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mineral resources, export its timber, and revive its moribund economy. National revenues 
increased enormously from a very low base, and national debts were paid or reduced. 

Liberia’s problems have not been fully resolved. There are questions of possible nepotism 
involving Johnson-Sirleaf’s sons, and the Ebola crisis slowed progress. Nonetheless, 
according to the CPI scores, Liberia is the “most improved” country in Africa.

Three lessons can be drawn from the Liberian and Rwandan experiences:

• Strong political leadership is essential to curbing corruption, and energetic action 
by rulers and ruling classes are crucial to making major improvements. 

• Donor countries should bolster national political will and back leaders in their 
battles against corruption. 

• Strengthened prosecution of multinational enterprises that bribe overseas officials 
for mining concessions and other privileges is essential in helping fragile countries 
like Liberia and Rwanda combat corruption.
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