Wilson CenteitUSAID
Climate Change Adaptation Seminar Series
20132015

Event Summary
Overview

On Wednesday the



developmentin the case of Steven Wilsoand urban development fdgric Kaufman.
Sandeep Bathala from the Wilson Gist Maternal Health Initiativeoffered an overview

and facilitated



Eric Kaufman founder of the Natural Resilience Fund and Built Environmengented his
experience working opublic-private partnerships farlimate resilience in the city of New
York. Kaufman, with a backgrounth commercial real estatdpcused on his flagship
developmenproject in Satedisland(the New York Wheel, a tourist attraction and muke
development) including the negotiatiomprocesses with local authorities, modification of
designsfor resistane to flooding, andthe final resulting project. Kaufmanmghasised that
projects of thismagnitude involve multiplestaleholders, both from the public and private
sectos, and that internal politics among these stakeholdarsust be considered. Kaufman
disaussed his introduction to the importance of climate resilience and adaptation, after
Hurricane Sandy had major impacts on coastal developments in the Newr¥arkncluding
several of Kaufmas projects. For the New YorWheel project, the federal govenent, the

city governmentand the private sector have been working togdtrenutual benefitWhile
including resilience featuresithin the project design has been a challenge, Kaufman and his
team haveovercomemuch of this resistance through mitigation and energy costs savings.
Kaufmanemphasisedhat adaptation and resilience measures are cheaper when are thought
throughand included tathe start of each development. He also noted tlkatyastrategy for
success in urban resilienceiésdecentralie services; this is especially important for growing
cities in the developing world to consigdbecauséf infrastructure is not yet in place there is
more room to design and build for resilience, for being creaéimd for including edge
technology that is cleaner and effective.

National Panels

Claudia Martinez, Executive Director of from E&esorias and a leader in adaptation
Colombig focused on the need to build bridges between adaptation and mitigation strategies.
Martinez relateghat, asclimate influences botlsocial and economic developmeyaals

Climate Compatible Developmentshould



The



together for a territoal appoach to climate change. There is ckear institutional
commitment, includingfinancial incentives for institutions to join the framework. jbfa
challenges have been translatiigghnical language to make it accessible to the decision
makers and to ensure that the adaptation strategies are tangible.

Discussions on this panel focussed on the identification of specific adaptation measures,
particularly related to land use managem@iite audience brought up concerns ahwoit
knowing if these topics (impactspnsequenceand coping strategies) have been included in
the discussions dhe ormgoing peace process in Colombtao one in the audience or panel

was able to offer clarificatigras no one in attendance was allowed to officially comment

The afternoon @nel included presearts from the private sectefMaria MercedeslJaramillo
from ProBogota and Jessica Jacob of FINDETER. Jaramillo presented ProBogeatly
created initiative engagingarious enterprises based in Bagotvith the aimto promote a
better city. ProBogota suppastthe administration of the city by advocating for solutions,
facilitating discussionand promoting public policiesWithin the resilience framewoyrk
ProBogota is promoting sustainable development and wdtgon by providing information
and practices that are applicable in the city. ProBogota is pronefirtgre forBogot as a
compact city in which displacement can be reduced, resources are used rationally, and risk is
properly addressewhile also responsibly managintatural resources, including the soil.
While the organizationtself is small, itis inviting civil society to participate in itworking
groups: urban planning, employment creation, security, public trangmartmobility and

education.

Paula Jacob brought the perspectivé-INDETER
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emphasizinghe impacts of climate change whiake already being noticed and adaptation
capacity is known to be restrained dgvelopmentThe mangepopulation dynamics variables
should be considered when planning fadaptation including migration patterns,
vulnerability gaps, population patterns, and vulnerable granplsiding women. During the
discussion, the audience highlightedaalditional challenge in the Colombian context:top

of climate changeelated migrationgities have to plan to receive people internally displaced

by violence.

Conclusions

Dr. Wilson from FOMIN started the day stating thiae private sector across thrld is

slowly waking up to the need to invest on adaptation and resilience. This might be more
evident for the agriculturaector or those enterprises in which water is the baseline resource.
Mr. Kaufman from the Nature Resiliené&ind provided a cleaexample of the switch in

New York City towards resilient developmenh which the impacts of climate change are

considered at the start of any development projgaetufmanstressed the difficul



