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Improving the Health and Wellbeing of Afghan 
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USAID Objective: A Healthier Population  
  
USAID has adopted a four -pronged approach to improving 

the health of Afghan people, especially women and 
children . 
 

1.  Meet the immediate healthcare needs of the population 
by supporting the provision of primary healthcare 
services; 

2.   Increase demand for and access to quality health 
products and services through the private sector; and 

3.  Address the long -term sustainability of the healthcare   
     system by  strengthening the capacity of the Afghan    
     Ministry of Public Health at the Central and Provincial  
     levels. 
4.   Improve the health -related behaviors of individuals,  
      families, and communities ;  
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Expanding Access to Basic, Life Saving Primary Care  

Standardized Basic  
Package of HealthCare  
Services 

• Specific services offered  

• Type and number of staff  

• Facility features  

• Equipment and supplies required 

• Essential drugs and dosage 

offered  
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Increasing Human Resources, especially Skilled Midwives 
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Scaling –Up Emergency Obstetrical Care  

• PPH accounts for almost 56% of 

all maternal deaths in 

Afghanistan.  

• MoPH  has made EmOC  a 

cornerstone of Afghanistan’s 

maternal health activities.  

• From 2006 -2001, number of 

BPHS facilities providing EmOC  

increased from 26 to 78. 
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Other Success Factors Contributing to overall 
Improvement in the Health Sector 

• Forging effective partnerships  
 

• Empowering Women  
 

• Implementation and procurement  
     reform  

 
• Building host country systems and 

capacity  
 
• Innovation 





Despite the Success, Work Remains 

• A long -term partnership between Afghanistan and 
the international community remains critical.   
 
 

• USAID/Afghanistan is committed to maintaining 
and building on the gains made over the past 10 
years.  
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