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 May 17: Boris Johnson to Raise Zaghari-Ratcliffe Case with Iran C ounterpart  
The foreign minister, Boris Johnson, is expected to raise the case of Nazanin Zaghari -Ratcliffe, a British-
Iranian woman being held in an Iranian jail, when he meets his Iranian counterpart, Mohammad Javad 
Zarif, for talks in Brussels, Downing Street has said. The confirmation came after her husband, Richard 
Ratcliffe, urged Johnson to discuss the case with Zarif. The two foreign ministers were due to meet later 
on Tuesday in Brussels to discuss ways to shore up the Iran nuclear deal, from which the US has now 
withdrawn.  (The Guardian)  
 

Iraq   
May 13: Forget 
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May 17: Dina Shihabi: The Actress Blazing a Trail for Saudi W omen  
After officially reintroducing movie theaters last month, and establishing an opera house and national 
orchestra, along with the now frequent staging of musical and sporting events, Saudi Arabia is in the 
midst of an entertainment overhaul. But long before any of these reforms began taking place in the 
Kingdom, a young Saudi actress by the name of Dina Shihabi was already blazing a trail for Saudi 
women in cinema as she began her own film journey in the face of regional and cultural obstacles. She 
was motivated to pursue an acting career and persist despite the challenges she faced along the way, and 
is now delighted to be witnessing the incredible, rapid changes for women, and the film industry, in 
Saudi Arabia. (Arab News)  
 
May 15: Riyadh Hosts First Women’s Car E xhibition  
Dubbed “Pinkish”, the three -day exhibition allowed women to see the high -end cars on display, interact 
with dealers and insurance company representatives, and learn about special offers. Organizers reported 
women enthusiastically discussed with their relatives a nd companions what cars would suit them best as 
they spent time on simulators to get a feel for the experience they expect to have starting June 24, when 
they will be allowed to drive.  Riyadh hosts first women’s car exhibition  (Gulf News)  
 

Tunisia  
May 12: ‘I Can Finally Dream’: Tunisia Expands Protection for Battered Women  
In 2016, 60 percent of Tunisian women were victims of domestic violence, according to the Ministry of 
Women, Family and Children, with studies from nongovernmental groups suggesting the figure may 
even be higher. And 50 percent of women said they had experienced aggression in a public area at least 
once in their lives. Legislators and women’s activists say they are hoping to reduce those numbers with 
the new law and the shelters that opened at the recommendation of the legislation.  (The New York 
Times)  
 

Turkey  
May 16: Turkey Launches Mobile App to Respond Faster to Cases of Violence against Women 
Turkey has launched a mobile application called “Women Support” ( KADES) for victims of violence with 
the joint cooperation of the Family and Social Policies Ministry and Interior Ministry.  “This  application 
seeks to ensure women reach our police forces and receive help when under any threat, with just one 
touch,” Interior Minister Süleyman Soylu said 
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May 15: Palestinian Women’s Struggle Hasn’t Translated to Political P ower 
Palestinian women have been in the forefront of Palestinian national activism and sacrifice since the 
spark of the Palestinian revolution. Despite this well- documented fact, Palestinian men in political power, 
like men in society itself, will not easily give up power.  


