penal code in
June. The new amendments escalated the penalties for any form of verbal or nonverbal sexual
harassment or abuse in public or private areas, to at least six months imprisonment and a fine of between
EGP 3,000 and EGP 5,000. “The new law brought about a notable increase in awareness about the
sexual harassment issue and has encouraged people to report harassment incidents,” said Azza Kamel,
the director of civil society initiative | Saw Harassment. ‘However, we still cannot affirm that the law
can actually end sexual harassment in Egypt.”” (Daily News Egypt)

lran
November 24: (Op-Ed) The Women Of Iran Can Bring About Chang — If Not Suppressed
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form of resistance by Kurdish women against the Islamic State, which is known for abusing women's
rights in areas under its control.” (Huffington Post)

November 28: Militants Execute Two Female Parliamentary Candidates in Mosul

“Members of terror group Islamic State (ISIS) have allegedly executed two female parliamentary
candidates in the besieged city of Mosul, Kurdish media network Rudaw reported. It is believed that the
women were killed in the Faisalya area in central Mosul. ‘IS gunmen executed two former female
candidates in Mosul after the Sharia Court issued death sentence on them,” said Saad Mamuzin, the head
of the Kurdistan Democratic Party KDP's Mosul branch.’One of the candidates was Ibtisam Ali Jarjis on
the Watanya list, and the second one was Miran Ghazi a candidate for Arab List,” he added, and then
explained that the two women had repented in one of I1S's mosques to spare their lives.” (International
Business Times)

Israel

November 26: Israeli activists call for peace talks, women’s participation

“Roughly 1,000 women from around Israel Tuesday, November 25 boarded a train to the Gaza border
town of Sderot to call on Israel and the Palestinians to restart peace talks immediately and ensure
women are present at the negotiating table.” (Al-Arabiya)
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“The Nusra Front threatened Thursday, November 27 to execute one of the 26 Lebanese captives being
held by jihadis on the northeast border unless Lebanon releases a female terror suspect within 24 hours.”

(Daily Star)

Libya

November 26: Libyan women struggle to join the workforce

“Above all else, one thing is clear: Libyan women are highly educated. The majority of college
graduates in the country are women, with 77 percent pursuing higher education courses, compared to 63
percent of men, according to a September 2013 report by the International Foundation for Electoral
Systems (IFES). However, the problems seem to arise after graduation, with only 43 percent of women
gaining official employment. ‘The issue is not education, it's that following on from education, we have
this drastic decrease where a lot of women are not entering the formal workforce,” said Alaa Murabit,
the founder of the Voice for Libyan Women, from her home in Zawiyah, a city in northwest Libya.”
(Al-Jazeera)

Morocco

November 18: Women Represent 39.40 percent of Public Servants in Morocco

“In the private sector, women represent 45 percent of employees, he noted, adding that women’s
representation in some productive sectors is estimated between 69 and 87 percent.” (Morocco World




November 24: Birth control emphasized

“Experts have emphasized the need for population control to preserve the economic resources and urged
the Council of Senior Islamic Scholars and the Shoura Council to express their opinion on the sensitive
issue.” (Arab News)

November 26: New law fails to curb domestic violence in Saudi Arabia
“There were 1,049 cases of domestic violence and child abuse last year despite new family protection
laws that were implemented after they were approved by the Cabinet, according to the Social Affairs

Ministry.” (Al-Arabiya)

Syria

November 18: In Syria, struggling to shine a light on victims of sexual violence

“Documenting sexual violence has been the biggest challenge, because of Syrian cultural norms that
regard rape as a source of shame and dishonor. Terrified women and unwilling families are more
concerned about not tarnishing familial honor than in seeking legal justice, especially since there is no
foreseeable avenue for prosecutions while the conflict rages on.” (LA Times)

November 18: Marriage and Marty rdom: How ISIS is Winninq Women
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Then last month, she disappeared. The surveillance cameras in the Mulhouse airport, 50 miles from her
home, showed her moving confidently and alone as she used her older sister’s passport to fly to Istanbul
and then on to Gaziantep, a Turkish city known as the gateway to Syria for jihadists. (New York Times)

Tunisia

November 20: (Op-Ed) Tunisia’s only female presidential candidate takes on 22 male contenders
“Qutspoken, long-time judge Kalthoum Kannou is Tunisia’s first female presidential candidate. On 23
November, she will compete against 22 other contenders in the country’s first round of presidential
elections since the Arab Spring’s protest wave overthrew the long-lasting regime of former President
Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali.” (Middle East Eye)

November 20: Tunisia police rape: ‘Meriem" attackers' sentences doubled
“Two Tunisian policeman convicted of raping a woman in a police car have had their sentences more
than doubled in a high-profile court case.” (BBC News)







