
A Historical and Demographic 
Outlook of Migration from 
Central America’s Northern 

Triangle 

Carla Pederzini, Universidad Iberoamericana Mexico City, 
Fernando Riosmena, University of Colorado at Boulder, 
Claudia Masferrer, INRS and El Colegio de México and 

Noemy Molina, Fundación Iris de Centromerica Partners-El Salvador 
 

Launch of CANAMID Policy Brief Series 
 

October 20, 2015 
Woodrow Wilson Center 

Washington, DC 
 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Emigration out of the three NTCA nations, mostly directed towards the U.S. and passing through Mexico, has continued at high levels in the recent past, leading to a persistent growth of the NTCA-born population in the U.S., particularly of those in unauthorized statuses.  This is happening despite:



 Unauthorized NTCA immigrant stocks 
grow while Mexican stocks diminish 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This graph shows immigrant stocks from NTCA grow from 1990 to 2015 ( Honduras in blue, EL Salvador in red  and Guatemala in gray).  While the mexican (in yellow) stocks dimisnishes during the same the period.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
In this presentacion I  will be covering the following topics: In the first place we will talk about the historical context and international migraton dynamics from the NTCA.



Historical Context 



Intra-regional migration responses 

“Export-oriented” political economy based on basic      
agricultural commodities favored: 

– Large domestic producers at El Salvador and 
Guatemala 

– Foreign investment  
 

Guatemala: Historical migration flows to SE Mexico      
  
El Salvador: Dislocated peasants to Honduras 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The countries of the NTCA underwent a long and complicated political-economic history which has produced large socioeconomic inequalities within each of these nations along with associated political turmoil 



From

 I n t r a - regional 

t o  International M i g r a t i o n  

Guatemala:  Refugee camps ran by UNHCR in Mexico  M i g r a t i o n  f l o w s  t o  U S   

 r 5El Salvador:  During the conflict: Onset of migration flow to  US  A f t e r  p a c i f i c a t i o n :  E m i g r a t i o n  r e k i n d l e d  d u e  t o :  

 r 6 Longstanding economic problems and pol itical  confro ntation  r6 Hurricane Mitch (1998) and earthquake (2001)  r6 Increasing gang violence since beg. of 21s t  C e n t u r y  H o n d u r a s :   Highest r a t e  o f  r e c e n t  m i g r a t i o n  t o  t h e  U S  r e f u e l e d  b y  d r u g  a n d  g a n g  r e l a t e d  v i o l e n c e  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
During the armed conflicts many guatemalans had to seek refuge in Mexico where the United Natios established refugee camps.  Also in El Salvador during the conflict, migration flows to the US onset And after pacification, emigratoin rekindled due to longstanding economic and political problems , natural disasters and gang violence more recently.Honduras had a later incorporation to the flow. Its highest recent migrations was refueled by drug and gang violence



Destination: Mexico 

• Mexican asylum “policy” challenged at end of 1970s 
– Commission 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mexico’s historical position as an emigration country is well known and documented. Only recently the role of Mexico as a country of transit, settlement destination as well as return migration gained attention.The magnitude of the arrival of Central American migrants to Mexico at the end of the 1970s challenged Mexican asylum policy with the upsurge of Central Americans fleeing political instability. With the creation of INM in 1993, formal channels to control and manage migration through the development of special programs were established. As a response to increased violence towards migrants and an escalation of human rights violations cases mainly from organized crime, in 2011 the Mexican government adopted a new migration law.
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Population born in the NTCA living in 
Mexico by year 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mexican census data show that the NTCA population “normally residing” in the country 	increased by 50% between 2000 and 2010, going from 33,000 to 50,000. 70 % of NTCA nationals in Mexico in 2000 were born in Guatemala, reflecting a migratory tradition and stronger relations Towards the end of the decade however, the relative presence of Salvadorans and especially Hondurans increased, motivated by the economic, political and violent context described above. ntca with residence in the U.S. five years prior to the Census increased more than threefold between 2000 and 2010. Reflecting that many aim to return to the U.S. 



Transit through Mexico 

• Increasing trend since the mid-1990s to 2005 
Highest point in 2005 = Between 390,000 and 
430,000 migrants. 
– Slowdown 2006-2009  
– Stabilization 2010-2011 
– Since 2012 increase again (Honduras at the top) 

• After 2009 increased proportion of 
unaccompanied minors detained by Mexico 
and the U.S.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Estimates on the flow of unauthorized Central Americans through Mexico show an increased trend  the years 2006 and 2009, the flow suffered a drastic slowdown of about 70%, and then stabilized in 2010-2011, after which the flows increased once again reaching 183,000 migrants in 2012.24 Since 2012, data from U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) and Mexico’s INM, show a sustained increase of apprehensions from ntca countries, with Honduras at the top.Almost 21,000 unaccompanied NTCA children were apprehended at the U.S. Southwest border in 2013, and this more than doubled to 51,000 in 2014. Mostly Salvadoran and Honduran 



Destination: United States 

• Immigration Reform and Control Act (IRCA) 
– 136,000 Salvadorans and 50,000 Guatemalans 

legalized through IRCA (around 1/5th of the population 
in 1990) 

• Limited legal refuge and asylum options 
– TPS a mechanism for temporary but renewable relief 

from deportation 
• Increase in irregular inflows 

– U.S. labor demand  
– Family reunification 
– Immigration policy towards low-skilled 

 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Legal refuge and asylum options also were severely limited for most ntca nationals despite the fact that they were leaving conflict-ridden areas in the 1970s and 1980s The creation of Temporary Protected Status (TPS), a mechanism that provides provisional but renewable relief from deportation and also grants work authorization to people from countries affected by political strife or natural disasters. 



Steady growth of Immigrant stocks in 
the US 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Total stocks of NTCA migrants in the US continue growing, while mexicans remain stable.



Greater feminization in Mexico 
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Older Salvadorans 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Salvadorans seem to be the oldest group in both countries.



Years of Schooling in Mexico and U.S. 
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Presentation Notes
In terms of schooling we find opposite trends for Guatemalaans and Salvadorans in Mexico and USGuatemalans in the most recent period show the lowest education levels in both countries 



Summary 

• Persistence of emigration from the NTCA, rooted 
in a historical and geo-political context defined by 
violence, insecurity and hard economic 
conditions 
– Civil wars in the past 
– Gang and drug-related violence today 

• Consequences of immigration enforcement from 
the U.S. and Mexico 
– Challenges for re-integration 
– Vicious cycle: emigration – return – 

violence/insecurity 
 





Policy recommendations (cont.) 

• To sending countries 
– Reduce “push factors” 
– Ease reintegration upon return 
– Improve data collection on migration that 

captures the complexity of the phenomenon 
• Year of arrival, date of first emigration 
• Place of residence 1 and 5 years prior 
• Cause of migration 

– Share existing and future data and create 
repositories of regional comparative data 


