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Jordan 
September 13: In Jordan, Ever Younger Syrian Brides 
“For many Syrians stuck in Jordan’s squalid and sometimes dangerous refugee camps, marrying girls off 
at younger and younger ages is increasingly being seen as a necessity — a way of easing the financial 

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/14/world/middleeast/in-jordan-ever-younger-syrian-brides.html
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Saudi Arabia 
September 14: Small retailers to face Saudi feminization rules for the first time 
“Saudi Arabia’s feminization program will be expanded to include some retail stores will fewer than 
five employees for the first time from October 25. Retailers selling women’s perfumes, maternity wear, 
abayas, shoes, bags, clothes and fabrics are to be included in what will be the third phase of the 
government’s plan to increase female employment.” (Arabian Business) 
 
September 18: No Women on Asian Games Team 
“Saudi Arabia’s failure to 
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September 12: Tunisia’s Sister of the Revolution 
“Ikram Ben Said [founder of Aswat Nissa — or Voices of Women] took part in the Arab Spring's first 
successful uprising — and then realized that the struggle for women's rights in Tunisia was just 
beginning.” (TIME) 
 
September 13: Tunisia now has more women than men 
“‘The population of Tunisia is 10,982,754’ as against 9.9 million in 2004, National Statistics Institute 
chief Hedi Saidi said [on Friday, September 12]. ‘For the first time, there are more women than men,’ 
with women making up 50.2 percent of the population, he added.” (Arab News) 
 
UAE 
September 8: Meet Dubai Metro's only Emirati woman driver 
“When the Dubai Metro was inaugurated six years ago, the other first to its credit was a young Emirati 
woman driver, Mariam Al Saffar, 30, who has now been moved to the Dubai Tram project as the 
operation supervisor since December 2013 and expects to be promoted to operations manager once the 
Tram project open in November.” (Gulf News) 
  
Yemen 
September 8: Yemeni Women Fight For Greater Representation 
“After years of activism, Amal Basha’s [pro-quota National Dialogue Conference delegate] demands for 
guarantees of greater representation for women in the political system has finally edged closer to 
reality.” (Yemen Times) 
 
September 18: Yemeni Women Making A Difference 
“Five exemplary Yemeni women from around the country are profiled below. Their work and initiatives 
constitute valuable contributions to Yemeni society. They have been interviewed as part of a project by 
the Yemen 21 Forum, a local NGO based in Sana’a.” (Yemen Times) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By Samaa Ahmed  

 
Additional MENA Women’s News Briefs are available here.  

http://time.com/3270885/ikram-ben-said-nextgen-leaders/
http://www.arabnews.com/news/629326
http://gulfnews.com/news/gulf/uae/society/meet-dubai-metro-s-only-emirati-woman-driver-1.1381705
http://www.yementimes.com/en/1814/report/4302/Yemeni-women-fight-for-greater-representation.htm
http://www.yementimes.com/en/1817/report/4353/Yemeni-women-making-a-difference.htm
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/mena-womens-news-brief
https://twitter.com/WilsonCenterMEP
http://www.facebook.com/middleeastprogram
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/program/middle-east-program

