


country freer and more democratic.  I think, Ion Ratiu must have had somewhat the same idea 

as he was a friend of Peter Benenson, the founder of Amnesty International.

Meanwhile, things were getting worse.  The Kremlin took over all national TV channels.  

Party system, elections, and the judiciary were more and more controlled.  All political and 

economical power was becoming more centralized.  A euphemism of “managed democracy” 

(and, later, “sovereign democracy”) was invented to describe the new status quo after this slow 

authoritarian coup d’état.  I realized that the main battle for freedom in Russia was taking place 

in the political sphere, so I joined SPS (Union
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The scandal was so big that the top officers of United Russia’s youth branch Youth










