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Nataliya Vysotska

The Challenges of Diversity:
A Multicultural Scenario for Ukraine

This article addresses philosophical and socio-psychological pitfalls that arise out of
Ukraine’s progress as a multicultural nation. It argues that the challenges of ethnocultural
diversity come both from without (via the dominant cultural majority’s attitude to minori-
ties), and from within (via minorities’ self-identification). The dialectics of «oneself vs. the
Other» in the Ukrainian context is explored through propositions put forward by Simone de
Beauvoir, Jean-Paul Sartre, Mikhail Bakhtin, Julia Kristeva, and other scholars. The con-
clusions are as follows: (1) under the present circumstances, a multicultural scenario for
Ukraine seems to be a positive inevitability; (2) taking into account the polarities of plu-
ralistic thinking, the multicultural scenario may emphasize differences or their ultimate
unity-or both at once. Whatever version is chosen, it should be able to answer the question
of how-to paraphrase Scott Michaelsen-what is different from «Ukrainian» yet also within
the borders of «Ukrainian» might be preserved, recognized, and granted the right to be
itself. (3) In its turn, what is thus preserved and recognized as «different-in-common»
should position itself as a part of the whole directing its efforts at consolidating and enrich-

ing the whole instead of destabilizing it.
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Volodymyr Fisanov

Forming a Consolidated Democracy in the Ethnically
and Culturally Diverse Country of Ukraine

The most recent presidential campaign has become an important factor in achieving what
can be called a «mosaic» of political unity among the regions of Ukraine. This «mosaic of
regions» has been transformed into a single political and state unit over the last fifteen
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Serhiy Fedunyak

The Influence of External Factors on the Consolidation
of the Ukrainian Nation

The activities of the most influential states and international institutions are an external
factor that has substantially influenced the continuing consolidation of the Ukrainian nation.
On the one hand, Western influences strengthen the democratic characteristics of Ukrainian
identity, which is advantageous for the strategic development of the Ukrainian nation and
state. On the other hand, Russia is trying to hamper the nation-building process — which is
based on a democratic Ukrainian identity — and thereby reinforce its authoritarian elements.
On the whole, the West and Russia exert a contradictory influence on the cultural definition
of the nation. They both strengthen the process of cultural assimilation, which subjects
Ukrainian identity to more powerful sub-regional and global processes. Essentially, these
processes encourage the creation of a Russia-oriented post-Soviet identity on the one hand, and
a Westernized cosmopolitan identity on the other. The trajectory of the nation building process
in Ukraine shows that it is taking place in the context of a strong ideological and political
rivalry between Russia and the West, which makes it necessary to find ways of easing this
rivalry.
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Olga Nosova

Regions and the Attractiveness
of their Investment Climates

The main methods for assessing the attractiveness of a region’s investment climate are the
subject of this paper. The author proposes an approach that uses a multilevel integral assess-
ment of investment climate, which is based on maximizing the aggregated integral indicators
of attractiveness at the regional level. The author suggests a complex program of investments
in competitive sectors of the economy, which would help bring about a transition to a qualita-

tively new development model for the country.
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Maryna Shapovalenko

Regional Differences and the Democratization

of Ukrainian Society

This article is devoted to the complex influence of Ukraine’s regional cleavages on the
electoral process over the last few election cycles. Special attention is paid to elections from
2002—-2004, during which the problem of sociocultural cleavages in the country grew in
importance. To a certain point, these cleavages did not affect the political development of
the country. However, the last presidential and parliamentary elections of 2004 and 2006,
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Rustem Ablyatifov
What is the Relationship of the Crimean Tatars to the Ukrainian State?

The long history of the Crimean Khanate led to the formation of a particular Crimean
Tatar ethnic group. The fate of this group within the Russian-Soviet Empire was rather
tragic. And now, almost 20 years after the Crimean Tatars began to return to Crimea, the
criminal deportation of 1944 has still not received adequate redress in society.

Today the Crimean Tatars are the key element in the «puzzle» of maintaining interethnic
harmony in Crimea.

Two opposite conceptions regarding the Crimean Tatar issue can be distinguished. One sees

the Crimean Tatars as a separate people — a nation. The other sees the Crimean Tatars as an
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