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November 17: Hassan Rouhani’s Women’s Rights Conundrum (Op-ed by Haleh Esfandiari) 
“When it comes to civil rights, including women’s rights, President Hassan Rouhani’s hands are tied. 
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and my family.’ The participants held banners that read ‘nationality is not identification papers’ 
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November 11: Even a little power is a welcome first step for Saudi suffragettes (Op-ed by Roula 
Khalaf) 
“The municipal poll on Saturday, December 12 is the first time that women will vote and stand in a 
nationwide election, which is only the third voting experiment ever to be held in the conservative 
kingdom. It is, moreover, a partial election, with only half the seats for grabs, the rest appointed. And 
yet, instead of frustration, there was excitement in the faces of women running in the elections. For 
Saudi suffragettes, change comes at such a slow pace that every little step helps.” (Financial Times) 
 
November 15: Saudi Arabia to have four industrial cities for women 
“The Saudi Organization for Industrial Estates and Technology Zones (MODON) is set to establish four 
new industrial cities in Jeddah, Yanbu, Qassim and Al-Jouf. MODON is in the process of coordinating 
with other parties to allocate industrial land to 
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Yemen 
November 14: Travel Ban on Women’s Rights Advocate 
“Houthi officials in Yemen have barred a prominent women’s rights advocate, Dr. Shafiqa al-Wahsh, 
from traveling to preparatory peace talk meetings in the region, Human Rights Watch said. The Houthis, 


