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hese Chinese documents, translated below as the 
result of an agreement between the Foreign Ministry 
Archive of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) 

DQG� WKH� &ROG� :DU� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO� +LVWRU\� 3URMHFW� �&:,+3��
at the Woodrow Wilson Center, are of major importance for 
WZR� EDVLF� UHDVRQV�� )LUVW�� IROORZLQJ� WKH� IRUPDO� GHFODVVL¿FD-
WLRQ�RI�&KLQD¶V� GLSORPDWLF� GRFXPHQWV�� D�¿UVW� LQ� WKH�KLVWRU\�
of the People’s Republic, the records are being made avail-
able to scholars and students. Secondly, they shed new light 
on the causes, proceedings, and results of the 1954 Geneva 
Conference, especially on Beijing’s policies as well as the 
considerations underlying them.

Since the late 1980s and early 1990s, along with the pro-
cess of China’s “reform and opening to the outside world,” 
scholars of Chinese Cold War history have gained new access 
WR� VRXUFH� PDWHULDOV� XQDYDLODEOH� LQ� WKH� SDVW�� +RZHYHU�� XQWLO�
recently, the PRC’s diplomatic archives remained closed to 
researchers. In many cases, scholars working on the Chinese 
H[SHULHQFH� RI� WKH� &ROG� :DU� KDG� WR� UHO\� XSRQ� RI¿FLDOO\� RU�
VHPL�RI¿FLDOO\� SXEOLVKHG� GRFXPHQWDU\� FROOHFWLRQV�� 7KHVH�

that government documents, including diplomatic papers, 
VKRXOG�XQGHU�QRUPDO�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�EH�GHFODVVL¿HG�DIWHU�WKLU-
ty years. In 2003-2004, the Department of Archives of the 
Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs started the formal process 
RI�GHFODVVLI\LQJ�WKH�GRFXPHQWV�LQ�LWV�KROGLQJV��7KH�¿UVW�JURXS�
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ence at the Geneva Conference, revealing some key aspects of 
Beijing’s decision-making and policy implementation before 
and during the conference. The documents indicate that, from 
a Chinese perspective, the conference provided the PRC with a 
valuable opportunity to appear at a major international forum. 
Mao Zedong and Zhou Enlai in particular paid special atten-
tion to using the conference to announce that the “new China” 
had emerged as an important actor and prestigious force in 
international affairs. Zhou Enlai thus repeatedly emphasized 
internally that Beijing had to do everything possible to make 
the Geneva Conference a success.

The Chinese documents also show that the alliance rela-
tionship between China and the Soviet Union was quite inti-
mate in 1954. Indeed, the Chinese experience at the Geneva 
FRQIHUHQFH�ZDV�¿UVW�DQG�IRUHPRVW�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�E\�KLJK�OHYHO�
cooperation and mutual support between Beijing and Moscow. 
It was Moscow that used the Berlin Foreign Ministers’ meeting 
VHYHUDO�PRQWKV�EHIRUH�WR�SURSRVH�WKDW�&KLQD�VKRXOG�DWWHQG²
DV�D� FHQWUDO�SDUWLFLSDQW²WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�RQ�KRZ� WR� FRQFOXGH�
the Korean War and the First Indochina War. Prior to the 
conference, the Soviet leaders provided the Chinese with all 
kinds of advice, assisting Beijing’s leaders to be ready for the 
PRC’s debut at a major international gathering. The Soviet and 
Chinese leaders also conducted extensive discussions on how 
to coordinate their strategies at the conference, which resulted 
in a joint Chinese-Soviet strategy, especially toward the settle-
ment of the Indochina issue. 

During the conference, when the discussions on settling 
the Indochina issue nearly deadlocked largely because of the 
Viet Minh’s unyielding attitudes toward such issues as zones 
RI�WURRS�FRQFHQWUDWLRQ��KDQGOLQJ�WKH�FRQÀLFWV�LQ�9LHWQDP��/DRV�
and Cambodia separately, and withdrawing all foreign troops 
from Indochina, the Chinese and the Soviets closely consulted 
with each other, and jointly exerted great pressure upon their 
Vietnamese comrades. Consequently, the young Vietnamese 
communists had no other choice but to follow Beijing’s and 
Moscow’s advice to accept a peace accord that would divide 
9LHWQDP²DOEHLW� WHPSRUDULO\�� LW�ZDV� LQWHQGHG²DORQJ� WKH���WK�
parallel.

While cooperation and mutual support remained the main 
theme of Sino-Viet Minh relations at Geneva, the Chinese doc-
XPHQWV�DOVR�FRQ¿UP�WKDW�GLVDJUHHPHQW�DQG��DW�WLPHV��WHQVLRQV�
developed between the Chinese and the Vietnamese comrades 
over their aims and strategies. As indicated by the documents, 
the differences were mainly over the issues of whether or 
not to adopt a “dividing zones” approach toward settling the 
Indochina issue, and, if so, along which parallel to establish 
the demarcation line. The Vietnamese, especially in the wake 
of their hard-won military victory at Dien Bien Phu, were 
unwilling to accept a solution that would divide Vietnam, even 
if such division would only be temporary. When a demarcation 
solution seemed inevitable, they persisted in demanding that 
the demarcation line be drawn as far to the south as possible. It 
ZDV�SULPDULO\�EHFDXVH�RI�JUHDW�SUHVVXUH�IURP�&KLQD²ZLWK�WKH�
IXOO�EDFNLQJ�RI� WKH�6RYLHW�8QLRQ²WKDW� WKH�9LHWQDPHVH�FRP-

UDGHV�¿QDOO\�DFFHSWHG�WKH���WK�3DUDOOHO�
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DYDLODEOH�WR�VFKRODUV��,W�LV�DSSDUHQW�WKDW�IXUWKHU�GHFODVVL¿FDWLRQ�
of these documents is much needed.
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n January 2004, a large set of archival materials, which had 
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WKH� GLI¿FXOWLHV� LQVLGH�)UDQFH� DQG� WKH� FRQWUDGLFWLRQV� EHWZHHQ�
)UDQFH�DQG�$PHULFD��VR�WKDW�LW�ZLOO�EH�EHQH¿FLDO�IRU�WKH�SHRSOH�
in Indochina to carry out struggles for liberation. … On the 
VSHFL¿F�TXHVWLRQV� UHODWHG� WR� UHVWRULQJ�SHDFH� LQ� ,QGRFKLQD��DQ�
RQ�VLWH�FHDVH¿UH�LV�QRW�DV�JRRG�DV�D�GLYLVLRQ�DORQJ�D�GHPDUFD-
tion line between the south and north, such as the 16th parallel. 
+RZHYHU��RQO\� WKURXJK�PDQ\�VWUXJJOHV�FDQ� VXFK�D� IDYRUDEOH�
situation be achieved.

(4) The agenda of the Geneva Conference is set for discuss-
ing the Korea and Indochina questions, but it does not exclude 
GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�RWKHU�VSHFL¿F�TXHVWLRQV�SRVVLEO\�WR�EH�UDLVHG�>DW�
the conference]. At the conference, if there is the opportuni-
ty, we may put forward other urgent international issues that 
are favorable to relaxing the tense international situation. … 
Therefore, apart from the Korea and Vietnam questions, we 
must prepare other materials and opinions concerning China, 
the Far East, and peace and security in Asia. In particular, [we 
must prepare for] effusive measures toward the development 
of economic relations, trade exchanges between various coun-
tries, and for further relaxing the tense international situation 
and breaking up the blockade and embargo by the US impe-
rialists. Outside the conference, the mutual relations between 
China and Britain, China and France, and China and Canada 
will be touched upon, and we should make some preparations 
in this respect. 

DOCUMENT No. 3
	

Telegram, PRC Ambassador to the Soviet Union and Vice 
Foreign Minister Zhang Wentian to the PRC Foreign 
Ministry, Zhou Enlai and the CCP Central Committee, 
“Reporting the Preliminary Opinions of Our Side on the 
Geneva Conference to the Soviet Side,” 6 March 1954

[Source: PRCFMA 206-00048. P1-3. Obtained by CWIHP 
and translated for CWIHP by Chen Zhihong.]
(Top Secret)

Foreign Ministry, and Report to Zhou Enlai and the Central 
Committee:

I called upon [Soviet Foreign Minister Vyacheslav M.] 
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'DJ@� +DPPDUVNMROG�� WKH� LQVWLWXWLRQ� RI� WKH� 8QLWHG�
1DWLRQV�FDQ�EH�XVHG��+RZHYHU��0RORWRY�HPSKDVL]HV�
that the United Nations should not be allowed to get 
involved and that members of various delegations 
should be able to use their own institutions, just like 
the situation during the Berlin Conference.

(6)	� Molotov says that the Soviet Union will start the pre-
paratory work in the near future, and those involved 
will probably include [Soviet First Deputy Foreign 
Minister Andrei A.] Gromyko, [Soviet Deputy 
Foreign Minister Vasily V.] Kuznetsov, [Soviet 
Foreign Ministry Collegium Member Nikolai T.] 
Fedorenko, and [K.V.] Novikov, head of the Southeast 
Asian Department [of the Soviet Foreign Ministry].

(7)	� Concerning the procedure question of the confer-
ence, he believes that there will be many disputes 
over it after the beginning of the conference.

(8)	� Comrade Molotov will ask Comrade Gromyko and 
others to make presentations to us on matters needing 
attention in attending an international conference.

Zhang Wentian
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DOCUMENT No. 5

Telegram, Zhang Wentian to PRC Vice Foreign Minister 
Li Kenong, Concerning the Soviet Suggestion on 
Propaganda Work at Geneva, 6 April 1954

[Source: PRCFMA 206-00048-04; P1.Obtained by CWIHP 
and translated for CWIHP by Chen Zhihong.]

Top secret
Comrade (Li) Kenong at the Foreign Ministry:

When Vice Minister of the Soviet Union Kuznetsov 
received me on the 3rd, he expressed the hope that our 
delegation at Geneva would make better efforts to carry 
out additional propaganda work and coordinate diplomatic 
DFWLYLWLHV�IRU�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�H[SDQGLQJ�WKH�LQÀXHQFH�RI�1HZ�
China. Such work could include showing movies, organizing 
speeches, small-size exhibitions, and cultural performances. 
The Premier instructs that you should immediately consider 
work on this.
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SHDFHIXO� UHXQL¿FDWLRQ�� &KLQD� DQG� WKH� 6RYLHW� 8QLRQ�
should, in turn, express their support for the Korean 
delegation’s positions one day after they speak. 
Therefore, I should also make a comprehensive state-
ment myself. Right now I am reorganizing the drafts 
of the opening speech and two statements supporting 
the Korean delegation, and making changes based 
on several suggestions from the Soviet comrades. 
We will also present the principles for an Asian 
SHDFH� FKDUWHU��+RZHYHU��ZH�ZLOO� QRW� HPSKDVL]H� WKH�
Indochina issue for the moment since we hope to con-
FHQWUDWH�RQ�WKH�.RUHDQ�LVVXH�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�GLVFXVVLRQ��,W�
will also demonstrate that we are not the people who 
are eager to negotiate.

(2) �	� Regarding the issue of the chairman of the confer-
ence, we have already consulted with the Soviet 
Union and Britain in advance and decided that 
Thailand, the Soviet Union, and Britain should take 
the chair in turn. Thailand already acted as the interim 
chair when this afternoon’s meeting started at 3:00 
p.m. Afterwards, the United States proposed that 
the above three countries take turns as chair. It was 
instantly put to vote and adopted. The meeting was 
adjourned thereafter. This meeting took only 15 min-
utes. Speeches and discussion will start tomorrow.

(3)	� Today Molotov introduced [British Foreign Secretary 
$QWKRQ\@�(GHQ�WR�PH�DW�WKH�PHHWLQJ��+H�VKRRN�P\�
hand and greeted me. 	

								      
Zhou Enlai

	 26 April [1954]

DOCUMENT No. 8

Telegram, Zhou Enlai to Mao Zedong and Others, 
Regarding a Meeting with British Foreign Secretary Eden, 
1 May 1954

[Source: PRCFMA 206-00045-03; P1-4. Obtained by CWIHP 
and translated for CWIHP by Gao Bei.]

Chairman Mao, Comrade [Liu] Shaoqi, and the Central 
Committee:

Comrade Molotov invited me to meet with Eden yesterday 
afternoon, and we discussed the following questions:

(1) The Korean issue. There is no meeting today on 1 May, 
and the conference will reopen on 3 May. Only the Turkish 
and Thai delegations made speeches yesterday morning. The 
meeting was adjourned in less than thirty minutes. Eden sug-
gested holding a restricted session and said that “[the members 
VKRXOG�EH@�WKH�¿YH�RI�XV�SOXV�1RUWK�DQG�6RXWK�.RUHD�´�(GHQ�
said that he had already talked to [US Secretary of State John 
Foster] Dulles about this, and he assumed that [French Foreign 

Minister Georges] Bidault would not oppose it either. Molotov 
and I both agreed to hold the restricted session. We also asked 
ZKDW�VXEMHFWV�ZRXOG�EH�VSHFL¿FDOO\�GLVFXVVHG�LQ�WKH�UHVWULFWHG�
VHVVLRQ��+RZHYHU��(GHQ�GLG�QRW�DQVZHU�WKLV�TXHVWLRQ��,W�LV�WKH�
British and Americans who are taking the initiative and sound-
ing us out, and we should not react too positively except to 
agree to hold the meeting. Based on the general situation, I 
assume that Eden’s proposal for a restricted session is related 
to Dulles’ return to the US next week. Until now, no North 
Atlantic1 country except Turkey has spoken yet to support 
Dulles during the discussion of the Korean issue. Although 
WKH�8QLWHG� 6WDWHV� ¿UHG�PDQ\� EODQNV� RQ� WKH� ,QGRFKLQD� LVVXH��
they could not scare anyone but themselves. The United States 
is attempting to form an alliance of invaders of Southeast 
$VLD��+RZHYHU��%ULWDLQ� LV� VWLOO�KHVLWDWLQJ��2Q� WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��
France’s request for more air support is being refused by 
Britain and the United States. In sum, it is now impossible for 
the United States to stop negotiations on the Indochina issue. 
Eisenhower’s recent words showed his retreat and embar-
rassed Dulles. Therefore Dulles decided to run away [from the 
conference] and leave the problems to the Under Secretary of 
State, [General Walter Bedell] Smith. Eden said that Dulles 
had already decided to return to the US next week. Molotov 
responded that “it will increase the responsibilities of the four 
of us.” The current situation shows that Eden will stay, and so 
will Bidault since [French Secretary of State for Relations with 
the Associated States2 Marc] Jacquet of the de Gaulle group 
and [French Foreign Ministry Political and Economic Affairs 
Assistant Director Roland Jacquin de] Margerie, who insists on 
the ending of the Indochina war, came to Geneva from France 
WR�SUHVVXUH�KLP��+RZHYHU��LW�LV�VWLOO�QRW�FOHDU�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�DQ�
agreement on the Korean issue can be reached. 

(2) The Indochina issue. Eden said that “I will not use this 
as a condition for the issue of membership [of countries which 
should be invited to join the discussion], nor do I require you 
to answer me. I just want to ask if the Soviet and Chinese sides 
can push for the withdrawal of the wounded from Dien Bien 
Phu.” Molotov said: “It can be solved if you discuss this with 
the Vietnamese delegation.” I said: “It is better to have the two 
belligerent parties discuss this directly. The two belligerent 
parties in the Korean War used to discuss directly the issue 
of exchanging wounded and sick POWs before the armistice 
in Korea.” Regarding the issue of membership, I said: “Five 
countries have already been invited to join the discussions on 
the Indochina issue. It is odd that the decision on the invita-
tion of related countries on both sides has not yet been made. 
Obviously someone is preventing both sides from attend-
ing the negotiations.” Eden said: “I am not preventing it.” It 
seems that it will take another two days to solve the problem 
of membership.

(3) The issue of Sino-British relations. When Molotov 
mentioned that China was complaining about unfairness in 
international affairs, Eden said: “Britain does recognize China. 
+RZHYHU��&KLQD�GRHV�QRW�UHFRJQL]H�XV�´�,�VDLG��³,W�LV�QRW�&KLQD�
which does not recognize Britain. It is Britain which does not 
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political issue in Indochina. It is possible that Bidault 
intentionally left the political issue for Bao Dai at the 
next session, thus [allowing Bao Dai to] discuss it 
[while] pretending to be independent.

(2)	�
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7th and threatened to do everything possible to sup-
port France and the three countries in Indochina in 
UHVLVWLQJ� RXWVLGH� ³DJJUHVVLRQ�´� +H� DOVR� VXSSRUWHG�
)UDQFH¶V�SURSRVDO�IRU�D�FHDVH¿UH�DQG�IDYRUHG�HIIHF-
WLYH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�VXSHUYLVLRQ��+RZHYHU�
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DOCUMENT No. 13

Minutes of Conversation between Zhou Enlai and 
Anthony Eden, 14 May 1954

[Source: PRCFMA 206-00091-02; P2-8. Obtained by CWIHP 
and translated for CWIHP by Zhao Han.]

Location: Premier Zhou’s Residence
British Participants: Anthony Eden, [British Deputy Under 
6HFUHWDU\�IRU�)RUHLJQ�$IIDLUV�IRU�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ@�+DUROG�
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(GHQ�		  :KHUH�GR�\RX�¿QG�LQHTXDOLW\"�
Zhou Enlai:	� In that the French have not discussed the politi-

cal questions of the military armistice.
Eden:		�  Oh, you are referring to this question. On this 

point, both sides have some accusations. 
Zhou Enlai:	� No, I am not referring to that. I meant that 

France had not answered Mr. Pham Van Dong’s 
political proposal, while only recognizing Bao 
Dai as representing all of Vietnam and unifying 
Vietnam under him. This is a completely unrea-
sonable thought. 

Eden:		�  France would like to let the members of the 
$VVRFLDWHG�6WDWHV� VSHDN�¿UVW��0\�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�
LV�WKDW�)UDQFH�PLJKW�VSHDN�¿UVW�WKLV�DIWHUQRRQ��:H�
KRSH� WR�DFKLHYH�PLOLWDU\�DUPLVWLFH�¿UVW�DQG� WKHQ�
discuss the political questions. Perhaps military 
DUPLVWLFH�FDQ�EH�WKH�¿UVW�SUDFWLFDO�TXHVWLRQ�WR�EH�
discussed in the restricted sessions. The restricted 
sessions perhaps could be held next week, for the 
general debate will be continued this afternoon. 

Zhou Enlai:	� Regarding the proposal for restricted sessions, 
we will have to discuss this with the Soviet and 
Vietnamese delegations. 

Eden:		  Certainly, certainly. 
Zhou Enlai:	� I would like to know what your plans are for the 

restricted sessions. 
Eden:		�  I am thinking that besides the heads of the del-

egations, the sessions would consist of only 
two or three advisors from each delegation. 
No account of the proceedings would be given 
to the press. We tried this method during the 
Berlin Conference, and it was very useful. The 
agreement to have the Geneva Conference was 
reached this way. 

Zhou Enlai:	� I would like to add something. China wants 
peaceful co-existence with all of its Asian neigh-
bors. The recent agreement that China signed 
ZLWK�,QGLD�RQ�WUDGH�LQ�7LEHW�LV�VXI¿FLHQW�WR�GHP-
onstrate this point. In the preamble, China and 
India stated mutual respect for territorial sov-
ereignty, mutual non-aggression, mutual non-
interference in internal affairs, reciprocity on an 
equal basis, and peaceful co-existence. 

Eden:		�  Right. 
Zhou Enlai:	� On the Korean question, we have also proposed 

the withdrawal of foreign troops, including the 
Chinese People’s Volunteer Army. Only so can 
peace and security be guaranteed. 

Eden:		�  I would like to say a few things as the British 
Foreign Secretary. We very much hope to see the 
four great powers, excuse me, I made a mistake. 
:H�YHU\�PXFK�KRSH�WR�VHH�WKH�¿YH�JUHDW�SRZHUV��
that is, the United Kingdom, the United States, 
China, France, and the Soviet Union, work 
together to decrease international tensions and 

to conduct normal negotiations. But before this 
can be achieved, a resolution must be reached on 
the Indochina question. Indochina is important 
in itself, but what is more important is that this 
TXHVWLRQ�QRW�DIIHFW�WKH�UHODWLRQV�DPRQJ�WKH�¿YH�
great powers. 

Zhou Enlai:	� China deserves the status of a great power. This 
is an existing fact. We are willing to work with 
others for world peace, particularly for peace in 
Asia. But I must say candidly that this must not 
be made a condition.

Eden:		�  No, I am not saying that it should be made a 
condition at all. I am only stating my opinion 
UHJDUGLQJ� WKLV� TXHVWLRQ�� ,� DP� ZRUULHG� WKDW� +R�
&KL�0LQK�PLJKW�EH�DVNLQJ�WRR�PXFK��+H�PLJKW�
be able to get it, but if he were to do so, it would 
affect the relations for the great powers. 

Zhou Enlai:	�
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DOCUMENT No. 16

Telegram, Zhou Enlai to Mao Zedong and Others, 
Regarding the Second Restricted Session, 19 May 1954

[Source: PRCFMA 206-Y0049. Obtained by CWIHP and 
translated for CWIHP by Chen Zhihong.] 

Chairman [Mao], Comrade [Liu] Shaoqi, and report to the 
Central Committee:

(1)	� The second restricted session on Indochina, held 
yesterday [18 May], devoted all its time to the dis-
cussion on whether the question concerning Laos 
and Cambodia should be dealt with separately. The 
United States, Britain, and France and three… [origi-
nal unreadable] countries stood together to emphasize 
that the Cambodia and Laos questions should be dealt 
with separately from the Vietnam question. There are 
no French troops in Cambodia and Laos, so only after 
the withdrawal of the Vietnamese People’s Army will 
the issue be resolved. We absolutely cannot agree 
to this point. Pham Van Dong, Molotov, and I all 
spoke to rebut this point, pointing out that the armed 
struggle for national liberation by the Cambodian 
and Laotian people was caused by the military inter-
vention of France. The resistance governments in 
Cambodia and Laos have their own troops. Therefore 
DQ�DUPLVWLFH�PHDQV�WKDW�D�FHDVH¿UH�VKRXOG�RFFXU�RQ�
the territory of their own motherlands. There exists 
no such “issue” of withdrawing from Cambodia and 
Laos. Peace should be restored in all of Indochina, 
and peace should not just be restored in Vietnam. The 
questions involving the three countries cannot be dis-
cussed by separating them. The two sides debated for 
three hours and [the session] was adjourned without 
any result. The other side attempts to use this issue as 
WKH�¿UVW� LVVXH�WR�WHVW�RXU�DWWLWXGH��%HIRUH�WKH�HQG�RI�
the meeting, Molotov as chair [of the session] pro-
posed that next day the Korea issue should be dis-
FXVVHG��+RZHYHU��(GHQ�VDLG� WKDW�KH�ZDV�DIUDLG� WKDW�
an impression would be created that the discussion 
on the Indochina issue failed immediately after its 
beginning, so he contended that discussion should be 
continued on the Indochina issue on the 19th. Our 
side has agreed to this.

(2)	� In the previous several days the other side has used 
the sick and wounded soldiers at Dien Bien Phu as 
a means for political blackmail and has conducted a 
series of slanderous propaganda [activities]. To deal 
ZLWK� WKLV�� >'59� $PEDVVDGRU� WR� WKH� 35&@� +RDQJ�
9DQ�+RDQ�KRVWHG�D�SUHVV�FRQIHUHQFH�RQ� WKH���WK� WR�
publicize the facts and to expose the plots of the other 
side. Then the French delegation was questioned [on 
this issue] at a press conference it hosted. In particu-
lar, [the fact] that the French military resumed bom-

EDUGPHQW�RQ�WKH���WK�DQG�NLOOHG�¿IWHHQ�)UHQFK�SULV-
oners has caused heated repercussions. Consequently, 
Pravda has published commentaries about this in the 
past few days. We are also organizing the reporters of 
the Xinhua News Agency to cooperate in our propa-
ganda [efforts] and expose [the French]. In the pro-
paganda battle, so long as we are able to command 
the material in a timely manner, we should be able to 
expose continuously the plots of the other side and to 
master the initiative.

(3)	� The French delegation has appointed a person to 
contact the Vietnamese delegation. The contact will 
begin today.

					     Zhou Enlai
	 19 May 1954
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introduced any plan for resolving the Korea issue. 
Probably they are discussing with Syngman Rhee 
and are waiting for Rhee’s response.

(3)	� I plan to pay a return visit to Eden on the morning 
of the 20th. The result of the conversation will be 
reported separately.

								      
Zhou Enlai

	 20 May 1954
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DOCUMENT No. 19

Telegram, Zhou Enlai to Mao Zedong and Others, 
Regarding the Situation at the Eighth Restricted Session, 
30 May 1954

[Source: PRCFMA 206-Y0049. Obtained by CWIHP and 
translated for CWIHP by Chen Zhihong.] 

Chairman [Mao], Comrade [Liu] Shaoqi, and report to the 
Central Committee:

(1)	� At the restricted session on the Indochina issue yes-
terday, the three-point proposal concerning the meet-
ing between the representatives of the two military 
commands at Geneva (see previous telegram [not 
printed]) was passed.

(2)	� During the discussion, the other side continuously 
stressed that they preserved their own different opin-
ions toward the Laos and Cambodia issue, stating 
that “the concentration of formal forces in Vietnam 
should not be detrimental to the political and eco-
nomic integrity of Vietnam.” [US Under Secretary 
of State General Walter Bedell] Smith particularly 
stated that the conference should have the right to 
make new decisions over the proposals put forward 
by the military representatives of the two sides on the 
Vietnam and Laos questions.

(3)	� Pham Van Dong pointed out in his presentation that 
IRU� WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�UHDFKLQJ�D�FHDVH¿UH� LW�ZDV�DEVR-
lutely necessary to adjust zones, and he exposed 
that America’s opposition to division of zones and 
$PHULFD¶V� HPSKDVLV� XSRQ� XQL¿FDWLRQ� ZHUH� D逅 �Ȁ
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If Foreign Ministers Zhou and Bidault invite each other and 
have dinner together, the Swiss security would know. All the 
Swiss policemen communicate through their network, and the 
information [about the meeting] would leak to the public. So 
our suggestion is that the two foreign ministers have a meeting 
after sunset, about 9:00 or 9:30 p.m. in the evening. Therefore, 
the foreign ministers can have a long conversation. If they 
would like to, they could talk until midnight or even 1:00 am. 
Regarding their meeting location, we suggest this mansion. The 
mansion is close to where both foreign ministers are staying. 
It is convenient for all of us. There are no neighbors around 
so there won’t be any disruptions from outside. [We’d like to 
know] if Foreign Minister Zhou agrees [with the arrangement].

Wang Bingnan: What is your security plan?
Paul-Boncour: If we use Swiss security guards, the informa-

tion will leak. So we suggest Foreign Minister Zhou use his own 
bodyguards. They may come to the mansion about 9:00 p.m.

Wang Bingnan:�+RZ�LV�0U��%LGDXOW�FRPLQJ�KHUH"
Paul-Boncour:�+H�ZLOO�FRPH�KHUH�KLPVHOI��7KH�6ZLVV�VHFX-

rity guards as usual will notice that he has left his place. They 
won’t, however, know where he is going. During the conference 
hours, the Swiss security guards always escort [Bidault] as they 
do for all the heads of the delegations. But, outside conference 
hours, Bidault goes out quite often by himself. On Sundays, 
when his chef took time off, he and Chauvel went to the coun-
tryside by themselves and ate at local restaurants. If Foreign 
Minister Zhou wants to use the Swiss security guards, we don’t 
have a problem. We just don’t feel it is the best way.

Wang Bingnan:�+DV�0U��%LGDXOW�HYHU�FRPH�WR�WKLV�SODFH"
Paul-Boncour: +H�KDV�QHYHU�EHHQ�KHUH�EHIRUH��+RZHYHU��

his wife has been here several times. I still have to repeat one 
of the points we discussed at the last meeting, that is, to keep 
the meeting absolutely secret before it starts. The two foreign 
ministers can decide themselves whether a press release or 
other documents may be necessary after their meeting.

 (Chauvel arrived at this point.)
Chauvel: We can decide whether the Swiss security guards 

will come or not. If they don’t come, they may just guess. If 
WKH\�GR�FRPH��WKH\�ZLOO�GH¿QLWHO\�NQRZ�WKH�ZKROH�DUUDQJHPHQW��
So it is better not to have them here.

Regarding the issue of who will attend the meeting from 
the delegations, the French participants will probably include 
Bidault, myself, and Mr. Guillermaz. We consider it proper not 
to have many participants from each delegation.

 (After the meeting, Guillermaz said that it may be appro-
priate to add Paul-Boncour [to the list], since he is the host.)

Wang Bingnan: I will report all of your suggestions to the 
head of our delegation.

(2) The Issues at the Indochina Conference

Chauvel: At the last meeting, Mr. Molotov summarized and 
outlined the opinions from all sides. Mr. Smith suggested dis-
cussing the supervision issue only. The French delegation con-
siders supervision a very complicated issue. If it can be resolved 

¿UVW��WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�LV�FHUWDLQO\�PDNLQJ�JRRG�SURJUHVV�
7KH�WZR�VSHFL¿F�EXW�LPSRUWDQW�LVVXHV�DW�WKH�SUHVHQW�DUH�WR�

reach a military agreement on troop regroupings, and to reach 
a political agreement on supervision. If these two problems are 
solved, other problems can be dealt with easily.

All of the six points proposed by the Chinese delegation 
should be discussed. We suggest discussing supervision, which 
we believe is a central issue. It doesn’t mean that any other 
issues could not be discussed. If a positive result derives from 
the solution of the central issue, it will help the discussions on 
other issues.

We are very much impressed by the recent talks. Especially 
DW�WKH�PHHWLQJ�\HVWHUGD\²ZH�VDZ�JHQXLQH�SURJUHVV�

Wang Bingnan: I would also like to talk about our posi-
tions. We believe that:

���7KH�¿UVW�WDVN�LV�WR�VWRS�WKH�EORRGVKHG�DQG�UHVXPH�SHDFH�
in Indochina.

2. Different problems should be dealt with by adapting dif-
ferent methods.

3. Discussions must follow the importance of each issue 
DQG�WKHQ�GHFLGH�ZKLFK�LVVXH�VKRXOG�JR�¿UVW�

���$�FHDVH�¿UH�FDQ�EH�DFKLHYHG�DIWHU�DOO�WKH�LVVXHV�DUH�GLV-
cussed satisfactorily.

The composition of the supervisory commission must 
EH�VSHFL¿FDOO\�GLVFXVVHG�E\�ERWK�VLGHV��:H�EHOLHYH� WKDW� WKH�
Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission has two tasks:

���'RPHVWLFDOO\�� WR� SUHYHQW� FLYLO� FRQÀLFWV� IURP�RFFXUULQJ�
again.

2. Internationally, to stop entry of foreign troops and war 
materials into [the region].

:H�DOVR�KDYH�FRQFHUQV� DERXW� VRPH� VSHFL¿F�SUREOHPV�RI�
supervision. Our position is that a supervisory location can 
EH�LGHQWL¿HG�HLWKHU�LQODQG�RU�LQ�WHUULWRULDO�ZDWHUV�WR�LPSRVH�D�
supervision. In short, what we hope for is to establish effec-
tive supervision.

The nine nations attending the conference1 should play a 
role in guaranteeing the implementation of the agreed settle-
ment. A neutral nation should be among other proper nations 
besides these nine conference nations. The six points pro-
posed by our Foreign Minister Zhou on the 27th are not for 
restoring a temporary peace in Indochina, but necessary for 
establishing a lasting peace in the region. This peace will ben-
H¿W�$VLD��)UDQFH��DQG�WKH�ZRUOG��:H�KDYH�SRLQWHG�RXW�GXULQJ�
the previous meeting that this war should not become com-
plicated and internationalized. Mr. Paul-Boncour said that 
some French people intended to make the war more compli-
cated by transferring the war issues to the United Nations. 
:H�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKLV�GRHVQ¶W�¿W�LQWR�>VHUYH@�WKH�QDWLRQDO�LQWHU-
ests of France.

Mr. Pham Van Dong had said that France could still main-
tain its economic and cultural enterprises in Vietnam. After 
peace is reinstalled, Vietnam will consider joining the French 
Union and build friendly relations with France.

The delegates from Laos and Cambodia also indicated that 
the Free Laos and Kampuchean Liberation Movements are not 
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strong forces. If this is true and their people support them, they 
won’t worry any more after a peaceful order is established.

Foreign Minister Zhou Enlai stated that the United States 
had to accept a peace in Korea. It should not stop France from 
accepting peace now in Indochina. At the meeting yesterday, 
most of the delegates agreed to reach a settlement. It was said 
that the attitude of the American delegation would be neither 
supportive nor opposed. This is not helpful for the confer-
ence to reach an agreement.

Paul-Boncour: Please allow me to repeat to Mr. Chauvel 
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the supervision issue.
Since there is no one else around, hopefully we can exchange 

our opinions sincerely on these two existing and imminent 
SUREOHPV� LQ�RUGHU� WR� UHDFK�RXU�FRPPRQ�JRDO²SHDFH�� ,� WKLQN�
that time is running out. If the quarrel continues, the situation 
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settlement, not a preparation for war. I have experienced two 
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been solved through the resolutions passed on the 29th. Our 
counterparts want to discuss in particular the following four 
points, especially the issues concerning international supervi-
sion and international guarantee. 
	 (2) At the ninth restricted session on the Indochina issue 
on the 31st, our counterparts presented the issue of interna-
tional supervision, as we expected. [Although] Smith did not 
present the issue of United Nations supervision at the meet-
ing, he emphasized that the experience of the NNSC on Korea 
was not good and argued that our side did not act in good 
IDLWK��+H�VDLG�WKDW�3RODQG�DQG�&]HFKRVORYDNLD�REVWUXFWHG�WKH�
NNSC’s work and made it impossible for the NNSC to carry 
out its work in communist[-controlled] areas. Smith especially 
emphasized that communist countries could not be neutral 
and cited several paragraphs from the letters that Switzerland 
and Sweden sent to the Military Armistice Commission on 4 
May and 7 May to prove his argument. I immediately spoke 
WR� UHIXWH�6PLWK¶V�VWDWHPHQW�� ,�¿UVW�H[SODLQHG� WKDW� WKH� >1RUWK@�
Korean and Chinese sides do follow the armistice agreement, 
and Poland and Czechoslovakia are impartial. Several reports 
of the Neutral Nations Repatriation Commission are agreed to 
by Poland, Czechoslovakia and India. The biased ones are the 
RWKHU�WZR�PHPEHUV��6ZLW]HUODQG�DQG�6ZHGHQ��,�DI¿UPHG�WKDW�
the work of the Korean NNSC had been basically successful, 
DOWKRXJK�WKH\�KDG�PHW�GLI¿FXOWLHV��DQG�WKHLU�GLI¿FXOWLHV�FDPH�
from the side of the United Nations forces. I used facts listed 
in Poland’s and Czechoslovakia’s two reports on 15 April and 
30 April to prove that the United Nations forces created [those] 
GLI¿FXOWLHV�IRU�WKH�116&��0\�FRQFOXVLRQ�LV�WKDW�ZH�FDQ�XVH�WKH�
experience of the Korean NNSC for reference. I also made it 
clear that when we discuss the issue of supervision it should be 
done in relation to other points. Also, we should have a joint 
commission consisting of members of both belligerents to 
VXSHUYLVH�>WKH�FHDVH¿UH@�DQG�WR�WDNH�FKDUJH�RI�WKH�LPSOHPHQWD-
tion of the provisions of the [armistice] agreement. Gromyko 
spoke to support China’s six-point proposal and explained and 
DI¿UPHG�LW�SRLQW�E\�SRLQW�� ,Q�VSHDNLQJ�RI� WKH�PHPEHUVKLS�RI�
the organization of neutral nations’ supervision, Gromyko sug-
gested that India, Poland, Czechoslovakia and Pakistan [should 
be the members]. Our counterparts did not respond to this on 
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ple opposed it. A commission consisting entirely 
of Asian countries would have disadvantages (I 
gave the example that it would be inappropriate 
for China as an Asian country to have supervi-
sion of the Kashmir problem). This time around 
it would be best if the commission could include 
both Asian and European countries, as proposed 
by Gromyko. 

	 b.	� Eden expressed the wish that the representa-
tives of the commanders-in-chief of both sides 
ZRXOG� RSHQ� WKH�PDSV� DQG� VROYH� VRPH� VSHFL¿F�
problems. 

	 c.	� Eden asked whether the conference would come 
WR�D�FRQFOXVLRQ�LQ� WHQ�WR�¿IWHHQ�GD\V��,�UHSOLHG�
that it would depend on the efforts by both sides 
to reach an agreement. 

	 d.	� Eden said that since the United Kingdom has 
>%ULWLVK�&KDUJp�G¶$IIDLUHV�LQ�%HLMLQJ�+XPSKUH\@�
Trevelyan in Beijing, he hoped that China would 
send its counterpart of Trevelyan to the United 
Kingdom. I have agreed. 

4.	� I visited Bidault at 10:00 yesterday evening. On the 
one hand, Bidault explained that he wanted to reach 
DQ� DJUHHPHQW� DQG� QRW� ¿JKW� :RUOG� :DU� ,,,�� RQ� WKH�
other hand, he threatened that if an agreement could 
not be reached, there would be danger. I pointed out 
that the danger would be intervention by the United 
6WDWHV�DQG� WKH� WKUHDW� WR�&KLQD¶V� VHFXULW\²WKHVH�DUH�
the things that concern us the most. Bidault expressed 
his hope that the representatives of the commanders-
LQ�FKLHI� RI� ERWK� VLGHV� FRXOG� UHVROYH� VRPH� VSHFL¿F�
SUREOHPV��+H�DOVR�HPSKDVL]HG�WKDW�WKH�LVVXH�RI�LQWHU-
national supervision should be addressed as well. 
Although Bidault had said beforehand that he wanted 
to discuss some problems, he did not go deeply into 
the problems yesterday evening, nor did he bring up 
VSHFL¿F�TXHVWLRQV��

Zhou Enlai
2 June 1954
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confuse the non-neutrality of political thoughts with neutral 
nations that have not participated in the [Indochina] war. 
Eden made a statement and insisted that we should use 
%LGDXOW¶V�SODQ�DV�D�EDVLV�IRU�GLVFXVVLRQ��+H�VXJJHVWHG�WKDW�
we should set up a technical committee to discuss the issues 
of functions and structure of the NNSC. Eden also suggested 
that the NNSC should be composed of Asian nations and 
emphasized that the joint commission of both sides should be 
subject to the command of the NNSC. Molotov spoke to refute 
Smith’s statement[:] “if Smith basically opposes communist 
countries joining the NNSC it means that he does not want to 
settle the problem. This attitude hampers the settlement. Such 
an attitude that denies all non-capitalist countries a role in the 
NNSC is close to the thoughts of the anti-communist league.” 
Molotov also cited documents signed jointly by four mem-
ber countries of the Korean NNSC acknowledging that the 
8QLWHG�6WDWHV� YLRODWHG� WKH� >DUPLVWLFH@� DJUHHPHQW��+RZHYHU��
[he] explained that the NNSC was still effective despite these 
weaknesses and that the four countries could reach an agree-
ment. The four neutral countries that the Soviet Union pro-
posed included two Asian countries and two European coun-
tries. Among those countries, two of them had diplomatic 
relations with France and the other two with the Democratic 
5HSXEOLF�RI�9LHWQDP��7KH\�ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�UHÀHFW�WKH�RSLQLRQV�
of both sides. 

(3) Our counterparts have not yet reached a consensus on the 
issue of the composition of the NNSC. They were unable to 
make any suggestions at the meeting. Based on newspa-
per [accounts], it seems that France does not agree with the 
Southeast Asian countries completely.
����,�ZLOO�UHSRUW�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�DW�\HVWHUGD\¶V�¿UVW�IRUPDO�PHHW-
ing of the representatives of commanders of both sides in a 
separate telegram. 

Zhou Enlai
3 June 1954
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DOCUMENT No. 26

Telegram, Zhou Enlai to Mao Zedong and Others, 
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said to Mr. Zhou Enlai there are currently two critical issues: 
(1) a decision on troop regrouping areas, and (2) supervision. 
Regarding the regrouping issue, military representatives from 
both sides have held three or four meetings. The Vietnamese 
commanders, however, only addressed principles but not 
VSHFL¿F�LVVXHV��7KHUHIRUH�WKHLU�PHHWLQJV�DUULYHG�DW�QR�XVHIXO�
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tions and even regression at the conference, and how to push 
the conference forward practically and realistically.

Chauvel:� ,� GRQ¶W� KDYH� PXFK� WLPH� QRZ�� +RSHIXOO\�� >ZH�
can] continue our conversations tomorrow and the next day. 
In short, I want to add several points. At the military meetings, 
the French staff presented the Laniel Proposal. Our purpose, 
however, was not to make the Vietnamese accept it, but to hope 
that the Vietnamese would tell us why they couldn’t accept 
it and to let them provide detailed critiques on our proposal. 
$OWKRXJK� WKH� WZR� VLGHV�KDYH�EHHQ�¿JKWLQJ� WKH�ZDU� IRU� HLJKW�
years, we have no understanding of each other. Therefore, a 
mutual understanding is desired at the present.

We believe that the most urgent problem at the present is the 
composition of the Neutral Nation Supervisory Commission. 
If this problem can be solved, other technical problems will be 
dealt with easily, and the conference will make much progress. 
During today’s conversation, I present the French opinion. At 
our next meeting, hopefully, Mr. Wang Bingnan can talk about 
China’s opinion on India and other countries. A conversation 
PD\� WDNH�D�GHWRXU� LQ� IURQW�RI�¿IW\�SHRSOH��EXW�D� IDFH�WR�IDFH�
conversation between two persons should be much easier for 
problem-solving. At least I believe so.

I must also emphasize my point on the local contact of 
military representatives. Although the past international agree-
ments stated that principles were discussed at Geneva, and the 
details were discussed at local levels, they didn’t say these 
meetings would begin at the same time. We still believe that 
an agreement of the bottom-line principles has to be reached 
at Geneva, before any local talk can possibly start on the spot. 
$Q\ZD\�� 3DULV� KDV� DOUHDG\� QRWL¿HG� 6DLJRQ�� DVNLQJ� WKHP� WR�
promptly send the French staff to contact the Vietnamese.

Wang Bingnan: Over eight years the war has hurt feel-
ings on both sides. A local contact may be the best way to 
heal the wounds and change the situation for the better.

Regarding the composition of the neutral nations commis-
sion, the Soviet Union has nominated four nations. We support 

the Soviet proposal. Mr. Chauvel, could you tell me about the 
French opinion on the other neutral nations besides India?

Chauvel: I mentioned India because it is a very typical 
example of a neutral nation. Among other Asian nations, for 



Cold War International History Project Bulletin, Issue 1637are] not sure if Mr. Zhou Enlai has time [for the meeting].Wang Bingnan: Mr. Zhou Enlai is very glad to meet Mr. Bidault.Chauvel: Wonderful. Let’s say 9:0- p.m. tomorrow [Monday]. We talked about the problems of the military staff meetings last time. It was said yesterday that their meetings have made some progress. Both sides have reached an agree-ment on tactical methods of regrouping their troops. Since both �V�L�G�H�V���K�D�Y�H���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���F�O�D�U�L�¿�H�G���W�K�H�L�U���L�Q�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�V�����L�W���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���H�D�V�L�H�U��for them to work out a solution.I would like to add a few more words now about the supervision issue. The Chinese side seems not fully under-standing of the French opinion [on supervision]. We did not mean that Laos and Cambodia do not need any supervision. Instead, our opinion is that these two countries have different situations, so that supervisory terms should be accordingly 
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We will also provide materials to prove that the United States 
violated the armistice agreement and disrupted the NNSC. 
Concerning the propaganda issue, we plan to compare our 
conciliatory attitude and America’s disruptive one during the 
conference. It will show clearly that our side is trying its best 
WR�VHHN�FRPPRQ�JURXQG��+RZHYHU��WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�LV�VWLOO�
insisting on United Nations supervision and is not willing to 
look for other channels beyond the United Nations to solve 
the problems.

Zhou Enlai
6 June 1954 

DOCUMENT No. 30

Telegram, Zhou Enlai to Mao Zedong, Concerning 
Consultations among the Chinese, Soviet and Vietnamese 
Delegations, 7 June 1954 

[Source: PRCFMA 206-00046-10; P1. Obtained by CWIHP 
and translated for CWIHP by Chen Zhihong.]

(Top Secret)
Chairman [Mao], Comrade [Liu] Shaoqi and the Central 
Committee:

(1)	� I hereby send for your examination the twelve terms 
on the united committee (the committee on military 
armistice), the supervision committee by neutral 
countries, and the question of international guaran-
tee that had been decided upon by the three parties 
of the Soviet Union, China and Vietnam yesterday 
(see attached). It is planned that these terms will be 
raised by the delegation of the Soviet Union at the 
open session on the Indochina issue on the 8th. At the 
session on the 8th, I plan to make positive explana-
tion of the six points concerning the basic principles 
in the military aspect that I put forward on 27 May, 
rebutting the mistaken points of the other side, and, 
in particular, criticizing the United States for block-
ing the progress of the conference. Pham Van Dong 
in his presentation plans to highlight the stand of our 
side on the political issue.

(2)	� The telegram of the CCP Central Committee and the 
reply of the Vietnamese Workers Party have been 
conveyed to the Soviet Party Central Committee by 
Comrade Molotov yesterday. The three parties of the 
Soviet Union, Vietnam, and China exchanged opin-
ions on these two telegrams yesterday.

						      Zhou Enlai
	 7 June 1954

Attachment [omitted]

DOCUMENT No. 31

Telegram, CCP Central Committee to Zhou Enlai, 
Replying to Zhou Enlai’s 7 June 1954 Telegram, 7 June 
1954

[Source: PRCFMA 206-00046-10; P5. Obtained by CWIHP 
and translated for CWIHP by Chen Zhihong.]

Comrade Zhou Enlai:
The telegram of 7 June has been received. We agree to the 

twelve terms on the united committee, the committee of super-
vision by neutral countries, and the question of international 
guarantee.

					     Central Committee
7 June 1954

DOCUMENT No. 32

Telegram, Li Kenong to the PRC Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Regarding the Chinese Delegation’s Meeting with 
the Delegations of Various Popular French Organizations, 
9 June 1954

[Source: PRCFMA 206-00121-02; P1-4. Obtained by CWIHP 
and translated for CWIHP by Li Xiaobing.]

Ministry of Foreign Affairs:
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resentatives at the most, and two or three at the least.
���� 'XULQJ� WKH� PHHWLQJV�� DOO� WKH� GHOHJDWLRQV� XVXDOO\� ¿UVW�

expressed their full understanding and trust of China’s policy 
for peace, and then showed their appreciation of China’s efforts 
at the Geneva Conference. Some of them presented certain 
gifts (for example, candies and books on New China by the 
French Communist Party). Two of the delegations found the 
1920 photos that the Chinese students celebrated the “Double 
Tens” at St. Etienne. They said the premier [Zhou Enlai] was 
there. One of the delegations presented us the receipts of 
French donation and aid to China during the Anti-Japanese 
War. They said that the receipts had been buried underground 
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QRW�WR�DSSO\�DQ\�PLOLWDU\�SUHVVXUH��+H�VDLG��³'RQ¶W�ZRUVHQ�WKH�
military situation to slow progress. A military situation will 
cause negative political reactions. Do not continue the war 
while discussing peace, and do not use the war to antagonize 
the public feeling of the other side.” On one hand, Bidault 
VDLG�WKDW�KH�KRSHG�WR�REWDLQ�D�FHDVH�¿UH�XQGHU�WKH�FRQGLWLRQ�
that the historical relationship between France and the three 
countries, Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia, was kept in mind. 
On the other hand, however, he said that he is opposed to 
mixing together discussion of military and political issues. 
%LGDXOW�DOVR�WULHG�WR�¿QG�RXW�>ZKHWKHU@�D�EHWWHU�FKDQFH�IRU�DQ�
agreement [would exist] if the Korean and Indochinese issues 
ZHUH�GLVFXVVHG�WRJHWKHU�RU�VHSDUDWHO\��DQG�D�SRVVLEOH�UHVXOW�
on the entire Asian issue if the discussions were conducted 
behind closed doors. I told him that the two issues certainly 
had impact on each other. They all should be solved, not 
just one, while leaving the other unsolved, or even trying 
to block any solution. Bidault said that he could avoid the 
impact of the development of the Indochinese issues on his 
JRYHUQPHQW� DQG� PHGLD�� +H� DOVR� VDLG� WKDW�� LI� QHFHVVDU\�� KH�
may have to mention his conversation with me in his speech 
that would be sent to the Assembly on Wednesday (the 9th). 
%XW� KH� GLGQ¶W� VWDWH� GH¿QLWHO\� WKDW� KH� ZRXOG� SXEOLFL]H� WKLV�
PDWWHU��+H�PD\�ZDQW�WR�XVH�KLV�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�&KLQD�WR�FDOP�
down the complaints in the Assembly, but he was afraid of 
upsetting America. Bidault also told me that he may have to 
talk aggressively and offensively at the public meeting on 
WKH��WK��+H�ZDQWHG�WR�PDNH�D�VWDWHPHQW�DKHDG�WKDW�LW�³ZRQ¶W�
be a problem for me to continue the communication with 
the Chinese delegation thereafter.” During the conversa-
tion, Bidault emphasized that my opinion was very close to 
KLV��+LV�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�ZLWK�PH�ZHUH�PRUH�FRQVWUXFWLYH�WKDQ�
those with other people. I talked about the issues of neu-
tral nation supervision, the experience of the Korean Neutral 
Nations Supervisory Commission, and veto rights. I also 
emphasized that both sides should follow the conciliatory 
spirits and look for their common points. 

[15 characters excised by the Department of Archives of 
the PRC Ministry of Foreign Affairs.]

Zhou Enlai
10 June 1954
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the Indian delegationôs opinions.
Fifteen days ago, [Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal] Nehru 

also stated publicly that North Koreaôs political system should 
not be forced on South Korea. Neither should South Koreaôs 
political system be forced on North Korea. They must seek a 
way to coexist with each other peacefully. They should begin 
with cultural and economic issues, and solve their political 
problems thereafter. 

Not long ago we anticipated that the French government 
would face a crisis, therefore we asked Bidault to present this 
proposal so that the conference could note it for the record. 
This is Franceôs claim on the issue of peace in Korea. It was 
simply a personal proposal before, however, now the French 
government is using it for the ýrst time as a proposal of its 
own. The United States is preparing to invite the other ýfteen 
countries to join it to sabotage the conference on the issue of 
international supervision. If other countries decide to do so, 
France will agree with them.

(2) [Paul] Ramadier wants to meet Mr. Zhou Enlai.
Former French Prime Minister Ramadier is a member of 

the Socialist Party. He is currently attending a conference of 
the International Labor Organization in Geneva and is also 
the chair of the conference. He is a good friend of my uncle 
Mr. [Joseph] Paul-Boncour (former prime minister from the 
Socialist Party), my wife and I are all very familiar with him. 
He will return to Paris after the conference and therefore wants 
to take this opportunity to meet Mr. Zhou Enlai. If Mr. Zhou 
Enlai agrees, I will arrange a lunch or dinner in a restaurant in 
the countryside so that two of them will be able to meet there. 
For the time of the meeting, we prefer next Sunday.

Wang Bingnan: As far as we know, a session on the Korean 
issue will be held tomorrow. Now I would also like to express 
some personal opinions: 

(1) We have stated many times that this conference has 
nothing to do with the United Nations. Although this issue was 
discussed many times in the United Nations before, no result 
was reached there. Therefore, the Berlin Conference decided 
to hold the Geneva Conference.

(2) Discussing the Korean issue at the Untied Nations is 
completely different from the issue of restoring Chinaôs status 
at the UN. They should not be confused. 

We believe that the Geneva Conference should reach a 
conclusion on the Korean issue. Since the delegations have all 



Inside China’s Cold War

44

session. However, France is different. France wants the confer-
ence to succeed, not to fail.

We have problems translating Mr. Molotovôs detailed 
proposals. Our two translators have been working on them 
since three oôclock and still havenôt ýnished yet. Therefore, 
Mr. [Jean] Chauvel cannot make any clear statement, simply 
depending on what he heard from the session. Nevertheless, 
Mr. Wang Bingnan should pay attention to one thing about 
which Smith is going to make a disappointing reply. He 
said that Molotovôs proposals did not contain anything new. 
However, Chauvel expressed that he was willing to consider 
them carefully. He did not want to easily put Molotovôs pro-
posals aside before they are discussed. 

Wang Bingnan: Although Mr. Paul-Boncour said that 
these were his personal opinions, I believe that they are similar 
to our own.

As far as I know, the military session also made great prog-
ress, and the atmosphere of the session was very good, too.

Mr. Molotovôs important proposals paved a new way for 
the conference. We welcome Mr. Chauvelôs attitude of careful 
consideration. The United States said that there was nothing 
new in the Soviet proposals. It shows that the Americansô pur-
pose is to let the conference fail. They obstruct [the confer-
ence] immediately every time it makes progress. France is an 
important concerned party. We hope that, as you said, France 
wants the conference to succeed. Then we believe that the con-
ference must reach a conclusion.

Paul-Boncour: Unfortunately, France does not have a gov-
ernment anymore.1 However, the French delegation and I all 
hope to be able to organize a technical committee, which will 
discuss the issue of supervision. This committee can discuss 
issues of the membership and authority of the NNSC. After the 
discussion, it should submit its report to the conference like the 
session of military experts does. According to the French con-
stitution, the president is the commander-in-chief of the three 
armed services. Although he has no authority to talk about 
political issues, he can take responsibility for the military 
issues of the armistice. The expert who is doing research on 
the issue of supervision in France is [Counselor to the French 
delegation] Colonel [Jacques] Guillermaz. 

Wang Bingnan: Do you think that the restricted sessions or 
the expert sessions should be continued?

Paul-Boncour: I still cannot answer you now, because we 
have to discuss Mr. Molotovôs proposals ýrst.

Wang Bingnan: How long will it take to set up the new 
French government? How many chances does [French 
National Assembly Member Pierre] Mendes-France have to 
form a cabinet?

Paul-Boncour: I think it is difýcult to form a new cabinet. 
It will take longer. I hope that Mendes-France will be success-
ful, however, I think he will fail.

Currently, the French delegation is responsible to the 
president. The negotiation of the armistice issue is led by 
Chauvel, [French Chief of the Special Staff of the Secretary 
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[military] bases in Laos and Cambodia. On the contrary, Mr. 
Eden said that if we could reach an agreement, this agreement 
will be guaranteed by all participants. Now I will get back to the 
instructions from Mr. Eden. We deýnitely cannot compromise 
on the withdrawal of all invading troops. Mr. Eden asked me to 
explain to the ambassador, and also to inform the prime minister, 
that tomorrowôs meeting on the Laos and Cambodia issues might 
be a very important one. If we can solve the problem on which 
we cannot compromise, Mr. Eden hopes that we will thereafter 
be able to solve the Laos and Cambodia issues and to let all par-
ticipants guarantee this solution. 

The advantage of our current conference is that it is a place 
of discussion, and in fact the Chinese delegation has already 
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sented our minimum proposal. Speciýcally, that the nineteen 
countries should issue a joint statement indicating a common 
desire to achieve the peaceful settlement of the Korean issue 
on the basis of establishing a uniýed, independent, and demo-
cratic country of Korea. I pointed out that if they rejected this 
proposal, their rejection of negotiations could only have an 
unfavorable effect on future international conferences. This 
minimum proposal obviously threw our counterparts into con-
fusion. After debating back and forth [among themselves], the 
Belgian delegate stated that he was not opposed to the spirit 
of my proposal and was ready to accept it. Eden agreed with 
the Belgian delegateôs statement and asked the delegations if 
he could conclude that the conference had already accepted 
Chinaôs proposal. Nobody was responding at the time. Smith 
panicked and immediately took the þoor himself with a state-
ment against us. Eden then reversed himself and said that the 
conference had no procedure for voting. He pointed out that 
the conference would not be able to reach agreement on any 
of the proposals, and it was only possible to note the proposals 
as part of the record of the conference. I immediately praised 
the Belgian delegateôs spirit of conciliation and said that it 
was also worth noting that Chairman Eden asked the delega-
tions to consent to Chinaôs last proposal. At the same time, I 
criticized the opposition and obstruction of the US delegation 
and pointed out how the US delegation had been preventing 
the Geneva Conference from being able to arrive at even a 
minimal agreement. At the end Eden declared that the con-
ference would note all proposals and statements as part of 
the record and that the meeting was adjourned. In sum, the 
Soviet, Korean, and Chinese delegationsô repeated efforts dis-
rupted our counterpartsô arrangement and completely exposed 
Americaôs decision to sabotage the conference. 

(3) At this point the sessions on the Korean issue ended. We 
are considering whether or not the Soviet Union, the DPRK, 
and China, the three countries of our side, should issue a joint 
statement or issue statements separately after we return to our 
countries summarizing the discussions on the Korean issue 
at the Geneva Conference and explaining them to the whole 
world. 

Zhou Enlai
17 June 1954
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DOCUMENT No. 40

Minutes, Meeting between Zhou Enlai and the Australian 
Minister for External Affairs, Richard Casey (Summary), 
18 June 1954

[Source: PRCFMA 206- 00008-07; P1-4. Obtained by 
CWIHP and translated for CWIHP by Chen Zhihong.]

Time: 18 June 1954, 12:00 p.m. to 12:45 p.m.
Attendees on the Chinese side: Zhou Enlai, [PRC Foreign 
Ministry American and Australian Affairs Department 
Director] Ke Bainian, Pu Shouchang (interpreter)
Attendees on the Australian side: Casey, Lauren (staff of 
the Australian legation at Saigon) 

	
1. Regarding the Korean issue:
Casey ýrst assured us that he had never thought about 

excluding China in the future from the discussions on the 
Korean issue. He then said that the Korean issue is currently 
a mess. It therefore proved difýcult for such a big confer-
ence as this one to solve the problem. He said that he origi-
nally thought that even if North and South Korea could not 
be uniýed shortly, at least some temporary measures could 
be taken. For example, [measures on the issues of] trade, 
communication, and so on between the North and the South. 
However, now the North and the South are like oil and water 
[and] do not mix. 

Foreign Minister Zhou said we also hope that the North 
and South will not continue ýghting each other. Instead, we 
want them to get closer. However, as Mr. Casey knows, South 
Koreaôs attitude is very unreasonable on these issues. After 
the sixteen countries published the joint declaration, the South 
Korean delegation immediately made a statement saying that 
it would no longer be restrained by the Korean War Armistice 
Agreement. This statement not only embarrassed the other 
members of the sixteen countries but even Smith. 

Casey said that that was right and they were very angry 
about that, too.

2. Regarding the issues of the recognition of China and the 
United Nations

Casey said that currently there were still various difýcul-
ties to overcome. Therefore, it was still too early to discuss 
the issues of recognition and the United Nations. He said that 
he believes that Foreign Minister Zhou understands political 
issues and other issues in the world. 

Foreign Minister Zhou said: It does not matter. However, Mr. 
Casey should know that we have complaints about these issues.

Casey asked, what did you mean by ñcomplaintò?
Foreign Minister Zhou said that China was deprived of 

the authority and status to which it was entitled at the United 
Nations.

Casey said that, nevertheless, the improvement of Sino-
British relations achieved at this time was very proýtable. If 
[we] take a little bit longer, and use time to óheal,ô [I] believe 

that the situation will get better. He said, he understands that 
the Chinese people know about “the time cure.” 

Foreign Minister Zhou said that the improvement of Sino-
British relations was an achievement. I believe that it can also 
help to deepen the understanding of the countries of the British 
Commonwealth toward China through the improvement of 
Sino-British relations. Mr. Casey just said that the Chinese 
people know about the ótime cure,ô this means that Mr. Casey 
has some understanding of the Chinese people.

Casey said that he believes that the improvement of Sino-
British relations will deepen the understanding of the countries 
of the British Commonwealth toward China as well.

3. The Indochina issue.
Casey said that as far as he knows the discussion on the 

Indochina issue made progress because of Foreign Minister 
Zhouôs proposals. 

 Foreign Minister Zhou brieþy repeated to Casey what he 
had discussed with Eden. For example, [we] hope that Laos 
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ýve years. The Peopleôs Republic of China will not conduct an 
invasion, nor should Mr. Casey have any doubts about that.  

Casey said that he was glad to hear that. He also said that he 
believed that it will not be difýcult for both sides to reach an 
agreement as long as China does not establish military bases.

Foreign Minister Zhou asked: Did you mean that if China 
establishes military bases in Indochina? How could China go 
to Indochina and establish military bases there? We believe 
that no foreign countries should establish military bases in 
Indochina.

Casey said that what he just meant was that China should 
not establish military bases inside the Chinese territory near 
Indochina. Then he said, they [the Western nations], including 
Australia, establish military bases for the purpose of defense, 
not aggression. However, it was probably difýcult for Foreign 
Minister Zhou to accept this explanation.

Foreign Minister Zhou said, it will be difýcult for us to 
imagine that Australia would go and establish military bases 
everywhere alone if the United States had not established mili-
tary bases in the western Paciýc Ocean and all over Asia. We 
believe that only the military bases established in our own 
countries can be called defensive ones. Military bases estab-
lished in other countriesô territories are for aggressive reasons. 
This is our deýnition.

Casey said, you should not think that the United States is 
that bad.

Foreign Minister Zhou said, it is the United States that has 
been taking a hostile attitude towards us for the past ýve years.
Foreign Minister Zhou continued, although Mr. Casey and I 
can discuss all other issues, we have different understandings 
of the United States. However, this will not affect relations 
between China and Australia.

DOCUMENT No. 41

Telegram, CCP Central Committee to Zhou Enlai, 
Concerning the Meeting at Nanning, 20 June 1954, 11:00 
p.m.

[Source: PRCFMA 206-Y0050. Obtained by CWIHP and 
translated for CWIHP by Chen Zhihong.]

Comrade Enlai:
Your telegram of 3:00 p.m., 20 June has been received.
(1)	�
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(VWP)] Truong Chinh and [General] Vo Nguyen Giap, as 
well as Comrades [Chief PRC advisor to the VWP] Luo 
Guibo and Wei Guoqing to discuss the situation related to 
the negotiation and the question of the division of zones, 
so that consensus will be reached and that progress will be 
made in the negotiations at Geneva. We are of the opinion 
that this meeting is necessary, and we agree with Comrade 
Zhou Enlaiôs opinions. Please ask Comrades Ho Chi Minh, 
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DOCUMENT No. 44

Minutes, Zhou Enlai’s Meeting with [Jean] Chauvel, 22 
June 1954

[Source: PRCFMA 206-00006-04; P1-5. Obtained by CWIHP 
and translated for CWIHP by Li Xiaobing.]

Time: 22 June, 
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reached an agreement in principle about the military meetings. 
They will meet and talk intensively in the next three weeks. 
Currently, the meetings of the belligerent states became the 
center of the conference. France and Vietnam are the most 
important parties from both sides. Our desire is a direct con-
tact of both sides and a signed settlement [to be reached] soon. 
All the nations at the conference, including China, are willing 
to make contributions to genuine progress, and [are] ýrm to 
oppose any obstruction or destruction.

These are the main points of my opinion.
Mendes-France: The Premierôs points help me realize that 

the Premierôs thoughts on the issues are very clear. Of course, I 
canôt respond to every point, but some particular points should 
be discussed carefully. What made me glad is that our opinions 
are pretty close on the main points. I heard that the discussions 
on Laos and Cambodia have made some progress in the past 
several days. I also know that the progress was achieved most-
ly through the efforts by the delegation under the leadership 
of Premier Zhou. I believe that we donôt have any unsolvable 
problems between us over the issues of Laos and Cambodia.

As the Premier mentioned, coping with the domestic prob-
lems in Laos and Cambodia also requires international super-
vision. Certainly, a solution requires some work, but I donôt 
think it is too difýcult to ýnd out.

The problem in Vietnam is different. The Premier just 
said that it is tougher. And then the situation is not optimistic 
because the war has been [going on] in that country for so long. 
Moreover, as the Premier said, the two governments there have 
their own administrations and armies. The Vietnamese people 
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that everything is for peace and friendship. We fully agree 
with this point.

Mendes-France: This is our ýrst meeting. I hope we will 
have more contacts later on. I am really happy about this meet-
ing. Iôd like to express my appreciation here. Although I am 
very busy with many things since I have just organized my 
new cabinet, I really want to come here and meet you.

I have another practical question, that is, what we are 
going to tell the reporters. What do you think about this?

Zhou Enlai: Mr. Prime Minister can make a suggestion, 
please.

Mendes-France: I agree with a news release draft sug-
gested by Mr. Chauvel: “We had a frank conversation on the 
issue of peace in Indochina, not a negotiation. This conversa-
tion may lead to our desire that the Geneva Conference will 
achieve genuine progress.” It seems that not too much besides 
this can be said.

Zhou Enlai: It is good not to say too much.
Mendes-France: Hopefully, Mr. Li Kenong will contact 

Mr. Chauvel often later on.
Zhou Enlai: I have a wish. Within the next three weeks, if 

Mr. Mendes-France comes to Geneva or has other opportuni-
ties, I hope you can make a contact with Mr. Pham Van Dong, 
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diplomatic, economic, and cultural relations with China after 
SHDFH�LV�UHVWRUHG��,W�LV�QRW�GLI¿FXOW�WR�VROYH�WKH�SROLWLFDO�SURE-
lems of Laos. People of the liberation movement can vote and 
organize a reconciliation government. If the parliament agrees, 
we can revise the constitution and even establish a republic 
after the elections. [Prince] Souphanouvong is the brother of 
WKH�FXUUHQW�SULPH�PLQLVWHU��+H�GRHV�QRW�ZDQW�WR�RYHUWKURZ�WKH�
NLQJ��+H�RQO\�ZDQWV�WR�MRLQ�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW��3UREOHPV�FDQ�EH�
solved if we can discuss them directly.” I told the Laotian del-
egation: [“] We are trying our best to facilitate the rapproche-
ment among the three countries. [We] respect the independence 
of the three countries and oppose the United States establishing 
[military] bases in these countries. We believe that it is under-
standable that Laos presented its needs for maintaining armed 
forces for its own defense. We respect other countries’ security 
and independence [”]. I told him that they do not have to worry 
about their borders, and that we are willing to join the guaran-
tee by the nine countries.1 I emphasized that the current French 
government wants peace, and Vietnam and Laos want peace as 
well. No one can prevent the realization of peace if the parties 
concerned demand it. I also warned him to be on the alert so that 
the Americans cannot sabotage [the peace]. The Laotian del-
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DOCUMENT No. 52

Telegram, Li Kenong to Mao Zedong, Liu Shaoqi, and the 
CCP Central Committee, and Convey to Zhou Enlai, Zhang 
Wentian and [PRC Vice Foreign Minister] Wang Jiaxiang, 
Concerning the Content of a Meeting between the Soviet, 
Chinese, and Vietnamese Delegations, 26 June 19541

[Source: PRCFMA 206-00046-34; P1-3. Obtained by CWIHP 
and translated for CWIHP by Chen Zhihong.]

(Top secret)

Chairman, Comrade, and the Central Committee, and convey 
to Zhou, Zhang, and Wang:

At 5:30 this afternoon, the Soviet, Vietnamese and Chinese 
delegations met to study the plan prepared by the Vietnamese 
side concerning division and adjustment of zones in Vietnam 
and Laos. Concerning Vietnam, the plan introduced by Comrade 
Pham Van Dong is that the enemy will withdraw from the north-
ern plain and [PingZhaoTian], and that our troops in Quang 
Nam area will withdraw from the southern and central region. 
2XU�PD[LPXP�>JRDO@�LV�WKH�OLQH�IURP�7X\�+RD, [JiaoYao], and 
Pleiku, along Route 19, to the Vietnamese-Cambodian border 
�EHWZHHQ�WKH���WK�DQG���WK�SDUDOOHOV���WKH�PHGLXP�JRDO�LV�WKH�
15th parallel, and the minimum is the 16th parallel. At today’s 
meeting with the chief military negotiators from the two sides 
the French side already introduced the principles that its gov-
ernment would follow concerning the dividing line in Vietnam 
(that is, withdrawing completely from the north, dividing the 
OLQH�DORQJ�WKH���WK�SDUDOOHO��DQG��XVLQJ�+DLSKRQJ�RQO\�IRU�WKH�
SXUSRVH�RI�ZLWKGUDZDO���)UDQFH¶V�PLOLWDU\�QHJRWLDWRU�>+HQU\@�
'HOWLHO�ZLOO�JR�EDFN�WR�3DULV�WR�JHW�LQVWUXFWLRQV�WRGD\��DQG�WKH�
two sides have agreed to discuss the situation in Vietnam next 
Monday (the 28th). Considering these three developments, the 
Vietnamese side should not delay putting forward the maximum 
plan. But in order for negotiations to be carried out smoothly, it 
is necessary to combine introducing the political, military, and 
economic situation in the three countries of Indochina with the 
settlement plans, and present them simultaneously, as this will 
be more advantageous. Concerning Laos, the division of zones 
plan presented by Comrade Pham Van Dong focuses on pursu-
ing Sam Neua, Phong Sali, and such new liberation zone as 
[MengKe] and [MengWei] in upper Laos, and strive to expand 
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DOCUMENT No. 53

Telegram, PRC Embassy in the Soviet Union to the 
Foreign Ministry, “Preparing a Plane for Delivering 
Documents to Nanning,” 25 June 1954

[Source: PRCFMA 206-00049-01; P10. Obtained by CWIHP 
and translated for CWIHP by Chen Zhihong.]

(Top secret)

Foreign Ministry:
The Premier instructs that the documents carried by [PRC 

Foreign Ministry Messenger] Shan Daxin must be delivered 
to Nanning by the 29th. The Shan group of two will leave 
0RVFRZ�DQG�À\�WR�%HLMLQJ�RQ�WKH���WK��3OHDVH�SUHSDUH�D�VSH-
cial plane to wait for Shan to arrive in Beijing, and he will 
LPPHGLDWHO\�EH�ÀRZQ�WR�1DQQLQJ��VR�WKDW�LW�ZLOO�EH�JXDUDQWHHG�
that the documents will be delivered on time.

The Embassy in the Soviet Union
25 June 1954

DOCUMENT No. 54

Telegram, Wang Bingnan to PRC Foreign Ministry 
$GPLQLVWUDWLYH�2I¿FH�����-XQH�����

[Source: PRCFMA 206-00049-01; P11. Obtained by CWIHP 
and translated for CWIHP by Chen Zhihong.]

7KH�$GPLQLVWUDWLYH�2I¿FH�RI�WKH�)RUHLJQ�0LQLVWU\�

(1)	�
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DOCUMENT No. 56

7HOHJUDP��35&�)RUHLJQ�0LQLVWU\�$GPLQLVWUDWLYH�2I¿FH�WR�
Li Kenong, 27 June 1954, 3:00 p.m.

[Source: PRCFMA 206-00049-01; P13. Obtained by CWIHP 
and translated for CWIHP by Chen Zhihong.]

Vice Minister Li:
Messenger Comrade Shan Daxin has just arrived. The 

three bags of documents have been delivered respectively to 
Li Qi and Director Zhang Zhen of the Department of Military 
Operations by specially arranged personnel and automobiles. 
[PRC Foreign Ministry Messenger] Xiao Qing and Shan 
'D[LQ� ZLOO� WDNH� WKH� SODQH� WR� VHQG� +RDQJ�9DQ� +RDQ� DQG� KLV�
seven-person group to Nanning, and will deliver the other bag 
to Premier Zhou Enlai. So this special report.

)RUHLJQ�0LQLVWU\�$GPLQLVWUDWLYH�2I¿FH
27 June 1954, 3:00 p.m.

DOCUMENT No. 57

Telegram, PRC Foreign Ministry to Li Kenong, 27 June 
1954 

[Source: PRCFMA 206-00049-01; P17. Obtained by CWIHP 
and translated for CWIHP by Chen Zhihong.]

(Top secret)

Vice Minister Li:
Because of the sincere invitation by the prime minister of 

Burma, Premier [and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the PRC] 
Zhou [Enlai] has decided to stay one more day in Burma and 
will not return home until the 30th. The meeting at Nanning 
thus will also be postponed for one day. So this special report.

The Foreign Ministry
27 June 1954

DOCUMENT No. 58

Telegram, PRC Department of Military Operations 
Director Zhang Zhen to PRC Military Advisor to the PRC 
Geneva Conference Delegation Lei Yingfu, 28 June 1954

[Source: PRCFMA 206-00049-01; P14. Obtained by CWIHP 
and translated for CWIHP by Chen Zhihong.]

Comrade Lei Yingfu:

The documents (those top secret) from you have been con-
veyed to us by Comrade Wang Yin of the Foreign Ministry 
today.

Zhang Zhen
28 June 1954

DOCUMENT No. 59

Telegram, Li Kenong to Mao Zedong, Liu Shaoqi, and 
WKH�&HQWUDO�&RPPLWWHH��³%ULH¿QJ�RQ�WKH�0HHWLQJ�E\�WKH�
Chinese, Soviet and Vietnamese Delegations,” 29 June 
1954

[Source: PRCFMA 206-00046-37; P1-2. Obtained by CWIHP 
and translated for CWIHP by Chen Zhihong.]

Record number:
(top secret)

Chairman, Comrade, and the Central Committee, Zhou [Enlai], 
Zhang [Wentian], and Wang [Jiaxiang]:

The Chinese, Soviet, and Vietnamese delegations, following 
the usual practice, held a joint meeting at 11:00 a.m. on 29 June. 
The main points of the meeting are reported here as follows:

(1)	� Comrade [Vasily V.] Kuznetsov mentions that he had 
a meeting yesterday afternoon with [Jean] Chauvel, 
head of the French delegation. Chauvel said that the 
proposed solution put forward by the Vietnamese side 
at the meeting by the chief military representatives of 
the two sides on the 28th was much too demanding, 
which made him very uneasy. Chauvel further said 
WKDW�DV�WKLV�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�PHHWLQJ��LW�LV�QDWXUDO�WKDW�WKH\�
[the Vietnamese] asked for a higher payout of debts, 
and this… [the sentence ends abruptly]

		�  Kuznetsov said that you [Chauvel] proposed the 
18th parallel, and that would not work. 

	 As a matter of fact, the central part of Vietnam has a 
small population and is not so much of value, why do they want 
to have it? Kuznetsov then asked: If it is not of high value, why 
do you not mention it? Kuznetsov further says: I hope that you 
will give a comprehensive presentation about the situation of 
the three countries, so that the question will be settled.

(2)	� At today’s meeting, Comrade Pham Van Dong at one 
point introduced the idea of discussing economic 
interests further, and discussing about the zone divi-
sion issue less. Kuznetsov does not say much about 
this issue, only says that they will give further con-
sideration to it. Our delegation then had an internal 
discussion, and we are of the opinion that at the pres-
ent time the zone division issue remains a key issue 
concerning Vietnam and Laos, to ask for too little 
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will be disadvantageous, and to ask for too much 
will block the realization of an overall agreement. 
Therefore, we hope that the meeting at Nanning 
should make an early decision on this issue and 
inform the Vietnamese delegation us as early as pos-
sible, so that the negotiation process will be pushed 
forward. 

Li Kenong,
29 June 1954
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DOCUMENT No. 63

Telegram, Zhou Enlai to Mao Zedong, Liu Shaoqi and the 
CCP Central Committee, “A Brief Report on the Meetings 
at Liuzhou,” 3 July 1954, 1:00 p.m. 

[Source: PRCFMA 206-00049-03; P1. Obtained by CWIHP 
and translated for CWIHP by Chen Zhihong.]

Chairman, Comrade Shaoqi, and report to the Central 
Committee, and convey to Ambassador Zhang [Wentian] and 
Minister Wang [Jiaxing] in Moscow, and Vice Minister Li 
[Kenong] in Geneva:

I arrived in Guangzhou on the morning of 30 June. Because 
of the change in the weather and careless eating I suffered from 
DQ�XSVHW�VWRPDFK��,�WRRN�D�GD\�RI�UHVW�LQ�*XDQJ]KRX��DQG�ÀHZ�
and arrived in Liuzhou at noon of 2 July. On the same day I 
PHW�ZLWK�&RPUDGHV�'LQJ�>+R�&KL�0LQK@��>9LHW�0LQK�*HQHUDO@�
9R� >1JX\HQ� *LDS@�� +RDQJ� >9DQ� +RDQ@�� /XR� >*XLER@�� :HL�
Guoqing, [Guangxi Province Governor] Chen Manyuan, and 
[PRC military advisor to the VWP] Xie Fang, and had a brief 
conversation with Comrade Ding. I have read the telegrams 
from the Central Committee via the Provincial Committee. 
Those telegrams that are conveyed to the friends are being read 
by them in turn.

7KLV� ¿UVW� PHHWLQJ� ZDV� KHOG� WKLV� PRUQLQJ�� DQG� &RPUDGH�
Vo made a comprehensive presentation. The meeting will 
be continued in the afternoon, and Wei Guoqing will make 
a supplementary presentation. It is planned that at the meet-
ing in the evening, I will report on the experience at the 
Geneva Conference and also on the current international situ-
ation. The important issues should wait to be resolved (at the 
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DOCUMENT No. 66

Telegram, Li Kenong to Mao Zedong and Others, 
Regarding the Situation at the Twenty-First Restricted 
Session, 7 July 1954

[Source: PRCFMA 206-Y0051. Obtained by CWIHP and 
translated for CWIHP by Gao Bei.]

Chairman Mao [Zedong], Comrade [Liu] Shaoqi, Comrade 
[Zhou] Enlai and the Central Committee:

,�VSRNH�¿UVW�DW�WKH���VW�UHVWULFWHG�VHVVLRQ�RQ�WKH�,QGRFKLQD�
issue on the 6th. I explained our position on the issue of the 
relationship between the joint commission and the NNSC, the 
issue of the compulsory nature of [the recommendations of] 
the NNSC, the issue of voting procedures and the composition 
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pointed out that the Cambodian delegation stated on 8 June 
that Cambodia had no intention of allowing foreign countries 
to establish bases within its territory. 
(3) In consideration of the relationship between Laos, 
Cambodia and the French Union, [I said] that we can discuss 
Laos’ and Cambodia’s needs for French [military] instructors 
and technicians. At last, I said that issues concerning the quan-
tity and type of defensive weapons should also be included in 
discussions between the representatives of the two commands 
based on agreements.

 Pham Van Dong made an overall statement on the issue 
of supervision. [Jean] Chauvel spoke to support the American 
GHOHJDWLRQ��+H�GLVDJUHHG�ZLWK�ZKDW�,�VDLG�DERXW�OHWWLQJ�PLOLWDU\�
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Royal government as well, a common solution 
could be found. Likewise, our wish and policies 
on restoring peace in Indochina have won sup-
port from India, Burma, and some countries in 
the Colombo Conference.1 Mr. Eden must have 
read the Sino-Indian and Sino-Burmese joint 
statements. I believe that these two statements 
would promote peace in Indochina. In these 
statements, we have also said that we would 
not reject the participation of any country in the 
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formal meetings, and I believe you must have 
known [about that]. 

Zhou Enlai:	� Yes, but we will have to hold a session at the 
end to conclude the conference. 

Eden:		�  Yes, if there is something to make public, of 
course, a plenary session will have to be held. 
I must say good-bye now, for Mr. Molotov is 
going to see me soon.

1. Editor’s Note: The Colombo Conference, held 28 April—2 May 
1954, was convened by Ceylonese Prime Minister John Kotelawa, and 
included Burmese Prime Minister U Nu, Indian Prime Minister Jawaha-
rlal Nehru, Indonesian Prime Minister Ali Sastroamidjojo, and Pakistani 
Prime Minister Mohammed Ali.

DOCUMENT No. 69

Minutes of Conversation between Zhou Enlai and 
Anthony Eden, 17 July 1954 [Excerpt]

[Source: PRCFMA 206-Y0006. Obtained by CWIHP and 
translated for CWIHP by Zhao Han.]

Time: 17 July 1954, 11:30 a.m. to 12:40 p.m.
Location: Eden’s residence
Chinese Participants: Zhou Enlai, Zhang Wentian, Li 
.HQRQJ��+XDQ�;LDQJ��3X�6KRXFKDQJ��LQWHUSUHWHU�DQG�QRWH�
taker)
British Participants: Anthony Eden, William D. Allen, 
Anthony Rumbold, Ford (interpreter)

Eden:		�  Last night we had a talk, and I think you have 
learned the contents of it. It seems that the big-
gest questions are those of demarcation and the 
date of the elections. Other issues can all be 
resolved. 

=KRX�(QODL�	� <HV�� 0U�� 0RORWRY� KDV� QRWL¿HG� PH�� 7KH� WKUHH�
of you had a long talk on these two questions, 
and I believe a solution can be found in the 
end. Therefore, I would like to discuss another 
question with you today. It is the question of a 
Southeast Asian defense pact. Since the Paris 
talks, there has been much information from 
various sources, as well as a lot of publicity. 
Does the United States intend to sabotage the 
reaching of an agreement on restoring peace in 
Indochina with this question? Rumor has it that 
the three Indochinese states [Laos, Cambodia, 
and Vietnam] will be included in this pact. If this 
were to be so, then peace would have no mean-
ing other than preparation for new hostilities. So 

I would like to ask Your Excellency directly, for 
,�FRXOG�REWDLQ�¿UVW�KDQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�IURP�<RXU�
Excellency. 

Eden:		�  There has been no sudden change regarding 
this question. As I have said in Parliament, two 
issues are involved here. 

			�	    First, to be honest with you, the US might 
not like any agreement that could be possibly 
reached here. But we are hoping that they will 
at least like it enough that they will issue a state-
ment. This is what we are trying our best to urge 
them to do. Then every one of us will likewise 
issue a statement to support the agreement. Your 
Excellency mentioned that you would like the 
Colombo Conference countries to be involved, 
and perhaps they can issue a statement, too. Thus 
the arrangements made here could be reinforced. 

			�	    Secondly, our Southeast Asia pact with the 
US [SEATO]: this is a defensive arrangement. 
A research group is evaluating it in Washington. 
This is an arrangement that is symmetrical to 
the Sino-Soviet alliance, and it is defensive just 
like the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, 
with duties exactly like those in NATO. 

			�	    As to the other point you asked about, I 
can only give you a personal answer. So far as I 
understand, there has been no proposal for the 
three Indochinese states to join in the Southeast 
Asian pact, but as sovereign states they are free 
[to do so]. They can issue statements for the 
conference to notice. 

			�	    Many things will depend on how we solve 
the questions here. If an arrangement could be 
made that is acceptable to all of us, then the 
DWPRVSKHUH� ZLOO� LPSURYH� DQG� FRQ¿GHQFH� ZLOO�
increase. I hope that Laos and Cambodia could 
become a “buffer” for both of us. So I hope that 
Your Excellency could help us obtain a guar-
antee that Laos and Cambodia will be indepen-
GHQW��7KLV�ZD\��FRQ¿GHQFH�ZLOO�JURZ��

			�	    [Passage excised by the Department of 
Archives of the PRC Ministry of Foreign Affairs.] 
It is precisely for this reason that I am delighted 
to hear the Premier say that the introduction of 
arms should be allowed into Laos and Cambodia 
for self-defense. This illustrates that the two 
countries can be independent. This has been 
JUHDWO\�LQÀXHQWLDO��

			�	    ,�FDQ�VD\�ZLWK�PXFK�FRQ¿GHQFH�WKDW�WKH�86�
has no intention of establishing military bases in 
either of the countries. 

Zhou Enlai:	� Thank you, Mr. Eden, for your explanations. 
In order for an agreement to be reached on the 
issue of restoring peace in Indochina, this ques-
WLRQ� QHHGHG� WR� EH� FODUL¿HG� DW� WKLV� LPSRUWDQW�
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and opposing any sabotage of the agreement, 
then it would be a Locarno-style arrangement. 
Perhaps we should not use the term “Locarno.”

			�	    I agree with you that not only the partici-
pating countries in the Geneva Conference, but 
also the Colombo Conference countries should 
be involved in this arrangement.

			�	    I do not see how such an arrangement 
would be incompatible with a NATO-style 
Southeast Asian pact. The Southeast Asian pact 
is concerned with a potential situation. 

			�	    An important issue at the Paris talks was to 
ask the Americans to come here. We hope that as 
a result of coming here, they will feel delighted 
and issue a statement to honor the agreement 
reached here, agree not to undermine the agree-
ment, and to oppose anyone else sabotaging the 
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unity in Southeast Asia, then we oppose them. 
We are in favor of peace and against disunity. 
This is our attitude. 

Eden:		�  The Southeast Asian pact is not a new idea, and 
it was not invented at the Paris talks but has 
been around for some time. I have just said that 
the better we do things here, the less we need to 
consider defensive arrangements. 

Zhou Enlai:	� You can say that sentence in reverse: if someone 
tries to create disunity, it would bring trouble to 
achieving peace. 

Eden:		�  In any event, relations between our countries 
are good. Please do not worry about this. 

1. Editor’s Note: Eden had proposed a “Locarno type” system for 
guaranteeing the security of neutral states through collective defense. 
“Locarno” references the 1925 Locarno Treaties. 

DOCUMENT No. 70

Minutes of Zhou Enlai’s Meeting with [Jean] Chauvel, 13 
July 1954

[Source: PRCFMA 206-00006-05; P1-2. Obtained by CWIHP 
and translated for CWIHP by Li Xiaobing.]

Time: 7:00 p.m., 13 July 1954
Location: Premier Zhou’s hotel suite
Chinese participants: Zhou Enlai, Li Kenong, Wang 
Bingnan, [PRC Foreign Ministry Asian Affairs Department 
Director-General] Chen Jiakang, and
Dong Ningchuan (translator)
French participants: Jean Chauvel, Jacques Guillermaz, and 
one translator

	
Chauvel:�,�DP�QRZ�SUHVHQWLQJ�D�GRFXPHQW�WR�7KH�+RQRUDEOH�

3UHPLHU��7KLV�GRFXPHQW�LV�GUDIWHG�IRU�WKH�FHDVH�¿UH�DJUHHPHQW�
DQG�VRPH�SULQFLSOHV�DIWHU�WKH�FHDVH�¿UH��,W�DOVR�SRLQWV�RXW�WKDW�
the current solution is not for separate governments.

The fourth part of this document is about limiting the armed 
forces in Laos and Cambodia. The discussion of this issue is 
beyond the responsibilities of the military representatives of 
Laos, Cambodia, and the Vietnamese government. It should 
belong to the nine-nation conference. Therefore, after this doc-
ument is read at the conference, the representatives of Laos 
and Cambodia will be invited to make a statement. Their state-
ment will be included in the document. It seems the best way 
to handle the situation.

Mr. [Pierre] Mendes-France also talked to Mr. Pham Van 
Dong about this issue. Mr. Pham Van Dong believes that this 
document 1(a9000300 l-ocudo7nW5.559 l
hr)5463(M0el-ocudnPhau nPhau3n4z ots )259 l
a [(M0el-ocudnPhio[l4eanhIhen(Pha0931(of )alkenK<0057001of moumof )alkCgPhau3n4z -Th7m7h]kumof )al246(governmen111(91(Bingne7001of mennk7001of mear)21(-Generaocu. )-14l24 )-63Th7m79. )r issue.4l24atives l24o[l4ea-6(government. )-1492hau3n4z -T, �,��
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about. This problem causes us concern. Our wish is that a resto-
ration of peace will be realized in Indochina, and that Laos and 
Cambodia will become peaceful, independent, friendly, and 
neutral countries. If they join America’s alliance and establish 
American bases, then the restoration of peace becomes mean-
LQJOHVV��,W�ZLOO�LQFUHDVH�$PHULFD¶V�LQÀXHQFH��DQG�GHFUHDVH�WKH�
LQÀXHQFH�RI�WKH�'HPRFUDWLF�5HSXEOLF�RI�9LHWQDP��7KLV�LV�QRW�
EHQH¿FLDO� IRU� WKH� ,QGRFKLQHVH� SHRSOH� RU� WKH� )UHQFK� SHRSOH��
According to our conversations in the past meetings, I think it 
shouldn’t happen like this. But there are so many rumors out 
there, as if Paris has some kind of promise. Thus, I’d like to 
talk to Mr. Prime Minister directly and frankly.

Mendes-France: I appreciate that Mr. Premier recalls 
our conversations in the past meetings and intends to main-
tain a consistent stance. I also want to maintain my previous 
position.

After our two meetings, as Mr. Premier knows, there has 
EHHQ� VRPH� GHYHORSPHQW� LQ� WKH� VLWXDWLRQ�� 2XU� GHDGOLQH²,�
VKRXOG� VD\� P\� GHDGOLQH²LV� QRZ� FRPLQJ� VRRQ�� %XW� ZH� VWLOO�
IDFH�PDQ\�GLI¿FXOWLHV��

[
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DOCUMENT No. 72

Minutes of Conversation between Zhou Enlai and 
[Laotian Foreign Minister Phoui] Sananikone (Summary), 
18 July 1954
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ernment. This is a good way to handle it.
As far as I know, no one has ever considered Laos [in the 

same way] as Vietnam. The delimitation of concentration areas 
is simply a temporary idea. Laos only has one Royal govern-
ment. This is not a division of the country. After the withdrawal 
of all foreign forces, Laos can therefore become a peaceful, 
LQGHSHQGHQW��DQG�XQL¿HG�FRXQWU\��3RUWV�DURXQG�>/DRV@�ZLOO�VWLOO�
be supervised in the future. Therefore, Laos’s security can be 
guaranteed. During the armistice period, defensive weapons that 
Laos needs to import can be decided on through negotiations. 
The foreign minister said on 16 June that [members of] the resis-
tance will be able to enjoy all civil rights and will be accepted to 
work [for the government?]. This is very good. Resistance forc-
es mostly have fought the French troops. Now we need to help 
them and unite them. It will be great if the Royal government 
and Mr. Souphanouvong can meet in Laos and deal with these 
issues. You should start uniting them not only after the elections 
but also before the elections. Since Laos is a small country, it 
should try even harder to unite all forces within the country. I 
think that Mr. Pham Van Dong also shares the same thoughts.

Sananikone: I appreciate the Prime Minister’s invaluable 
advice. It is a good basis for us to consider [those issues] care-
fully. We have discussed with Mr. Pham Van Dong a meeting 
between our prime minister [Prince Souvanna Phouma] and 
his brother [Prince Souphanouvong]. [We believe that] if the 
military conference here does not make any progress it will not 
EH�HIIHFWLYH��HYHQ�LI�WKH\�PHHW�LQ�/DRV��+RZHYHU��LI�WKH�3ULPH�
Minister believes that it is the right time for the brothers to 
meet, we are willing to help. In sum, our prime minister is very 
willing to talk directly with his brother.

Zhou Enlai: It is best [if they can] discuss internal issues 
directly. Mr. Pham Van Dong is simply the representative of 
the Laotian resistance movement and cannot discuss details. 
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points to which the Prime Minister referred. We will be back 
after we have reached some conclusions. We know that the 
Prime Minister is very busy, and we have already taken up too 
much of his time, please excuse us.

1. Editor’s Note: ‘King’ here refers to Sisavang Vong, King of 
Laos.

DOCUMENT No. 73

Telegram, Zhou Enlai to Mao Zedong and Others, 
Regarding the Situation at the Twenty-third Restricted 
Session, 19 July 1954

[Source: PRCFMA 206-Y0051. Obtained by CWIHP and 
translated for CWIHP by Gao Bei.]

Chairman Mao, Comrade [Liu] Shaoqi and the Central 
Committee:

���� (GHQ� VHQW� >+DUROG@� &DFFLD� WR� FRPH� DQG� PHHW� ZLWK�
Ambassador [to the Soviet Union] Zheng [Wentian] on 
WKH�PRUQLQJ�RI�WKH���WK��&DFFLD�¿UVW�VDLG�WKDW�KH�ZDQWHG�WR�
establishment of foreign military bases in the three countries -
ticipation of the three countries in a Southeast Asia defense 
ERUGHU�ZLOO�EH�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ�HLWKHU�WKH�DUPLVWLFH�DJUHHPHQW�RU�-
tain delegate [meaning US Under Secretary of State General 
British delegation will not create tension.

(2) At the same time, Eden also met with Comrade 
Molotov and gave the same opinions. Comrade Molotov -
LQJ�WR�VXSSRUW�KLV�>SODQ�WR@�HVWDEOLVK�D�FHDVH¿UH�RQ�WKH���WK��
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ing was adjourned. Neither Comrade Pham Van Dong nor I 
used the texts of the statements we prepared. The meeting 
began tensely but ended in a relaxed mood. We do not neces-
sarily need to put any pressure on the conference since the 
United States made their position clear, Britain and France 
began showing a true spirit of conciliation, and the issue of 
composition has been solved. We will try to fend off [our 
counterparts on] other issues in these two days. If our coun-
terparts are willing to keep making compromises, we believe 
that we can reach the agreement on the 20th.

Zhou Enlai
19 July 1954

DOCUMENT No. 74

Minutes of Conversation between Zhang Wentian and 
[Harold] Caccia, 18 July 1954

[Source: PRCFMA 206-00093-02; P1-5. Obtained by CWIHP 
and translated for CWIHP by Zhao Han.]

Time: 18 July 1954, 12:00 p.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Location: Villa of the Chinese delegation
Chinese Participants: [Ambassador to the Soviet Union 
DQG�9LFH�0LQLVWHU�RI�)RUHLJQ�$IIDLUV@�=KDQJ�:HQWLDQ��+XDQ�
Xiang, Zhang Wenjin (interpreter)
British Participants: [Deputy Under Secretary for Foreign 
$IIDLUV�IRU�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�+DUROG@�&DFFLD��)RUG��LQWHUSUHWHU�

Caccia said that Eden had dispatched him because the day 
before Premier Zhou had mentioned certain issues regarding 
the Southeast Asian pact. Eden had contacted his friends and 
allies, and it could be said now that if the two sides could 
reach an agreement here, then the inclusion of the three 
Indochinese states in the Southeast Asian pact [Vietnam, 

Laos, Cambodia] absolutely would not be mentioned. The 
British side believed that in the resolution to be reached, 
these states would be neutralized so that they would not form 
any alliance with any side. 

Ambassador Zhang then asked the question of foreign 
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groups will be formed. The Chinese delegation can rest reassured 
that the British delegation will never do anything to heat up the 
temperature, and it hopes that the Chinese delegation will adopt 
the same attitude. 

Ambassador Zhang said that the Chinese delegation also 
hopes to see everyone come closer rather than standing divid-
ed, but both sides must be willing to come closer. For example, 
the reason why the demarcation question has dragged on is that 
although the Vietnamese side has conceded to the 16th paral-
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conveyed the message to [Pierre] Mendes-France. 
The French side thinks that France has made con-
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people there are accustomed to local life, and the ques-
tion should be solved there. The other part of the people 
can be transferred north. As to regrouping in the north, 
the question is relatively easy. We suggest that we pro-
tect the resistance force as best we can, and grant them 
all civic rights, but no special political rights. 

		  /DRV� LV� D� ZHDN� FRXQWU\�� ZH� DOO� DJUHH� WKDW� LW� FRXOG� EH�
totally independent. What needs to be avoided now is 
that we should not give Laos and other countries the 
impression that just as a country is acquiring indepen-
dence, people begin to consider dividing it up and mark-
ing out administrative regions with special positions. 
The real independence of Laos should be guaranteed, 
and it should not be threatened either from within or 
IURP�ZLWKRXW��RWKHUZLVH�LW�ZRXOG�KDYH�D�QHJDWLYH�LQÀX-
ence on Asia and on other areas. I hope Your Excellency 
the Premier would pay attention to this. 

Zhou Enlai: I said in a talk with Mr. Mendes-France and Mr. 
Eden in June that there should be a regrouping area for 
the resistance force in Laos. But this is different from the 
situation in Vietnam. In Vietnam, there are two regroup-
LQJ�DUHDV�DQG�WZR�JRYHUQPHQWV��:LWKLQ�D�VSHFL¿F�SHULRG�
they control their respective areas. But the regrouping 
areas in Vietnam are only a provisional solution, and 
WKLV� GRHV� QRW� KDUP� UHXQL¿FDWLRQ��7KH� SURSRVHG� HOHYHQ�
UHJURXSLQJ�SRLQWV�LQ�/DRV�ZLOO�QRW�EULQJ�DERXW�VWDELOLW\��
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ters north of Route 9. If the other side still refuses to accept 
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ed eleven points). With respect to their local admin-
istration, it is their own domestic affairs that should 
be discussed through the local contacts between 
Royal government and resistance force representa-
tives. Mendes-France said that the regrouping points 
could be reduced, but it would become complicated 
if all the troops had to move from the south to the 
north for regrouping since the resistance forces were 
all over the country. Determining certain regrouping 
points in the south may be considered, since most 
people over there have become used to the way of 
their local life, so that it should be solved locally. I 
said that the eleven points for regrouping in Laos 
would not bring peace and stability, and could cause 
VRPH�ORFDO�FRQÀLFWV��7KH�UHVLVWDQFH�IRUFHV�DUH�ORFDO�
troops that should group together, not disperse to 
eleven points. They should be protected. After their 
assembly, they will gradually participate in the life 
of the state under international supervision. Laos is 
different from Vietnam. Its Royal government will be 
responsible for the armed forces so that they will not 
worry. If someone doesn’t want to go to the north, 
the resistance movement and Royal government 
could send representatives to meet and discuss this 
matter. Then Eden asked me whether I oppose one 
regrouping area in the south. I didn’t answer him. 
Lastly, Mendes-France said that our opinions are not 
too far apart and that [we should] let the experts con-
WLQXH�WKHLU�GLVFXVVLRQV��+H�DOVR�DJUHHG�WKDW�WKH�PDLQ�
regrouping areas be in the northwest, and said that 
there still may be a regrouping area in the south. The 
VSHFL¿F�OLPLWV�RI�WKH�DUHDV�FDQ�EH�GHWHUPLQHG�RQ�WKH�
VSRW��$IWHU�WKH�UHJURXSLQJ��WKH�FRPPDQGLQJ�RI¿FHUV�
of the resistance troops can establish contact with the 
local governments in order to cope with all the issues 
after regrouping.

(2)	� After my meeting with Mendes-France and Eden, 
Eden’s assistant, Caccia, who came with Eden, 
stayed and talked to Ambassador [to the Soviet 
Union and Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
PRC] Zhang [Wentian] about the problem of drawing 
WKH�OLQH��&DFFLD�VDLG�WKDW�)UDQFH�GH¿QLWHO\�ZDQWHG�WR�
have Route 9. “If this cannot be not negotiable, we 
DOO� KDYH� WR�EX\�RXU� WUDLQ� WLFNHWV� DQG�JR�KRPH�´�+H�
also demanded to have enough areas north of Route 
�� LQ�RUGHU� WR�VHFXUH� WKH� >)UHQFK� WURRSV¶@� VDIHW\��+H�
suggested that one of the two rivers between Route 
9 and the 18th parallel could be chosen as the line. 
Regarding the election date, he proposed it [be 
held] during 1956. Talking about the military alli-
ance, Caccia described the position of [the United 
Kingdom and British Commonwealth] as the fol-
lowing. If an agreement accepted by all the delega-
tions were reached here and the agreement stipu-
lates that the three countries of Indochina [Vietnam, 

Cambodia, Laos] cannot participate in any military 
pact, Britain thereby believes that the three countries 
are not supposed to be invited [to the Southeast Asian 
military pact]. And Britain itself won’t [invite them]. 
+H�VDLG� WKDW�/DRV�DQG�&DPERGLD�ZRXOG�PDNH� WKHLU�
[own] announcements respectively, saying that they 
will not join any military alliance.

(3)	� The delegations of the Soviet Union, China, and 
9LHWQDP�KDYH�GLVFXVVHG�WKH�¿QDO�SURSRVDO�WKLV�DIWHU-
noon, and have presented it to Britain. The main 
points of the proposal have been telegraphed [to 
Beijing] yesterday.

(4)	� I met [V.K. Krishna] Menon this evening. I told him 
about the proposal that had been presented to Britain. 
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DOCUMENT No. 79

Minutes of Conversation between Zhou Enlai and 
Cambodian Foreign Minister Tep Phan (Summary), 20 
July 1954 [Excerpt]

[Source: PRCFMA 206-Y0008. Obtained by CWIHP and 
translated for CWIHP by Gao Bei.]

Time: 20 July 1954, 11:00 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.
Place: Prime Minister Zhou Enlai’s residence
[Attendees on] the Chinese side: Zhou Enlai, Chen Dingmin 
(interpreter and recorder)
[Attendees on] the Cambodian side: 7HS�3KDQ��>+HDG�RI�
Cambodian military delegation at the Geneva Conference, 
Nhiek] Tioulong, [personal delegate to the King of Cambodia] 
Sam Sary, Thao Lenam.

Zhou Enlai: 
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issue of the means of transportation, [we believe that] all these 
issues can be solved since you have already said that you are 
willing to cooperate.

Regarding internal issues, you should categorize all the 
soldiers in Cambodia taking their wishes into consideration. 
Some of them originally lived there and do not want to leave. 
6RPH�RI�WKHP�DUH�IURP�&RFKLQFKLQD��+RZHYHU��>\RX@�VKRXOG�
not discriminate against them. If some of them hope to stay 
LQ� &DPERGLD�� \RX� VXUHO\� FDQQRW� H[SHO� WKHP�� +RZHYHU�� WKH\�
should obey the Kingdom’s laws. 

Tioulong: Do you mean those elements who joined the 
resistance movement? People who enter Cambodia from 
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+RZHYHU�� LW�FKDQJHG�DIWHU�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�H[FOXGHG�%ULWLVK�
LQÀXHQFH�>IURP�&KLQD@�DIWHU�:RUOG�:DU�,,��

Tep Phan: I understand that.
Zhou Enlai: It is good that you understand it. The time for 

the meeting is approaching. I hope that you can reach an agree-
ment with the Vietnamese delegation regarding these issues at 
the meeting in the afternoon. We will also push the Vietnamese 
side forward so that the meeting can be successful.

Tep Phan: Thank you very much for your help. [Passage 
excised by the Department of Archives of the PRC Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs.]

Zhou Enlai: I am sure that Vietnam does not have any such 
LQWHQWLRQ��&KDLUPDQ�+R�&KL�0LQK�¿UPO\�FODUL¿HG�WKH�SRVLWLRQ�
of Vietnam when I met with him on the Guangxi border this 
WLPH��+H�SURPLVHG�WKDW�9LHWQDP�ZRXOG�QRW�LQYDGH�DQ\�FRXQ-
tries because an invasion is destined to fail. I am telling you 
the truth since we are all relatives.

Tep Phan: Yes. We need to protect our independence 
EHFDXVH� ZH� ZDQW� WR� VXUYLYH�� 2XU� VLWXDWLRQ� LV� YHU\� GLI¿FXOW�
since our neighbors, such as Thailand and Vietnam, are all big 
countries. Since our country is a small country, we have no 
intention of attacking others and only hope that we can sur-
vive. In addition, the religion in which we believe does not 
allow us to attack others.

Zhou Enlai: Your situation is relatively good. The confer-
ence will publish a joint statement to guarantee [the armistice], 
and you have the support of the participants of the Colombo 
Conference [India, Ceylon, Pakistan, Indonesia, Burma]. It is 
much better than [the situation in] Korea.

Tioulong: I understand this. Cambodia will be a new 
country after peace is restored. As in China, all the people 
[of Cambodia] need to make efforts to build up [our coun-
try]. The Chinese and Cambodian people also have a blood 
relationship. For example, I myself have Chinese blood. My 
grandfather is Chinese. You can tell that from my name. My 
[last] name is Tioulong.

Zhou Enlai: Very good.
Tioulong: Our peasants cultivate [crops] and merchants 

do business. We all hope to live in peace. It will make our 
economy develop. We are currently opening up wasteland 
for development.

Zhou Enlai: We all want peace. The Chinese people are 
also conducting peaceful development. 

Tep Phan: The help we get from you can speed up the 
achievement of the agreement, and will therefore help us 
obtain peace and independence. We will need China’s help at 
all different levels in the future.

Zhou Enlai: Yes. We also welcome you to come to visit 
China in the future if you have the chance.

Tep Phan: We would love to. Thank you.
Zhou Enlai: We will even have diplomatic relations in 

the future.
Tep Phan: Yes. (Standing at the door and leaving.)
Tep Phan: We appreciate the Prime Minister’s help. We 

hope that Cambodia will become an independent and free 

country and will peacefully coexist with all its neighbors after 
peace is restored. 

Zhou Enlai: I also hope that the friendship between the 
people of our two countries will be improved.

DOCUMENT No. 80

Telegram, CCP Central Committee to Zhou Enlai, 
Concerning Policies and Measures in the Struggle against 
the United States and Jiang Jieshi after the Geneva 
Conference, 27 July 1954

[Source: PRCFMA 206-00048-11; P1-4. Obtained by CWIHP 
and translated for CWIHP by Chen Zhihong.]

Ambassador Zhang [Wentian], convey to Premier Zhou (top 
secret)

Comrade [Zhou] Enlai:
The Central Committee recently discussed the situation 

related to the Geneva Conference, and it believes that after 
the agreements in Korea and Indochina, the United States is 
unwilling to accept its failure at the Geneva Conference, and 
will inevitably continue to carry out the policy of creating 
international tension for the purpose of further taking over 
PRUH�VSKHUHV�RI�LQÀXHQFH�IURP�%ULWDLQ�DQG�)UDQFH��RI�H[SDQG-
ing military bases for preparing for war, and remaining hostile 
to our Organization of Defense, and of rearming Japan. The 
United States will surely continue to use Taiwan to carry out 
pirate-style robberies of ships from various countries coming 
to our country, and it is likely to expand the sphere of blockade 
of our country to the areas off the Guangdong coast and to the 
Gulf of Tonkin area. Recently the United States and Jiang Jieshi 
have been discussing signing a US-Jiang treaty of defense, and 
the United States has repeatedly increased military aid to the 
Jiang bandits in Taiwan. All of this is worthy of our main atten-
tion. According to public information, it seems as if the United 
States still has some concerns about signing a US-Jiang treaty 
RI�GHIHQVH��DQG�LW�VHHPV�DV�LI�WKH\�KDYH�QRW�PDGH�D�¿QDO�GHFL-
sion. But if the United States and Jiang sign such a treaty, the 
relationship between us and the United States will be tense for 
D�ORQJ�SHULRG��DQG�LW�EHFRPHV�PRUH�GLI¿FXOW�>IRU�WKH�UHODWLRQ-
ship] to turn around. Therefore, the central task of our struggle 
against the United States at present is to break up the US-Jiang 
treaty of defense and the Southeast Asian treaty of defense.

We believe that after the victorious conclusion of the war of 
liberation on our mainland and the victorious armistice of the 
Korean War, now we are still facing another war, that is, the 
war against the Jiang Jieshi bandit bloc in Taiwan. Now we are 
still facing a task, that is, the task of liberating Taiwan. After 
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try in a timely manner (we were late by about six months). We 
failed to take necessary measures and make effective efforts in 
military affairs, on the diplomatic front, and also in our propa-
ganda to serve this task. If we do not highlight this task now, 
and if we do not work for it [in the future], we are committing a 
serious political mistake. The introduction of the task is not just 
for the purpose of undermining the American-Jiang plot to sign 
D�PLOLWDU\�WUHDW\��UDWKHU��DQG�PRUH�LPSRUWDQWO\��E\�KLJKOLJKWLQJ�
the task we mean to raise the political consciousness and politi-
FDO� DOHUWQHVV�RI� WKH�SHRSOH�RI� WKH�ZKROH� FRXQWU\��ZH�PHDQ� WR�
stir up our people’s revolutionary enthusiasm, thus promoting 
our nation’s socialist reconstruction. In addition, we can use this 
VWUXJJOH�WR�HQKDQFH�RXU�IXO¿OOLQJ�RI�WKH�WDVN�RI�QDWLRQDO�GHIHQVH��
and learn how to carry out maritime struggle. 

Toward this issue the Central Committee has adopted the 
following measures:

���	� ,Q�WKH�SROLWLFDO�¿HOG��D�SURSDJDQGD�FDPSDLJQ�HPSKD-
sizing that we must liberate Taiwan and exposing 
the Americans and Jiang has already begun at home. 
We are also prepared to issue a open statement about 
the Taiwan issue in the name of the foreign minister 
after your return to Beijing, which will be followed 
by a joint statement by the representatives of vari-
ous parties. Then, in accordance with the two state-
ments, broad, profound, and prolonged propaganda 
and education will be carried out among the people 
of the whole country. In addition, we are organizing 
EURDGFDVW�VSHFL¿FDOO\�DLPHG�DW�7DLZDQ�

���	� ,Q� WKH� PLOLWDU\� ¿HOG�� WKH� 0LOLWDU\� &RPPLVVLRQ� KDV�
already issued a special instruction for enhancing 
naval and air operations against the Jiang bandits 
in coastal areas. In the meantime, it is strictly regu-
lated that the operation targets of our navy and air 
force should be restricted to Jiang Jieshi’s military 
planes and vessels, and, toward American planes and 
warships, unless under the circumstance that they 
attack our troops, they are not permitted to take the 
initiative for attacks. The shooting down of a British 
transporter close to Yulin on 23 July was a mistake 
that is completely possible to be avoided. Apart from 
taking diplomatic measures to manage this, we also 
should use this accident to carry out serious educa-
tion among our troops.

(3)	� Considering that our struggles against the Americans 
and Jiang in the coastal area will be a matter of a 
very long period, and that our troops lack the capac-
ity and experience for maritime struggles, it should 
become a long-range task to enhance the construction 
of our navy and air force. Our navy should follow a 
SROLF\�RI�¿UVW�FRQVWUXFWLQJ�ERDWV�DQG�WKHQ�FRQVWUXFW-
ing ships, and our air force should learn to carry out 

operations over the sea. In order to meet the needs 
of the struggle at the present time with urgency, we 
plan to increase orders for naval and air force equip-
ment from the Soviet Union in the next three years. 
The Military Commission has put forward an order 
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he documents printed below, while only fragments 
of a more substantial record of the 1954 Geneva 
Conference, offer partial illumination of the degree 

of co-ordination between the communist participants, of their 
negotiating tactics, and of the posture adopted by Soviet for-
eign minister and delegation chief Vyacheslav M. Molotov in 
his discussions with his French and British counterparts Pierre 
Mendes-France and Anthony Eden.1

The two key issues at the conference concerning Indochina 
were the temporary line of demarcation to be drawn in Vietnam, 
and the timing of the elections which were to unify Vietnam. 
Molotov was aware that the Chinese, participants at the con-
ference with security interests of their own, had held internal 



Inside China’s Cold War

86

DOCUMENT No. 1

From the Journal of [Soviet Foreign Minister Vyacheslav 
M.] Molotov: Secret Memorandum of Conversation 
between Molotov and PRC Ambassador [to the Soviet 
Union] Zhang Wentian, 6 March 19541

[Source: AVPRF f. 6, op. 13a, d. 25, ll. 7. Obtained by Paul 
Wingrove and translated for CWIHP by Gary Goldberg.]

35&� (PEDVV\� &RXQVHOORU� +H� %DR�;LDQ� DQG� >6RYLHW�
Foreign Ministry Collegium Member Nikolai T.] Fedorenko 
were present.

Zhang Wentian says that Cdes. [CCP CC Vice Chairman] 
Liu Shaoqi, [PRC Premier and Foreign Minister] Zhou Enlai, 
[PRC Vice-Chairman] Zhu De, and other CCP CC members 
have requested that their greetings be passed to Cde. Molotov.

Molotov thanks them.

Zhang Wentian reports that the PRC government and the 
Chinese people, noting the considerable success of the Soviet 
delegation at the Berlin Conference, support the decision 
adopted about convening the Geneva Conference.

+H�VD\V�WKDW��DOWKRXJK�WKH�$PHULFDQV�ZLOO�WU\�WR�ZUHFN�WKH�
Geneva Conference, the representatives of the democratic 
camp will try to make full use of the conference in order to 
lessen international tensions.

+H�VWUHVVHV�WKDW�WKH�35&�LV�LQWHQW�RQ�WDNLQJ�DQ�DFWLYH�SDUW�
in the Geneva Conference and thinks that if no great successes 
are achieved at it, then any success here will be important since 
a path for active participation in international affairs is being 
opened for the PRC.

Molotov expresses approval of the PRC’s intention to take 
an active part in the Geneva Conference.

Zhang Wentian says that in connection with the Geneva 
Conference, Nam Il, the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea minister of foreign affairs, arrived in Beijing on 5 March 
at the invitation of the PRC government.
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Vietnamese delegation.

Molotov says that this issue ought to be carefully 
considered.

Zhang Wentian explores the possibility of a discussion of 
other issues at the Geneva Conference such as, for example, 
the issues of Taiwan, the [re]armament of Japan, the US mili-
tary agreement with Pakistan, and others.

Molotov says that the possibility of a discussion of these 
issues ought to be studied but it seems to him that such a pos-
sibility is by no means precluded.

Zhang Wentian reports that, bearing in mind the agreement 
of the four [foreign] ministers in Berlin,3 Zhou Enlai is prepar-
ing for a trip to Geneva to take part in the conference, consid-
ering that the representative of the Soviet Union will be Cde. 
Molotov.

Molotov acknowledges the agreement in Berlin on this 
issue and adds that possibly the ministers will not participate 
in the conference to the end since it will be protracted. 

Zhang Wentian explains the advisability of the PRC, DPRK, 
and Vietnamese delegations coming to Moscow for several 
days in the middle of April (between the 10th and the 20th) to 
coordinate their positions at the Geneva Conference.

Molotov says that such a meeting would be necessary and 
useful for the matter.

+H�H[SUHVVHV�FRQ¿GHQFH�WKDW�WKH�&KLQHVH�DQG�.RUHDQ�FRP-
rades are prepared to discuss the Korean issue in a suitable 
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chairmen of the Geneva Conference, it would be desirable for 
him to know the opinion of the other representatives about a day 
acceptable to everyone to convene the Conference of Ministers 
DQG�DOVR�WR�¿QG�RXW�WKH�ZLVKHV�RI�WKH�PLQLVWHUV�ZLWK�UHVSHFW�WR�
the method for the further work of the Conference. Molotov 
adds that it is possible that private conversations might turn 
out to be useful at this stage of the conference. Molotov asks 
what day would be convenient for the Prime Minister.

Mendes-France replies that the chairmen set the nearest 
date for the Conference of Ministers, and that he is ready for 
the opening of the conference on any following day. Mendes-
France says that, in his opinion, at the present stage of the talks 
XQRI¿FLDO�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�DQG�SHUVRQDO�FRQWDFW�EHWZHHQ�WKH�UHS-



Inside China’s Cold War90ally submitting new proposals according to which the line of 
demarcation is to move back about 40 kilometers to the north. 
���R�Z�H�Y�H�U���W�K�L�V���S�U�R�S�R�V�D�O���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�O�\���F�K�D�Q�J�H���W�K�H���V�L�W�X
ation. Mendes-France notes that this cannot be about trade but 
�D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���Q�H�H�G���W�R���¿�Q�G���R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H���V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�V��

Mendes-France says that he agrees with the accurate com
ment by Molotov about there being regions in the south of �9�L�H�W�Q�D�P���Z�K�L�F�K���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���X�Q�G�H�U���'�5�9���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H���I�R�U���D���O�R�Q�J���W�L�P�H����
���R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����V�D�\�V���W�K�H���S�U�L�P�H���P�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�����W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���D�O�V�R���U�H�J�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���W�K�H��
north which are controlled by French authorities at the present 
time. Mendes-France adds that at the beginning of the discus
sion of these issues at the meeting of the representatives of nine 
countries Pham Van Dong advanced certain principles according 
to which regrouping zones were to be determined. The French 
�G�H�O�H�J�D�W�L�R�Q���O�L�V�W�H�Q�H�G���Z�L�W�K���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���D�Q�G���V�X�E�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���W�R���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���S�U�L�Q
ciples, and if the determination of the line is to be based on these 
principles then the 18th parallel is the most reasonable line of 
demarcation. Mendes-France adds that it would be desirable at 
the same time to create homogeneous zones.

Molotov notes that the prime minister’s idea about the cre-
ation of homogenous zones is undoubtedly the correct idea and 
it is shared by many conference participants. Molotov adds 
that up to now the military representatives had dealt more with 
�J�H�Q�H�U�D�O���L�V�V�X�H�V���D�Q�G���O�H�V�V���Z�L�W�K���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���L�V�V�X�H�V�����L�Q���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���L�V�V�X�H�V��
relating to the central part of Vietnam. Molotov says that he 
has found out that French military representatives are attach-
ing special importance to Route 9, which connects Laos with 
Vietnam. Molotov says that it is not completely clear to him 
why such great importance is attached to this road. But if it 
plays an important role then it is possible to talk about its use 
separately. Molotov adds that the arrival of the prime minister 
in Geneva will provide an opportunity to discuss these issues 
�P�R�U�H���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�D�O�O�\����

Mendes-France says that at the beginning of the talks the 
discussion was not about Route 9 since according to French 
proposals this road ought to be in the southern zone, that is, in 
the zone of the French authorities. This road passes somewhere 
along the 16th parallel. But if the DRV delegation expresses a 
desire to use this road in the future then the French delegation 
does not object to talking about this in particular and coming 
to an agreement about granting the DRV the opportunity to use 
this road. Mendes-France repeats that the French delegation 
holds to its position about the 18th parallel.

Molotov says that the prime minister obviously knows 
well that Pham Van Dong, the head of the DRV delegation, 
has already expressed his ideas about a line of demarcation 
between the 14th and 16th parallels and that the DRV delega-
tion is steadfastly maintaining this position. Thus the question 
�U�L�J�K�W�� �Q�R�Z�� �L�V�� �R�Q�H�� �R�I�� �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�� �L�V�V�X�H�V�� �F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G��
with the determination of the line of demarcation. These are 
issues of both a technical and political nature. As everyone 

knows, Molotov continues, much attention has been devoted 
to military issues recently. But political issues have almost not 
been discussed [at all] although these issues also have great 
importance. They ought to be discussed, and solutions for 
them ought to be found.

Mendes-France says that the political problems undoubt-
edly exist in connection with the fact that the French delega-
tion is trying to prepare a general statement about political 
issues which ought to be acceptable to all the participants of 
the Geneva Conference.

Molotov says that obviously the time has now come when it 
�L�V���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\���W�R���S�U�H�S�D�U�H���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�V���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�L�O�O���E�H���D�F�F�H�S�W-
able both to the two directly-interested parties as well as to all 
the participants of the Geneva Conference. 

Molotov further adds that, taking advantage of Mendes-
France’s presence in Geneva, he would like to exchange opin-
ions with him not only about the problems affecting Asia, but 
Europe, too.

Mendes-France says that this would please him very much. 
�+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �D�V�� �0�H�Q�G�H�V���)�U�D�Q�F�H�� �V�D�\�V���� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �V�D�P�H�� �W�L�P�H�� �L�W�� �Q�H�H�G�V��
to be borne in mind that he is, so to speak, a novice in French 
foreign affairs and that he is not familiar with all the problems. 
�+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����K�H�����0�H�Q�G�H�V���)�U�D�Q�F�H�����Z�L�O�O���E�H���H�[�W�U�H�P�H�O�\���K�D�S�S�\���W�R���K�H�D�U��
out Mr. Molotov and he will report this to his government. 
Mendes-France says that such a conversation would be useful.

Molotov says that with respect to the Geneva Conference 
the Soviet delegation understands its task to be the promotion 
of the adoption of equitable solutions which are in accord with 
the vital interests of the peoples of Indochina and the achieve-
ment of honorable and fair conditions from the French point 
of view. The participation of the Soviet delegation will be in 
accord with the achievement of such solutions. Molotov adds 
that the Soviet delegation will act in the direction of establish-
ing cooperation with the French delegation in the matter of 
achieving favorable results.

Molotov stresses that the position of Mendes-France, the 
prime minister of France, impresses the Soviet delegation. This 
position, which is directed at establishing peace in Indochina, 
will facilitate the strengthening of peace in the entire world.

Mendes-France thanks Molotov and says that the French 
delegation will act in this same spirit.

Molotov asks at what time Mendes-France will meet with 
Pham Van Dong.

Mendes-France replies that the meeting will be held tomor-
row, but [that] the time has not yet been set. Mendes-France 
adds that a short time remains to reach an agreement.
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Molotov notes that time ought to be valued.

In conclusion Mendes-France thanks Molotov for the cor-
dial reception and asks Molotov’s permission to display initia-
tive in organizing another meeting with him.

Molotov says that he is ready to meet with Mendes-France 
at any time. 

Present from the Soviet delegation were V. V. Kuznetsov 
DQG� 6�� $�� 9LQRJUDGRY�� IURP� WKH� )UHQFK� GHOHJDWLRQ�� >-HDQ@�
Chauvel and [de la Tournelle].

Recorded by /signature/
K. Starikov

DOCUMENT No. 4

From the Journal of Molotov: Secret Memorandum 
of Conversation at Dinner in Honor of French Prime 
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Mendes-France, 
15 July 1954, 8:30 p.m. 1

[Source: AVPRF f. 06, op. 13a, d. 25, ll. 8. Obtained by Paul 
Wingrove and translated for CWIHP by Gary Goldberg.]

Molotov asks whether Mendes-France received the chang-
es and additions that the Soviet delegation made to the draft 
declaration drawn up by the French delegation.

Mendes-France says that right now the French delegation is 
familiarizing itself with the changes made by the Soviet dele-
gation and that apparently it will accordingly send its amended 
draft tomorrow. The draft of the Soviet delegation can serve as 
a basis, although a number of issues still [handwritten: need 
discussion]. It can already be said now that the changes by 
the Soviet delegation are essentially based on the principle 
of an equal approach to the situation in Vietnam, Laos, and 
Cambodia, whereas the situation in these countries is different 
and requires a different approach.

Molotov notes that basic principles are described in the 
beginning and then the particulars of the situation in each 
country are examined in the draft sent to Mendes-France by 
the Soviet delegation. 

Mendes-France suggest discussing the issue of elections 
and their timing. If a very close date is chosen to hold elections 
then it can turn out that the elections will be held in a situa-
tion when all the necessary conditions have not yet been estab-
lished and they will not lead to a genuine solution of the issue 
RI�WKH�XQL¿FDWLRQ�RI�9LHWQDP��,I��KRZHYHU��D�GDWH�LV�HVWDEOLVKHG�

which is too distant this could cause legitimate discontent on 
the part of the population of Vietnam. Therefore it would be 
EHWWHU�WR�GH¿QH�WKH�PDLQ�SULQFLSOHV�DW�WKH�*HQHYD�&RQIHUHQFH�
on which an exact date for the elections would be set.

Molotov notes that the Soviet delegation draft does not 
envision the setting of an exact date for the elections but iden-
WL¿HV�D�WLPH�OLPLW�GXULQJ�ZKLFK�WKHVH�HOHFWLRQV�DUH�WR�EH�KHOG��

Mendes-France says that is one and the same thing, for 
a time limit is for practical purposes usually a [one illegible 
word handwritten above] date. The decision of the Geneva 
Conference could indicate that the elections ought not be 
delayed without special reason and determine which bodies 
ought to be established, under what kind of monitoring the 
elections are to be held, and what conditions are needed for 
there to be a possibility of establishing this date.

Molotov says that time for the elections ought to be clear-
ly established in the Geneva Conference declaration. With 
9LHWQDP�GLYLGHG�LQWR�WZR�SDUWV��>LWV@�SHRSOH�ZLOO�H[SHFW�D�GH¿-
QLWH�DQVZHU� WR� WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI� WKH�FRXQWU\¶V�XQL¿FDWLRQ� IURP�
the Geneva Conference.

Mendes-France
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to discuss in such tripartite meetings.

Mendes-France says that [Translator’s note: An arrow indi-
cates that Mendes-France’s paragraph above is to be inserted 
at this point]. All issues concerning the establishment of peace 
in Vietnam ought to be discussed at such tripartite meetings. 
7KLV�ZRXOG�SURYLGH�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\� WR�PRUH�HDVLO\�¿QG�FRP-
promise solutions, make concessions on individual issues by 
compensating on others, etc. 
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made a great step forward in trying to reach an agreement. One 
cannot fail to take into account that it was hard for the DRV to 
give up its own longtime region and to do this required great 
force of conviction. 

Mendes-France replied says that if it is hard for the DRV to 
give up its own region in central Vietnam then it might have 
kept this region for itself on condition of appropriate compen-
sation for France in the north. Another solution is, of course, 
possible: both sides remain in their places, but such solution 
might undermine the principle of an exchange of territory. 
+H� DJDLQ� UHSHDWHG� WKDW� WKH� )UHQFK� JRYHUQPHQW� ZRXOG� QHYHU�
DSSURYH�D�FRQFHVVLRQ�RQ�+XH�DQG�5RXWH���

Molotov said that, in making a concession from the 13th to 
the 16th parallels, the DRV naturally ought to stop at such a 
line where there would be appropriate territorial compensation 
from the French side. As regards the use of Route 9, then an 
agreement might be found which is more in keeping with the 
interests of both sides. 

Mendes-France repeated that he considers the concession 
of the delta as such compensation.

Molotov says that the concession of the delta, including 
+DQRL�DQG�+DLSKRQJ��LV�WLHG�QRW�RQO\�WR�WKH�LVVXH�RI�WKH�FRQ-
cession from the 13th to 16th parallels but is in keeping with 
the DRV concession of south Vietnam and also the conces-
sions on a number of other issues. If it were possible to come 
to an agreement about the French giving up the delta, includ-
LQJ�+DQRL�DQG�+DLSKRQJ��WKHQ�LQ�WKH�VSLULW�RI�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�
LW�ZRXOG�DOVR�EH�ZRUWK�¿QGLQJ�D�VROXWLRQ�IRU�FHQWUDO�9LHWQDP��

Mendes-France again repeated that he views giving up the 
delta as a very important concession which is not compensated 
by all the concessions made by the DRV in the southern part of 
Vietnam, and right now he does not see any concessions which 
the DRV might make in exchange for the French giving up 
+XH�DQG�5RXWH��.

Molotov says that he is ready to explain the point of view of 
Pham Van Dong about this issue again.

Mendes-France repeats that he cannot envision such a solu-
tion to the issue which would mean the French would give up 
+XH� DQG�5RXWH���� ,W�ZRXOG�EH� HDVLHU� IRU� KLP� WR�JLYH�XS� WKH�
region between the 16th and the 13th or 14th parallels to the 
DRV for suitable compensation in the north, for this would 
at least agree with the status quo in this region. If Pham Van 
Dong agrees to locate the line of demarcation at the 18th par-
DOOHO�� WKHQ�0HQGHV�)UDQFH� FRXOG�¿QG� FRPSHQVDWLRQ�RQ�RWKHU�
issues regarding a peaceful settlement in Vietnam.

Molotov says that he is ready meet with Mendes-France 
and Eden tomorrow, but if Mendes-France has questions right 

now, he can discuss them right now, [handwritten: that he can 
explain the point of view of Pham Van Dong about this issue 
again].

Mendes-France says that he would like [one handwrit-
ten word illegible] to discuss the issue of monitoring, but the 
French delegation has still not prepared its draft proposals. 
The work on this draft is proceeding well, and it is hoped that 
[handwritten: the draft] might be sent to the Soviet delegation 
tomorrow. 

Molotov says that in the French draft declaration there is a 
UHIHUHQFH� WR� D� FHDVH�¿UH� DJUHHPHQW�� KRZHYHU� WKH�6RYLHW� GHO-
egation has not yet received the draft of such an agreement.

Mendes-France says that the French delegation is working 
on a number of documents right now which it would submit to 
the other delegations for discussion in the near future. It is pos-
sible that not all the documents will be agreed upon and adopt-
HG�E\����-XO\��,W�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�D�FHDVH�¿UH�DJUHHPHQW�EDVHG�
on an agreement in principle about the most important remain-
ing issues be concluded by 19 or 20 July. The other documents 
PLJKW�EH�¿QLVKHG�DIWHU����RU����-XO\��At this point he repeated 
WKDW�VXFK�D�GHDGOLQH�KDG�EHHQ�VHW�E\�3DUOLDPHQW��KH�ZRXOG�QRW�
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DOCUMENT No. 5

From the Journal of Molotov: Secret Memorandum of 
Conversation with Zhou Enlai and Pham Van Dong, 16 
July 1954

[Source: AVPRF f. 06, op. 13a, d. 25, ll. 8. Obtained by Paul 
Wingrove and translated for CWIHP by Gary Goldberg.]

Molotov
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Molotov then asks what questions Pham Van Dong intends 
to discuss during today’s meeting with Mendes-France.

Pham Van Dong says he prefers to touch on the main issues 
about Indochina, primarily the questions about the elections 
and the line of demarcation. Pham Van Dong added that he 
ZLOO� LQVLVW� RQ� VHWWLQJ� GH¿QLWH� WLPHV� IRU� KROGLQJ� HOHFWLRQV� LQ�
accordance with the exchange of opinions between us and also 
on locating the line of demarcation at the 16th parallel.

Zhou Enlai says that we will probably be able to reach 
agreement on the issues mentioned above in the next few days 
but one more very important issue remains which ought not be 
overlooked. This is the issue of the creation of an American 
military bloc in Southeast Asia. Zhou Enlai stresses that there 
is reason to suspect that the US, Britain, and France have in 
principle achieved some sort of agreement among themselves 
about this question. If the Americans manage to draw Bao 
Dai’s Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia into a military bloc then 
the agreement we have drafted about prohibiting the creation 
of foreign military bases on the territory of the states men-
tioned would lose the importance which we attach to it. Zhou 
Enlai added that in a conversation with Nehru in India and in a 
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DOCUMENT No. 6

From the Journal of Molotov: Top Secret Memorandum 
of Conversation with Zhou Enlai and Pham Van Dong, 17 
July 1954, 3:30 p.m.

[Source: AVPRF f. 06, op. 13a, d. 25, l. 8. Obtained by Paul 
Wingrove and translated for CWIHP by Gary Goldberg.]

Molotov asks Pham Van Dong about his conversations with 
[British Foreign Minister Anthony] Eden and the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of Cambodia [Tep Phan].

Pham Van Dong says that in conversations with Eden and 
the representative of Cambodia he had mainly touched on for-
eign military bases in Bao Dai Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia 
and the issues of a military bloc in Southeast Asia. Both Eden 
and the minister of foreign affairs of Cambodia declared that 
the US supposedly did not intend to create military bases on 
WKH�WHUULWRU\�RI�WKHVH�VWDWHV��IRU�WKHLU�SDUW��WKH�JRYHUQPHQWV�RI�
these countries also did not want foreign military bases to be 
created on their territory. In reply to a question about the possi-
bility of the Americans involving Bao Dai Vietnam, Laos, and 
Cambodia in the military bloc they are planning in Southeast 
Asia, Eden and the representative of Cambodia replied that 
they did not give the Americans their agreement to this and 
did not intend to do this in the future. They added that it was 
another matter if the three “Associated States” were subject-
ed to aggression. Regarding the creation of a military bloc in 
Southeast Asia Eden said that the US has been acting in this 
direction for a long time and that nothing new was added to this 
in Paris. Eden added that the aforementioned bloc being cre-
ated by the Americans was supposedly of a defensive nature.

Pham Van Dong said that he had taken a sharply critical 
position with respect to the creation of foreign military bases in 
Bao Dai Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia, and also with respect 
to the creation of military blocs in Southeast Asia in this con-
versation with Eden and the representative of Cambodia. 

Zhou Enlai says that in the new version of the draft decla-
UDWLRQ�MXVW�UHFHLYHG�IURP�WKH�)UHQFK��MXVW�OLNH�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�YHU-
sion, there is no provision prohibiting the creation of foreign 
military bases on the territory of Vietnam, Laos, or Cambodia 
and that this provision is also not in the draft documents about 
Laos and Cambodia.
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It seems to me, continues Molotov, that, in stressing the 
importance of the issues regarding Laos and Cambodia, [we] 
DOVR�RXJKW�QRW�IRUJHW�DERXW�>WKRVH@�RI�¿UVW�LPSRUWDQFH��ZKLFK�
are the Vietnamese issues.

Eden agrees with this, but says that from the point of view 
of the Western delegations there is a difference between Laos 
and Cambodia on the one hand and the issue of Vietnam on the 
other, since, in the opinion of the Western delegations, there 



Cold War International History Project Bulletin, Issue 16

101

Molotov says that in yesterday’s conversation with him, 
Molotov, Smith mentioned his, Smith’s, or Dulles’ possible 
UHWXUQ�WR�*HQHYD��EXW�WKLV�ZDV�VDLG�YHU\�LQGH¿QLWHO\�

Molotov asks Eden what, in his opinion, are the primary 
GLI¿FXOWLHV�ZLWK�ZKLFK�WKH�*HQHYD�&RQIHUHQFH�LV�VWLOO�IDFHG�

Eden replies that it is hard for him to answer this question 
DQG�WKDW�DOO�WKH�H[LVWLWࡄ�OVW�ُO੖WDOOɌWKHVɌOW੖ୋDWWLO�WKHL�HE\�



Inside China’s Cold War

102

importance to this question. Now, however, he seems to be 
holding to the opposite point of view. As regards the Soviet 
delegation, it is agreeable not to exaggerate the importance of 
this question. 

Eden says that the question of monitoring still has great 
importance but its resolution might be made easier thanks to 
the improvement of relations between the sides.

Eden notes that much work has to be invested in the matter 
of coordinating the decisions of the Geneva Conference both 
regarding Vietnam as well as Laos and Cambodia.

Molotov says that the French have not displayed special 
initiative in solving these issues. It was possibly explained by 
WKH�GRPHVWLF�SROLWLFDO�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�)UDQFH��+H��0RORWRY��KRSHV�
that the matter will now proceed more quickly.

Eden notes that French governments are different [than other 
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WKH�SUHVHQW�WLPH�D�VRXUFH�RI�PLOLWDU\�FRQÀLFW�H[LVWV�LQ�RQO\�RQH�
SODFH��7DLZDQ��ZLWK�86�JRYHUQPHQW�DLG��WKH�-LDQJ�-LHVKL�FOLTXH�
is committing outrages at sea, raiding Chinese territory, and 
HVVHQWLDOO\�FRPPLWWLQJ�KRVWLOH�DFWV�DJDLQVW�&KLQD�

To strengthen the defense of the Chinese coastline. The navy 
and air force will need to be strengthened to do this. The 
Chinese Armed Forces must be ready at any moment to halt a 
YLRODWLRQ�RI�WKH�PDULWLPH�RU�DLU�ERXQGDULHV�RI�&KLQD�

To achieve the failure of the organization of an aggressive bloc 
in Southeast Asia. To do this means tearing their allies away 
from the US and exacerbating of the differences between the 
US and other capitalist countries. 

Cde. G. M. Malenkov replies that he heard the ideas of Zhou 
Enlai with pleasure and says that questions about measures 
connected with the international situation are examined 
and decided in the CPSU CC. Cde. Zhou Enlai’s statements 
deserve great attention. The goal of disrupting the conclusion 
of a pact between the US and Jiang Jieshi is correct. The ques-
tion of Taiwan is undoubtedly a critically important problem 
IRU�&KLQD��+H�DJUHHV�ZLWK�=KRX�(QODL¶V�FRPPHQW�WKDW�WKH�JRDO�
of achieving an exacerbation of the differences between the 
US and other bourgeois countries is important.

Cde. Zhou Enlai informs [Malenkov] of the conversations with 
the Indonesian ambassadors in Delhi, Rangoon, and Beijing: 
they invited him to visit Indonesia. Zhou Enlai could not avail 
himself of this invitation since he was soon to return to the 
Geneva Conference. During Zhou Enlai’s stay in Geneva, 
the Indonesian minister of foreign affairs, who was in the 
Netherlands, sent the Indonesian ambassador in Paris to Zhou 
and repeated the invitation to visit Indonesia. It has become 
clear from conversations with Indonesian ambassadors that 
the time has come for a decision to conclude a non-aggression 
pact with China. Zhou Enlai proposed that a draft of this pact 
be developed in Beijing by the Chinese Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs together with the Indonesian ambassador in order for 
it to be possible to sign it during Zhou Enlai’s visit to Jakarta. 
Zhou Enlai is supposed to visit Indonesia in August.

&GH��*��0��0DOHQNRY�ZLVKHV�KLP�VXFFHVV��+H�DJUHHV�ZLWK�=KRX�
Enlai’s comment about Indonesia and says that the inclusion of 
Indonesia in the American bloc being forged in Southeast Asia 
FDQQRW�EH�SHUPLWWHG��+H� WDONV�EULHÀ\�DERXW�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�ZLWK�
[Chairman of the All-India Peace Council Dr. Saifuddin] Kitchlu 
and Subandrio, the Indonesian ambassador to the USSR, noting 
in this context that India, and, to a certain degree, Indonesia are 
JUDYLWDWLQJ�WRZDUG�D�UDSSURFKHPHQW�ZLWK�WKH�35&�DQG�8665��+H�
stresses that the conclusion of a Sino-Indian agreement is a quite 
successful step by the PRC government. The principles on which 
this agreement is based are being propagandized in the Soviet 
press in every possible way.

Cde. Zhou Enlai informs [Malenkov] of a conversation with V.K. 
Krishna Menon, the Indian [permanent] representative to the 
UN, about the issue of Korea. Menon suggested that elections be 
held separately in North and South Korea, after which a national 
.RUHDQ�ERG\�ZRXOG�EH�IRUPHG��0HQRQ�WULHG�WR�DOVR�¿QG�RXW�ZKDW�
the Chinese reaction would be if the United Nations expressed 
a desire to convene a Geneva conference again to discuss the 
.RUHDQ�LVVXH��+H��=KRX�(QODL��UHSOLHG�WR�0HQRQ�WKDW�&KLQD�ZRXOG�
support the idea of convening a Geneva Conference in order to 
FRQWLQXH�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�WKH�.RUHDQ�LVVXH��+H�WKLQNV�WKDW��LI�D�
Geneva conference were convened again, its membership would 
have to be expanded, inviting India to participate in it.

Cde. G. M. Malenkov says that Menon also raised this ques-
tion with Cde. Molotov.

Zhou Enlai says that in connection with the intention of the 
PRC government to accelerate the strengthening of coastal 
defense it will evidently have to reexamine existing plans to 
develop the navy and air force. Zhou Enlai plans to immedi-
ately deal with this question on return to Beijing.

Cde. G. M. Malenkov notes that strengthening the defense of the 
Chinese coast, the navy, and the air force is an important goal.

Referring to the fact that the Soviet military comrades recom-
mend that a long-range heavy bomber division (of TU-4s) be 
created in China, Cde. Zhou Enlai says that, in the opinion of 
the Chinese military, these aircraft are obsolete and it is desir-
able for a division of long-range aircraft to be equipped with 
jet technology.

Cde. G. M. Malenkov replies that the Soviet military comrades 
will look into this issue.

Cde. Zhou Enlai asks whether the PRC government might 
expect the arrival of a government delegation of senior Soviet 
FRPUDGHV� LQ�%HLMLQJ� WR� FHOHEUDWH� WKH�¿IWK� DQQLYHUVDU\� RI� WKH�
Chinese People’s Republic. If such a delegation can be sent 
WKHQ�WKH�35&�JRYHUQPHQW�ZLOO�VHQG�DQ�RI¿FLDO�LQYLWDWLRQ�

Cde. G. M. Malenkov replies that, of course, a delegation will 
EH�VHQW��WKH�&368�&&�ZLOO�GHWHUPLQH�WKH�FRPSRVLWLRQ�RI�VXFK�
a delegation.

Cde. G. M. Malenkov asks that greetings be sent to Mao Zedong, 
Liu Shaoqi, Zhu De, and the other comrades in the CCP CC.

Recorded by M. Kapitsa
Authenticated by: [illegible signature]

Distributed to members
of the CPSU CC Presidium
12 August 1954

to Cde. V. M. Molotov






