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reelected. A bilateral relationship is meant to be 
between two countries, and Brazil should not solely 
depend on the good relationship between two 
presidents. 

Simon raised the issue of the crisis in Venezuela, 
which had not yet been addressed by the panel. 
He noted that, when asked about the possibility of 
military intervention in Venezuela, Bolsonaro replied 
that he would not expose his strategy (and thus 
loose the element of surprise). Some interpreted 
this statement as Bolsonaro allowing Trump to more 
overtly threaten Venezuela militarily, while others 
suggested he was simply “being nice” to Trump. 
Simon acknowledged that in reality, both countries’ 
militaries are concerned about the situation in 
Venezuela. However, the more radical elements 
within the Brazilian government have been pushed 
aside, and Vice President Hamilton Mourão and 
other generals have been tasked with establishing 
direct channels with Maduro’s military to negotiate 
an end to the crisis. 

Moura noted that a survey conducted last month 
in Venezuela found that more than 80 percent of 
Venezuelans are against U.S. intervention, even 
those who support National Assembly leader 
Juan Guaidó’s being declared interim president. 
Even though many support Guaidó, 52 percent of 
Venezuelans still view Maduro as the president.

Sotero argued that, even though President Bolsonaro 
left things vague at the White House, his position 

is not at all vague in Brazil. Military intervention in 
Venezuela with Brazilian participation is not on the 
table. Vice President Hamilton Mourão has stated 
publicly that an intervention would only complicate 
the situation, and the goal is to help the Venezuelan 
people resolve the crisis as peacefully as possible. 

Aragão added that there are at least two thousand 
Russian soldiers in Venezuela and he does not see 
a situation in which U.S. and Russian soldiers will 
end up stationed within the same territory. He also 
explained that at least 70 percent of the military 
remains loyal to Maduro, making foreign military 
intervention essentially impossible. 

Zimmerman argued U.S. troops in Colombia are a 
rather transparent scare tactic, as the United States 
has all but admitted that military intervention is not 
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