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Last year, Pathways to Change – Pakistan Policy Symposium, a two-day 
event jointly organized by the Wilson Center and INDUS, convened expert 
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To cooperate meaningfully, Pakistan and the 
United States need to arrive at a common 
assessment of the situation in Afghanistan. 
Both should then move toward identifying 
end-state goals and array political, 
diplomatic, military, and intelligence tools to 
achieve shared objectives. 

Unfortunately, the U.S. “Afghanistan and 
South Asia strategy” is premised on a 
coercive approach towards Pakistan. It is 
counterproductive and inhibits in-depth 
engagement. Only relatively recently have 
the U.S. secretary of state and Pakistani 
foreign minister had occasions to meet. 

It is imperative to find a modus vivendi to 
align Pakistani and U.S. views based on 
their respective national interests.

On Afghanistan, the United States needs 
to premise its understanding of Pakistan on 
the following:

Pakistan would like America to succeed in 
bringing a durable peace to Afghanistan.

The U.S. presence in Afghanistan is 
therefore a factor of stability.

Afghanistan should not again become a 
hotbed for terrorism.

ISIS needs to be eliminated from Afghan 
soil and the broader region (the Afghan 
Taliban is of the same view).

All Afghan parties need to be incentivized to 
reach a settlement.

The rights of women and minorities need 
to be fully respected in a future political/
constitutional dispensation.

The Afghan people are weary of strife and 
conflict.

The war economy needs to be transformed 
into a normal economy.

Pakistan and the United States have been 
on the same side of history for over half a 
century, as friends and allies.  Both have 
partnered together in shaping our world. 

The national interests and strategic calculus 
of the two converged during the Cold War 
era.  Subsequently, Pakistan contributed 
significantly toward the international 
campaign against terror.  However, Pakistan-
U.S. relations have drifted during the past 
few years.   

Fundamental to this has been a 
communication breakdown and a certain 
inability to accurately read each other’s 
strategic intent.  Of course, the global and 
regional situation has also changed, as 
has the domestic political situation of both 
countries. 

Pakistan is a gateway to Central Asia and 
an Indian Ocean state. Its geostrategic 
importance cannot be ignored. But for 
now it carries a negative connotation in the 
United States. This is due to a perceptual 
inclination. The challenge is to convert the 
perception of negative relevance to positive 
relevance. 

The differences between Pakistan and the 
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