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MENA Women News Brief 
October 20, 2015 - November 3, 2015 

 

Bahrain 

October 21: Year in Prison for Protester Who Tore Up Photo of Bahrain’s King 

“An appeals court in Bahrain upheld the conviction of a prominent opposition activist on Wednesday, 

October 21, sentencing her to one year in prison for insulting the nation’s king by tearing up a 

photograph of him last year in front of a judge while on trial for the very same act. The activist, Zainab 

al-Khawaja, ripped up a picture of King Hamad bin Isa al-Khalifa during a court hearing related to 

charges that she insulted the monarch in exactly the same way in 2012.” (New York Times) 

 

Egypt 

October 20: Two women qualified for runoffs in Egypt parliament elections 

“Two female candidates, among the 112 contested in E

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/22/world/middleeast/year-in-prison-for-protester-who-tore-up-photo-of-bahrains-king.html?_r=0
http://www.thecairopost.com/news/172843/news/2-women-qualified-for-runoffs-in-egypt-parliament-elections
http://egyptianstreets.com/2015/10/21/for-the-love-of-egypt-6-things-to-know-about-egypts-next-majority-party/
http://egyptianstreets.com/2015/10/22/30-egyptian-women-become-members-of-parliament-after-first-phase-of-elections/
http://egyptianstreets.com/2015/10/22/30-egyptian-women-become-members-of-parliament-after-first-phase-of-elections/
http://english.ahram.org.eg/News/162202.aspx
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/women-s-rights-in-iran-exiled-activist-reveals-how-her-fight-for-equality-is-attracting-male-support-a6701611.html


http://aranews.net/2015/10/isis-executes-six-women-for-allowing-sons-to-join-iraqi-army/
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/10/iraq-sexual-harassment-151019160003205.html
http://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/business/.premium-1.682434
http://mfa.gov.il/mfa/mashav/latest_news/pages/president-of-israel-meets-women-leaders-in-jerusalem.aspx
http://northafricapost.com/9652-morocco-growing-controversy-over-womens-inheritance-rights.html
http://northafricapost.com/9652-morocco-growing-controversy-over-womens-inheritance-rights.html
http://www.thenational.ae/world/middle-east/one-woman-elected-in-omans-shura-council-elections
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2015/10/women-intifada-palestine-151023085848279.html
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“In light of the ongoing closure of the Rafah crossing, Palestinian couples find themselves forced to get 

married via Skype in proxy weddings. Because of the deteriorating security situation in north Sinai, 

http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2015/10/gaza-wedding-no-groom-closure-rafah-crossing.html#ixzz3qRcn1kXt
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/palestinian-women-oppressed-rights-overlooked-favour-national-liberation-1771812742#sthash.6RKQVbpL.dpuf
http://saudigazette.com.sa/saudi-arabia/finally-saudi-women-have-their-own-id-cards/
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/media/digital/2015/11/02/How-phone-apps-are-helping-women-travel-in-Saudi-Arabia.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/02/opinion/in-saudi-arabia-where-womens-suffrage-is-a-new-idea.html
http://www.thenational.ae/world/middle-east/victory-is-all-for-kurdish-women-fighters
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restricted the work of male gynecologists in accordance with its leaders’ belief that men and women 

should be kept apart at all costs.” (The Independent) 
 

November 2: Syrian women work their magic at local culinary school 

“The İzmit Municipality will soon launch its ‘Damascus Cuisine Project’ which aims to teach Syrian 

refugees how to make and sell traditional Middle Eastern cuisine. The project will employ Syrian 

women as instructors and provide them with an income to help support their family. In İzmit, where 

many Syrian refugees have taken shelter, the municipality has already launched various projects to help 

Syrian refugees make a livelihood and ease their assimilation into Turkish society.” (Daily Sabah) 

 

Turkey 

October 29: The most important woman in Turkey 

“As co-chair of the party which unexpectedly robbed the Justice and Development Party (AKP) of its 

ruling majority in June, Figen Yuksekdağ is one of the most important politicians in Turkey today. She 

is also the embodiment of the leftist Peoples’ Democratic Party’s (HDP) commitment to gender equality, 

in a country that ranks 120 of 136 on the Global Gender Gap Index.” (Politico)  

 

October 30: Erdoğan always favored women's rights (Op-ed by Hilal Kaplan) 

“President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan's struggle for women's rights is insistently ignored. The most 

important project in this field is the W20 Summit, which was initiated under the aegis of Turkey as this 

year's G20 president. The importance that Erdoğan places on women's rights is head and shoulders 

above the one attached by not only conservative segments, but also Turkey's mainstream perspective.” 

(Daily Sabah) 

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/isis-shuts-down-womens-clinics-in-raqqa-to-prevent-male-gynaecologists-treating-female-patients-a6713266.html
http://www.dailysabah.com/life/2015/11/02/syrian-women-work-their-magic-at-local-culinary-school
http://www.politico.eu/article/the-most-important-woman-in-turkey-akp/
http://www.dailysabah.com/columns/hilal_kaplan/2015/10/30/erdogan-always-favored-womens-rights
http://www.bbc.com/news/blogs-news-from-elsewhere-34698498
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/nov/02/turkish-equality-campaigners-condemn-sharp-fall-in-female-mps
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/oct/26/hundreds-of-women-prosecuted-for-extramarital-sex-in-uae-finds-bbc
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on women and mentioned UN Women’s efforts in the region. He also presented a letter prepared by 

Yemeni women, in which they call for an end to the violence and the inclusion of women voices in all 

peace efforts.” (UN Women) 

 

November 2: As Yemen conflict grows, women’s vulnerability grows 

http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2015/10/yemeni-women-call-for-their-inclusion-in-peace-efforts#sthash.0VTQErip.dpuf
http://www.unfpa.org/news/yemen-conflict-drags-women%E2%80%99s-vulnerability-grows
http://www.thenational.ae/business/the-life/female-leadership-in-the-gcc-needs-our-support
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2015/oct/30/women-building-peace-salwa-bugaighis-libya
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/mena-womens-news-brief
https://twitter.com/WilsonCenterMEP
http://www.facebook.com/middleeastprogram
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/program/middle-east-program

