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Last year, Pathways to Change – Pakistan Policy Symposium, a two-day 
event jointly organized by the Wilson Center and INDUS, convened expert 
scholars, academics, and practitioners from the United States and Pakistan 
to explore Pakistan’s recent achievements in economic, political, and foreign 
affairs as well as its opportunities to address current and future challenges. 
Speakers and panelists focused on identifying practical, innovative, and 
above all actionable policy solutions. The following series of policy briefs, 
which draw on discussions from the symposium, will be of interest to 
the academic and scholarly communities; diaspora audiences; business 
and policy circles; and any general audiences interested in Pakistan, U.S.-
Pakistan relations, or international relations on the whole. 
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Here is where Pakistani-American 
entrepreneurs can be helpful.

A growing body of evidence suggests 
diaspora communities can play a 
critical role in supporting sustainable 
economic development by transferring 
resources, knowledge, and ideas back to 
their country of origin. 

The Indian diaspora’s role in the Indian IT 
industry is an example of how diasporas 
can contribute to the development of an 
entrepreneurial ecosystem by creating 
businesses and jobs, stimulating innovation, 
creating social capital across borders, and 
channeling intellectual and financial capital.  

Pakistani-American entrepreneurs are 
uniquely poised to recognize opportunities 
and to exploit such opportunities as “first 
movers” of a particular business model in 
Pakistani and Asian markets—essentially by 
using technologies to create new business 
and infrastructure in critical industries. 
With the advent of new exponential 
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of new businesses and institutions for 
the future. They can mobilize capital and 
management resources in the United States 
and in Pakistan to jumpstart the process. 


