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DOCUMENT No. 1
Decree of the [USSR] State Defense

Committee No. 9168 SS,
Regarding Geological Prospecting Work

for Oil in Northern Iran,
21 June 1945

COPY

TOP SECRET

The State Defense Committee
Decree of the GOKO [State Defense Committee] No. 9168SS
of 21 June 1945
Moscow, the Kremlin
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UA-125 frame with three drilling teams;

e) the USSR NKO ( [General of the Army, Chief of the
Rear of the Soviet Army] Cde. Khrulev) is to send to the
hydrogeological detachment in working order 5 MAK 12-
ton vehicles, 7 logging truck trailers, and 15 Willys
vehicles, and also provide for the repair of drilling
equipment and automotive transport in repair shops of the
Soviet transport directorate in Iran.

6. Hold the Commanding General of the Transcaucasus
Front, Cde. Tyulenev, responsible for rendering aid to the
hydrogeological detachment in drilling and geological
prospecting work [by] providing a guard force, an escort
for the expeditions, providing cartographic materials, and
also providing personnel of the hydrogeological detach-
ment with clothing and appropriate documents.

7. Hold the Narkomfin [People’s Commissariat of
Finance] (Cde. Zverev) responsible in the 3rd
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elections in Southern Azerbaijan to the 15th Convocation of
the Iranian Majlis, ensuring the election of deputies who
are supporters of the separatist movement on the basis of
the following slogans:

a) Allotment of land to the peasants from state and
large landowning holdings and awarding long-term
monetary credit to the peasants;

b) Elimination of unemployment by the restoration and
expansion of work at enterprises and also by developing
road construction and other public works;

c) Improvement of the organization of public amenities
of cities and the public water supply;

d) Improvement in public health;

e) Use of no less than 50% of state taxes for local
needs;

f) Equal rights for national minorities and tribes:
opening schools and publication of newspapers and books
in the Azerbaijani, Kurdish, Armenian, and Assyrian
languages; court proceedings and official communications
in local institutions in their native language; creating a
provincial administration, including the gendarmerie and
police, from local national elements; formation of regional,
district, and city enjumens [and] local self-governing
bodies.

g) Radical improvement in Soviet-Iranian relations.

6. Combat groups armed with weapons of foreign
manufacture are to be created with the objective of self-
defense for pro-Soviet people [and] activists of the
separatist movement of democratic and Party organiza-
tions.

Entrust Cde. [Nicolai] Bulganin together with Cde.
Bagirov with carrying out this point.

7. Organize a Society for Cultural Relations Between
Iran and the Azerbaijani SSR to strengthen cultural and
propaganda work in Southern Azerbaijan.

8. To draw the broad masses into the separatist
movement, [we] consider it necessary to create a “Society
of Friends of Soviet Azerbaijan” in Tabriz with branches in
all regions of Southern Azerbaijan and Gilyan.

9. Entrust the CC CP(b) of Azerbaijan with organizing
publication of an illustrated magazine in Baku for distribu-
tion in Iran and also three new newspapers in Southern
Azerbaijan.

10. Commit the OGIZ [State Publishing House](Yudin)

to allocating three flat-bed printing presses for the use of
the CC CP(b) of Azerbaijan to create printing resources
[tipografskaya baza] for the Democratic Party of Southern
Azerbaijan.

11. Commit the  Narkomvneshtorg [People’s Commis-
sariat for Foreign Trade] (Cde. [Anastas] Mikoyan) with
providing good paper for the publication of the illustrated
magazine in Baku and also the three new daily newspapers
in Southern Azerbaijan; the total press run is to be no less
than 30,000 copies.

12. Permit the NKVD of the Azerbaijan SSR, under the
observation of Cde. Bagirov, to issue permission for
departure to Iran and return from Iran of persons being
sent on business connected with putting these measures
into effect.

13. To finance the separatist movement in Southern
Azerbaijan and also to hold elections to the 15th Convoca-
tion of the Iranian Majlis; to create in the CC CP(b) of
Azerbaijan a special fund of one million foreign-currency
rubles (“for conversion into tumans”).

6 July 1945
CC VKP(b) Politburo

[Source: GAPPOD AzR, f. 1, op. 89, d. 90, ll. 4-5. Obtained
by Jamil Hasanli. Translated for CWIHP by Gary
Goldberg.]

DOCUMENT No. 3
Secret Soviet Instructions on Measures to
Carry out Special Assignments throughout

Southern Azerbaijan and the
Northern Provinces of Iran,

14 July 1945

Strictly Secret

Measures to carry out special assignments throughout
Southern Azerbaijan and the northern provinces of Iran

I. The Question of Creating the Azerbaijani Democratic
Party

1. Immediately organize [the] transport of Pishevari
and Kombakhsh to Baku for talks. Depending on the
results of the talks keep in mind [the] transport to Baku of
Padekan [sic! “Padegan” in other documents], the Chair-
man of the District Committee of the People’s Party of
Azerbaijan.
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2.  To create organizing committees in the center
(Tabriz) and elsewhere [na mestakh], within a month select
candidates from authoritative democratic elements from the
intelligentsia, middle-class merchants, small and average
landowners, and the clergy in various democratic parties,
and also from non-party members and bring them into the
organizing committees of the Azerbaijan Democratic Party.

The first priority is to create an organizing committee
in Tabriz which, via the existing democratic press Khavar
Nou, Azhir, Dzhodat and others, will publish an appeal to
organize an Azerbaijani Democratic Party and print leaflets.

3. With the appearance of the appeal, initiative groups
elsewhere will speak out in the press in its support and
create Azerbaijani Democratic Party committees from the
most active organizations of the People’s Party and other
democratic organizations and elements.

Do not permit a mechanical renaming of organizations
of the People’s Party to committees of the Azerbaijani
Democratic Party. Recommend that the Tabriz district
committee and its local organizations of the People’s Party
discuss the appeal of the Azerbaijani Democratic Party,
decide to disband the organizations of the People’s Party
and enter its members in the Azerbaijani Democratic Party.

4. After establishing the organizing committee of the
Azerbaijani Democratic Party in Tabriz the first priority is to
create local committees of the Azerbaijani Democratic Party
in the following cities: Ardebil’, Rezaye, Khoy, Mianeh,
Zanjan, Maraghe, Marand, Mahabad, Maku, Qazvin, Rasht,
Pahlavi, Sari, Shakh, Gorgan, and Mashhad.

Send representatives of the central organizing
committee to organize the committees in these cities.
Systematically place positive responses and calls to join
the Azerbaijani Democratic Party in the democratic press.

5. Create a press agency in the organizing committee of
the Azerbaijan Democratic Party in Tabriz under the name
“Voice of Azerbaijan”.

6. Organize the drafting of programs and a charter for
the Tabriz organizing committee.

II. Ensuring the Election of Deputies to the 15th

Convocation of the Majlis

1. Begin talks with deputies of the Majlis who are
supporting them during the elections to the Majlis for this
convocation with the object of nominating these deputies
to the 15th Convocation under the condition that they fight
for the implementation of the slogans of the Azerbaijani
Democratic Party.

2. Begin work to nominate candidates for deputy to the

Majlis from democratic elements who would fight for the
implementation of the slogans of the Azerbaijani Demo-
cratic Party.

3. Review the list of deputies recommended by the
Embassy in light of [these] new tasks.

4. Organize a broad popularization of the selected
candidates for election to the Majlis in the press and their
contacts [and] meetings with voters.

5. Support meetings, demonstrations, strikes, and the
disbanding [razgon] of electoral commissions unsuitable
for us with the objective of ensuring our interests in the
elections.

6. In the process of preparing for the elections,
compromise and expel from the electoral districts of
northern Iran candidates nominated by reactionary circles
[who are] actively operating against the candidates of the
democratic movement.

7. Demand the replacement of unsuitable reactionary-
minded leaders of local bodies [vlasti].

III. Creation of the “Society of Friends of Soviet
Azerbaijan”

1. In the matter of organizing the “Society of Friends of
Soviet Azerbaijan”, use the delegates participating in the
jubilee celebration of the 25th anniversary of the Azerbaijan
SSR.

2. Recruit the workers of our consulates, military
commandants, and their active [Party] members into the
organization of the Society.

3. The organizing group of the “Society of Friends of
Soviet Azerbaijan” in Tabriz is to draw up the charter of the
Society.

4. To widely attract the population to the “Society of
Friends of Soviet Azerbaijan”, use the press to systemati-
cally illustrate the achievements of the economy, culture,
and art of Soviet Azerbaijan and the historical friendship of
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in Gilyan Province:

The organization of public services and amenities in
the cities of Rasht [and] Pahlavi, leaving no less than 50%
of the tax proceeds collected from the province for this
purpose;

in Gorgan Province:

Study in the native Turkmen language in the schools;
replacement of the local organization, gendarmerie, and
police with Turkomans, leaving no less than 50% of the tax
proceeds collected from the province for public services,
amenities, and health in Gonbad-e-Kavus, Gorgan, and
Bandar Shah.
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