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FIVE-PART MINISERIES CHERNOBYL, 

AN HBO/SKY CO-PRODUCTION STARRING 

JARED HARRIS, STELLAN SKARSGÅRD AND EMILY WATSON, 

WRITTEN AND CREATED BY CRAIG MAZIN, AND DIRECTED BY JOHAN RENCK, 

DEBUTS MAY 6 ON HBO 

 

-------- 
Paul 



 

Sister Pictures, The Mighty Mint and Word Games as an HBO/Sky co-production. Carolyn 

Strauss (Emmy® winner for “Game of Thrones”) and Jane Featherstone (“Broadchurch”) 

executive produce; Johan Renck and Chris Fry (“Humans”



 

Lewis Jones (“Star Wars: Episode VIII – The Last Jedi”), Fares Fares (HBO’s 

“Westworld”) and David Dencik (“McMafia”). 

 

Writer, creator and executive producer Craig Mazin began researching the Chernobyl 

disaster in 2014, using a wide variety of materials, including several books and 

government reports from inside and outside of the Soviet Union. He spoke to nuclear 

scientists to learn how a reactor works, and interviewed former Soviet citizens to gain a 

better sense of the culture in 1986. 

 

Mazin also read a great number of first-person accounts, which helped bring an additional 

layer of authenticity and humanity to the story. He explains, “When you're reading the 

personal stories of people who were there – people who lived near the plant, people who 

worked at the plant, people who were sent to Chernobyl as part of the effort to clean it up 

– in those individual accounts, that's really where the story came alive.” 

 

Principal photography for CHERNOBYL took place in Lithuania and Ukraine, with a 

creative team including: director of photography Jakob Ihre (“Thelma”); production 

designer Luke Hull (“Howards End”); editors, Jinx Godfrey (“The Theory of Everything”) 



 

Written by Craig Mazin; directed by Johan Renck. 



 

Valery Legasov (Jared Harris), Boris Shcherbina (Stellan Skarsgård) and Ulana Khomyuk 

(Emily Watson) risk their lives and reputations to expose the truth about Chernobyl. 

Written by Craig Mazin; directed by Johan Renck. 
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