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MENA Women News Brief 
October 12, 2016-October 24, 2016 

 
Bahrain 
October 17: Visionary, Defiant and Resilient: Bahrain’s Dissenting Women (Op-Ed by Semanur 
Karaman) 

NPR

) 
 
October 21: Female drummers find a beat in Cairo 
“Two young Egyptian drummers are defying their country's social norms and taboos by taking part in an 
art form that has scarcely been practiced by women and is usually associated with belly dancing. Donia 
Sami and Rania Omar started the first female drumming band in Egypt to challenge Egyptian society's 
stereotypes and encourage more Egyptian women to take up their art. ‘Playing any instrument is a right 
of every woman on earth, especially if she is passionate about it,’ Donia said. (Al-Monitor) 
 
Iran 
October 13: Only Woman Iran Allowed in Ironman Race: I Did ‘Toughest Endurance Challenge 
While Being Covered’ in Hijab 
“In the heat and humidity of Hawaii, competing in an Ironman covered from head to toe in a hijab isn’t 
ideal, but it was the only way Iranian Shirin Gerami could race for her country. Gerami finished the 
Ironman World Championship in Kona, Hawaii—consisting of a 2.4-mile swim, a 112-mile bike ride, 
ending with a marathon—in 13 hours and 11 minutes.” (People)  
 
Iraq 
October 22: Dozens of Yazidi women enslaved by ISIS moved from Mosul 
“Dozens of Yazidi women captured and enslaved by ISIS in 2014 have been moved from the Iraqi city 
of Mosul to Syria, according to the UK-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights. The monitoring 
group and US military officials have said ISIS militants are fleeing Mosul and heading for Raqqa, Syria, 
the de facto capital of ISIS, as Iraqi-led forces push to free the key Iraqi city from the terror group.” 
(CNN) 
 
 
 
 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/semanur-karaman/visionary-defiant-and-res_b_12523172.html
http://www.npr.org/sections/parallels/2016/10/15/497957693/in-egypt-the-high-cost-of-romance-is-crippling-hopes-of-marriage
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2016/10/egypt-women-drummer-cairo-social-norms.html#ixzz4O1rwPrCY
http://people.com/bodies/iran-woman-allowed-ironman-world-championship-hijab/
http://www.cnn.com/2016/10/20/middleeast/mosul-iraq-syria-yazidi/


https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/these-israeli-women-marched-from-the-lebanese-border-to-jerusalem-heres-why/2016/10/19/a9b67618-b92c-4c7a-9ad8-d992477e7db1_story.html
http://www.jordantimes.com/news/local/jordanian-ayat-amer-first-arab-woman-win-nasa-competition%E2%80%99
http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/jordan-activists-seek-stiffer-sentences-honor-killings-42856521
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/headscarves-worn-first-middle-east-fifa-womens-tourney-164837026--sow.html
http://news.kuwaittimes.net/website/23-women-kuwait-diagnosed-breast-cancer/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2016/10/199015/13-women-sworn-in-as-moroccos-ambassadors/
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October 14: Proportion of Women in Moroccan Parliament Rises to 21 percent 
“Following the Friday, 

http://northafricapost.com/14582-proportion-women-moroccan-parliament-rises-21.html
http://www.zawya.com/mena/en/story/Oman_Development_Bank_lends_54mln_to_womens_projects-ZAWYA20161017043101/
http://www.muscatdaily.com/Archive/Oman/Omani-women-narrate-their-success-stories-on-women-s-day-4uaz
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2016/10/palestine-labor-employed-woman-rights-guideline.html#ixzz4O1yXmjG6
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/10/17/insider/saudi-women-vote-for-the-first-time-what-did-that-look-like.html
http://www.tunisia-live.net/2016/10/12/woman-the-law-and-islam/


http://www.ennahdha.tn/
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2016/oct/24/tunisia-gender-violence-bill-substance-progressive-image
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkish-women-are-seeking-illegal-ways-for-abortion.aspx?pageID=449&nID=105187&NewsCatID=507
http://www.thenational.ae/uae/environment/20161024/new-programme-aims-to-increase-representation-of-female-farmers-in-the-middle-east
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/nation/general/conference-to-highlight-women-as-key-contributors-to-peace
http://www.fairobserver.com/region/middle_east_north_africa/media-stereotypes-women-in-mena-88736/
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=79355
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Additional MENA Women’s News Briefs are available here

http://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/mena-womens-news-brief
https://twitter.com/WilsonCenterMEP
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/program/middle-east-program

