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hese Chinese documents, translated below as the

result of an agreement between the Foreign Ministry

Archive of the People’s Republic of China (PRC)
DQG WKH &R0G =DU ,QWHUQDILRQDO +LWWRU\ 3URWHFI & = ,+3
at the Woodrow Wilson Center, are of major importance for
IZR EDVLF UHDVRQV LUV TROORZLQJ WKH IRUPDO GHFODVVL¢FD-
ILRQ RI' &KLQDIV GLSORPDILF GRFXPHQIV D ¢UVIl LQ WKH KLVIRU\
of the People’s Republic, the records are being made avail-
able to scholars and students. Secondly, they shed new light
on the causes, proceedings, and results of the 1954 Geneva
Conference, especially on Beijing’s policies as well as the
considerations underlying them.

Since the late 1980s and early 1990s, along with the pro-
cess of China’s “reform and opening to the outside world,”
scholars of Chinese Cold War history have gained new access
IR VRXUFH PDIHULDOV XQDYDLODE(H LQ WKH SDW +RZHYHU XQIL0
recently, the PRC’s diplomatic archives remained closed to
researchers. In many cases, scholars working on the Chinese
H[SHULHQFH RI WKH &R0G =DU KDG R UHO\ XSRQ RI¢FLDOON RU
VHPL RI¢FLDOON SXEOLVKHG GRFXPHQIDUN FROOHFILRQV ~ 7KHVH

that government documents, including diplomatic papers,
VKRX0G XQGHU QRUPDO FLUFXPWIDQFHV EH GHFODVVL¢HG DIWHU WKLU-
ty years. In 2003-2004, the Department of Archives of the
Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs started the formal process
RI' GHFODVVLINLQJ IIKH GRFXPHQIV LQ LIV KRIGLQJV 7KH ¢ UW JURXS
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ence at the Geneva Conference, revealing some key aspects of
Beijing’s decision-making and policy implementation before
and during the conference. The documents indicate that, from
a Chinese perspective, the conference provided the PRC with a
valuable opportunity to appear at a major international forum.
Mao Zedong and Zhou Enlai in particular paid special atten-
tion to using the conference to announce that the “new China”
had emerged as an important actor and prestigious force in
international affairs. Zhou Enlai thus repeatedly emphasized
internally that Beijing had to do everything possible to make
the Geneva Conference a success.

The Chinese documents also show that the alliance rela-
tionship between China and the Soviet Union was quite inti-
mate in 1954. Indeed, the Chinese experience at the Geneva
FRQIHUHQFH ZDV ¢ UVil DQG IRUHPRVI FKDUDFIHULTHG EN\ KLIK OHYHO
cooperation and mutual support between Beijing and Moscow.
It was Moscow that used the Berlin Foreign Ministers” meeting
VHYHUDO PRQIKV EHIRUH R SURSRVH KD &KLQD VKRX0G DINHQG2
DV D FHQIUDO SDUILFLSDQWZ WKH FRQIHUHQFH RQ KRZ IR FRQFOXGH
the Korean War and the First Indochina War. Prior to the
conference, the Soviet leaders provided the Chinese with all
kinds of advice, assisting Beijing’s leaders to be ready for the
PRC’s debut at a major international gathering. The Soviet and
Chinese leaders also conducted extensive discussions on how
to coordinate their strategies at the conference, which resulted
in a joint Chinese-Soviet strategy, especially toward the settle-
ment of the Indochina issue.

During the conference, when the discussions on settling
the Indochina issue nearly deadlocked largely because of the
Viet Minh’s unyielding attitudes toward such issues as zones
RI IURRS FRQFHQIUDILRQ KDQGILQJ IIKH FRQALFIV LQ SLHIQDP /DRV
and Cambodia separately, and withdrawing all foreign troops
from Indochina, the Chinese and the Soviets closely consulted
with each other, and jointly exerted great pressure upon their
Vietnamese comrades. Consequently, the young Vietnamese
communists had no other choice but to follow Beijing’s and
Moscow’s advice to accept a peace accord that would divide
OLHIQDP2  DOEHLI WHPSRUDULON LI ZDV LQIHQGHG2 DORQJ WKH K
parallel.

While cooperation and mutual support remained the main
theme of Sino-Viet Minh relations at Geneva, the Chinese doc-
XPHQIV DOVR FRQ¢ UP WKDIl GLYDJUHHPHQW DQG D ILPHV  IHQVLRQV
developed between the Chinese and the Vietnamese comrades
over their aims and strategies. As indicated by the documents,
the differences were mainly over the issues of whether or
not to adopt a “dividing zones” approach toward settling the
Indochina issue, and, if so, along which parallel to establish
the demarcation line. The Vietnamese, especially in the wake
of their hard-won military victory at Dien Bien Phu, were
unwilling to accept a solution that would divide Vietnam, even
if such division would only be temporary. When a demarcation
solution seemed inevitable, they persisted in demanding that
the demarcation line be drawn as far to the south as possible. It
ZDV SULPDULO\ EHFDXVH RI JUHDII SUHVWXUH IURP &KLQD2  ZLIK WKH
1X00 EDFNLQJ RI WKH 6RYLHI 8QLRQ? WKDIl IKH OQLHIQDPHVH FRP-

UDGHV ¢,QDOON DFFHSIHG WIKH

IIK" 3DUDOOHO
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DYDLODE(H iR VFKRODUV i LV DSSDUHQI IKDH IXUIKHU GHFODVVL¢, FDILRQ
of these documents is much needed.
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n January 2004, a large set of archival materials, which had
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IIKH GLI¢FXOILHV LQVLGH )UDQFH DQG KH FRQIUDGLFILRQV EHIZHHQ
)UDQFH DQG $SPHULFD VR WKDI Ll ZL0o EH EHQH¢, FLDO IRU IKH SHRSOH
in Indochina to carry out struggles for liberation. ... On the
VSHFL¢,F TXHVILRQV UHODIHG IR UHWIRULQJ SHDFH LQ ,QGRFKLQD DQ
RQ VLIH FHDVH¢,UH LV QRW DV JRRG DV D GLYLVLRQ DORQJ D GHPDUFD-
tion line between the south and north, such as the 16th parallel.
+RZHYHU RQO\ WKURXJK PDQ\ VIUXJJOHV FDQ VXFK D IDYRUDE(H
situation be achieved.

(4) The agenda of the Geneva Conference is set for discuss-
ing the Korea and Indochina questions, but it does not exclude
GLVFXWLRQ RI RIKHU VSHFL¢,F TXHVILRQV SRVWLEON iR EH UDLVHG >Dii
the conference]. At the conference, if there is the opportuni-
ty, we may put forward other urgent international issues that
are favorable to relaxing the tense international situation. ...
Therefore, apart from the Korea and Vietnam questions, we
must prepare other materials and opinions concerning China,
the Far East, and peace and security in Asia. In particular, [we
must prepare for] effusive measures toward the development
of economic relations, trade exchanges between various coun-
tries, and for further relaxing the tense international situation
and breaking up the blockade and embargo by the US impe-
rialists. Outside the conference, the mutual relations between
China and Britain, China and France, and China and Canada
will be touched upon, and we should make some preparations
in this respect.

1 8.0 ¢

e ' ' 3

Telegram, PRC Ambassador to the Soviet Union and Vice
Foreign Minister Zhang Wentian to the PRC Foreign
Ministry, Zhou Enlai and the CCP Central Committee,
“Reporting the Preliminary Opinions of Our Side on the
Geneva Conference to the Soviet Side,” 6 March 1954

[Source: PRCFMA 206-00048. P1-3. Obtained by CWIHP
and translated for CWIHP by Chen Zhihong.]
(Top Secret)

Foreign Ministry, and Report to Zhou Enlai and the Central
Committee:
I called upon [Soviet Foreign Minister Wacheslav M.]

13
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(6)

()

(®)

"DJ@ +DPPDUVNIRIG WKH LQWILIXILRQ RI WKH 8QLIHG
1DILRQV FDQ EH XVHG +RZHYHU ORIRIRY HPSKDVL]HV
that the United Nations should not be allowed to get
involved and that members of various delegations
should be able to use their own institutions, just like
the situation during the Berlin Conference.

Molotov says that the Soviet Union will start the pre-
paratory work in the near future, and those involved
will probably include [Soviet First Deputy Foreign
Minister Andrei A.] Gromyko, [Soviet Deputy
Foreign Minister Vasily V.] Kuznetsov, [Soviet
Foreign Ministry Collegium Member Nikolai T.]
Fedorenko, and [K.V.] Novikov, head of the Southeast
Asian Department [of the Soviet Foreign Ministry].
Concerning the procedure question of the confer-
ence, he believes that there will be many disputes
over it after the beginning of the conference.
Comrade Molotov will ask Comrade Gromyko and
others to make presentations to us on matters needing
attention in attending an international conference.

Zhang Wentian
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e ' ' 5

Telegram, Zhang Wentian to PRC Vice Foreign Minister
Li Kenong, Concerning the Soviet Suggestion on
Propaganda Work at Geneva, 6 April 1954

[Source: PRCFMA 206-00048-04; P1.Obtained by CWIHP
and translated for CWIHP by Chen Zhihong.]

Top secret
Comrade (Li) Kenong at the Foreign Ministry:

When Vice Minister of the Soviet Union Kuznetsov
received me on the 3rd, he expressed the hope that our
delegation at Geneva would make better efforts to carry
out additional propaganda work and coordinate diplomatic
DFILYLILHV IRU IKH SXUSRVH RI H[SDQGLQJ IIKH LQAXHQFH RI 1HZ
China. Such work could include showing movies, organizing
speeches, small-size exhibitions, and cultural performances.
The Premier instructs that you should immediately consider
work on this.
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SHDFHIX0 UHXQL¢ FDILRQ  &KLQD DQG KH 6RYLHI 8QLRQ
should, in turn, express their support for the Korean
delegation’s positions one day after they speak.
Therefore, | should also make a comprehensive state-
ment myself. Right now | am reorganizing the drafts
of the opening speech and two statements supporting
the Korean delegation, and making changes based
on several suggestions from the Soviet comrades.
We will also present the principles for an Asian
SHDFH FKDUIHU +RZHYHU ZH ZL00 QR HPSKDVL]H IKH
Indochina issue for the moment since we hope to con-
FHQIUDIH RQ IKH - RUHDQ LVVXH LQ WKH ¢ UVIl GLVFXWLRQ ,li
will also demonstrate that we are not the people who
are eager to negotiate.

(2) Regarding the issue of the chairman of the confer-
ence, we have already consulted with the Soviet
Union and Britain in advance and decided that
Thailand, the Soviet Union, and Britain should take
the chair in turn. Thailand already acted as the interim
chair when this afternoon’s meeting started at 3:00
p.m. Afterwards, the United States proposed that
the above three countries take turns as chair. It was
instantly put to vote and adopted. The meeting was
adjourned thereafter. This meeting took only 15 min-
utes. Speeches and discussion will start tomorrow.

(3) Today Molotov introduced [British Foreign Secretary
$OIKRQ\G (GHQ IR PH DIl IKH PHHILQJ +H VKRRN P\
hand and greeted me.

Zhou Enlai
26 April [1954]

e -

Telegram, Zhou Enlai to Mao Zedong and Others,
Regarding a Meeting with British Foreign Secretary Eden,
1 May 1954

[Source: PRCFMA 206-00045-03; P1-4. Obtained by CWIHP
and translated for CWIHP by Gao Bei.]

Chairman Mao, Comrade [Liu] Shaogi, and the Central
Committee:

Comrade Molotov invited me to meet with Eden yesterday
afternoon, and we discussed the following questions:

(1) The Korean issue. There is no meeting today on 1 May,
and the conference will reopen on 3 May. Only the Turkish
and Thai delegations made speeches yesterday morning. The
meeting was adjourned in less than thirty minutes. Eden sug-
gested holding a restricted session and said that “[the members
VKRX0G EH@ IKH ¢ YH RI XV SOXV LRUIK DQG 6RXIK - RUHD =~ (GHQ
said that he had already talked to [US Secretary of State John
Foster] Dulles about this, and he assumed that [French Foreign

Minister Georges] Bidault would not oppose it either. Molotov
and | both agreed to hold the restricted session. We also asked
ZKDIl VXEIHFIV ZRX0G EH VSHFL¢, FDOO\ GLVFXVVHG LQ IIKH UHVIULFIHG
VHWLRQ +RZHYHU (GHQ GLG QRN DQVZHU WKLV TXHVILRQ I LV IIKH
British and Americans who are taking the initiative and sound-
ing us out, and we should not react too positively except to
agree to hold the meeting. Based on the general situation, |
assume that Eden’s proposal for a restricted session is related
to Dulles’ return to the US next week. Until now, no North
Atlantict country except Turkey has spoken yet to support
Dulles during the discussion of the Korean issue. Although
IIKH 8QLIHG 6IDIHV ¢UHG PDQ\ EODQNV RQ IIKH ,QGRFKLQD LVVXH
they could not scare anyone but themselves. The United States
is attempting to form an alliance of invaders of Southeast
$VD +RZHYHU %ULIDLQ LV WILOO KHVLIDILQJ 2Q WKH RIKHU KDQG
France’s request for more air support is being refused by
Britain and the United States. In sum, it is now impossible for
the United States to stop negotiations on the Indochina issue.
Eisenhower’s recent words showed his retreat and embar-
rassed Dulles. Therefore Dulles decided to run away [from the
conference] and leave the problems to the Under Secretary of
State, [General Walter Bedell] Smith. Eden said that Dulles
had already decided to return to the US next week. Molotov
responded that “it will increase the responsibilities of the four
of us.” The current situation shows that Eden will stay, and so
will Bidault since [French Secretary of State for Relations with
the Associated States? Marc] Jacquet of the de Gaulle group
and [French Foreign Ministry Political and Economic Affairs
Assistant Director Roland Jacquin de] Margerie, who insists on
the ending of the Indochina war, came to Geneva from France
IR SUHWXUH KLP +RZHYHU LIl LV VILOO QRII FOHDU ZKHIKHU RU QRI DQ
agreement on the Korean issue can be reached.

(2) The Indochina issue. Eden said that “I will not use this
as a condition for the issue of membership [of countries which
should be invited to join the discussion], nor do | require you
to answer me. | just want to ask if the Soviet and Chinese sides
can push for the withdrawal of the wounded from Dien Bien
Phu.” Molotov said: “It can be solved if you discuss this with
the Vietnamese delegation.” | said: “It is better to have the two
belligerent parties discuss this directly. The two belligerent
parties in the Korean War used to discuss directly the issue
of exchanging wounded and sick POWSs before the armistice
in Korea.” Regarding the issue of membership, | said: “Five
countries have already been invited to join the discussions on
the Indochina issue. It is odd that the decision on the invita-
tion of related countries on both sides has not yet been made.
Obviously someone is preventing both sides from attend-
ing the negotiations.” Eden said: “I am not preventing it.” It
seems that it will take another two days to solve the problem
of membership.

(3) The issue of Sino-British relations. When Molotov
mentioned that China was complaining about unfairness in
international affairs, Eden said: “Britain does recognize China.
+RZHYHJ &KLQD GRHV QRIUHFRIQLJH XV~ , VDLG 3,Ii LV QRI &KLQD
which does not recognize Britain. It is Britain which does not
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@

political issue in Indochina. It is possible that Bidault
intentionally left the political issue for Bao Dai at the
next session, thus [allowing Bao Dai to] discuss it
[while] pretending to be independent.
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7th and threatened to do everything possible to sup-
port France and the three countries in Indochina in
UHVLVILQJ RXIVLGH 3DJJUHWLRQ ~ +H DOVR VXSSRUIHG
JUDQFHV SURSRVDO IRU D FHDVH¢,UH DQG IDYRUHG HIIHF-
ILYH LQIHUQDILRQDO VXSHUYLVLRQ +RZHYHU

19
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[\
e 3
Minutes of Conversation between Zhou Enlai and
Anthony Eden, 14 May 1954

[Source: PRCFMA 206-00091-02; P2-8. Obtained by CWIHP
and translated for CWIHP by Zhao Han.]

Location: Premier Zhou’s Residence
British Participants: Anthony Eden, [British Deputy Under
BHFUHIDUN 1RU )RUHLIQ SBIIDLUV 1RU SGPLQLVIUDILRQE +DURIG
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(GHQ

Zhou Enlai:

Eden:

Zhou Enlai:

Eden:

Zhou Enlai:

Eden:

Zhou Enlai:

Eden:

Zhou Enlai:

Eden:

Zhou Enlai:

Eden:

= KHUH GR \RX ¢,QG LQHTXDOLIN"

In that the French have not discussed the politi-
cal questions of the military armistice.

Oh, you are referring to this question. On this
point, both sides have some accusations.

No, | am not referring to that. | meant that
France had not answered Mr. Pham Van Dong’s
political proposal, while only recognizing Bao
Dai as representing all of Vietnam and unifying
Vietnam under him. This is a completely unrea-
sonable thought.

France would like to let the members of the
S$SWRFLDIHG 6IDIHV VSHDN ¢ Wil O\ XQGHUVIDQGLQJ
LV IKDIi YUDQFH PLIKI VSHDN ¢ WIIKLV DIVHUQRRQ = H
KRSH IR DFKLHYH PLILIDU\ DUPLWILFH ¢UVii DQG IIKHQ
discuss the political questions. Perhaps military
DUPLWILFH FDQ EH WKH ¢UVil SUDFILFDO TXHVILRQ IR EH
discussed in the restricted sessions. The restricted
sessions perhaps could be held next week, for the
general debate will be continued this afternoon.
Regarding the proposal for restricted sessions,
we will have to discuss this with the Soviet and
Vietnamese delegations.

Certainly, certainly.

I would like to know what your plans are for the
restricted sessions.

I am thinking that besides the heads of the del-
egations, the sessions would consist of only
two or three advisors from each delegation.
No account of the proceedings would be given
to the press. We tried this method during the
Berlin Conference, and it was very useful. The
agreement to have the Geneva Conference was
reached this way.

I would like to add something. China wants
peaceful co-existence with all of its Asian neigh-
bors. The recent agreement that China signed
ZUIK ,QGLD RQ WUDGH LQ 7LEHN LV VX1 ¢ FLHQI IR GHP-
onstrate this point. In the preamble, China and
India stated mutual respect for territorial sov-
ereignty, mutual non-aggression, mutual non-
interference in internal affairs, reciprocity on an
equal basis, and peaceful co-existence.

Right.

On the Korean question, we have also proposed
the withdrawal of foreign troops, including the
Chinese People’s Volunteer Army. Only so can
peace and security be guaranteed.

I would like to say a few things as the British
Foreign Secretary. We very much hope to see the
four great powers, excuse me, | made a mistake.
= H YHU\ PXFK KRSH IR VHH IIKH ¢,YH JUHDIl SRZHWV
that is, the United Kingdom, the United States,
China, France, and the Soviet Union, work
together to decrease international tensions and

21

Zhou Enlai:

Eden:

Zhou Enlai:

to conduct normal negotiations. But before this
can be achieved, a resolution must be reached on
the Indochina question. Indochina is important
in itself, but what is more important is that this
TXHVILRQ QRW DIHFI WKH UHODILRQV DPRQJ IIKH ¢, YH
great powers.

China deserves the status of a great power. This
is an existing fact. We are willing to work with
others for world peace, particularly for peace in
Asia. But | must say candidly that this must not
be made a condition.

No, | am not saying that it should be made a
condition at all. I am only stating my opinion
UHJIDUGLQJ WKLV TXHWILRQ , DP ZRUULHG WKDI +R
&KL OLQK PLIKW EH DVNLQJ WIRR PXFK +H PLIKI
be able to get it, but if he were to do so, it would
affect the relations for the great powers.
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Telegram, Zhou Enlai to Mao Zedong and Others,
Regarding the Second Restricted Session, 19 May 1954

[Source: PRCFMA 206-Y0049. Obtained by CWIHP and
translated for CWIHP by Chen Zhihong.]

Chairman [Mao], Comrade [Liu] Shaogi, and report to the
Central Committee:

(1)

@)

The second restricted session on Indochina, held
yesterday [18 May], devoted all its time to the dis-
cussion on whether the question concerning Laos
and Cambodia should be dealt with separately. The
United States, Britain, and France and three... [origi-
nal unreadable] countries stood together to emphasize
that the Cambodia and Laos questions should be dealt
with separately from the Vietnam question. There are
no French troops in Cambodia and Laos, so only after
the withdrawal of the Vietnamese People’s Army will
the issue be resolved. We absolutely cannot agree
to this point. Pham Van Dong, Molotov, and | all
spoke to rebut this point, pointing out that the armed
struggle for national liberation by the Cambodian
and Laotian people was caused by the military inter-
vention of France. The resistance governments in
Cambodia and Laos have their own troops. Therefore
DQ DUPLVILFH PHDQV WKDIl D FHDVH¢,UH VKRX0G RFFXU RQ
the territory of their own motherlands. There exists
no such “issue” of withdrawing from Cambodia and
Laos. Peace should be restored in all of Indochina,
and peace should not just be restored in Vietnam. The
questions involving the three countries cannot be dis-
cussed by separating them. The two sides debated for
three hours and [the session] was adjourned without
any result. The other side attempts to use this issue as
IIKH ¢ UVl LWXH R WHVI RXU DIILIXGH %HIRUH IIKH HQG RI
the meeting, Molotov as chair [of the session] pro-
posed that next day the Korea issue should be dis-
FXWHG +RZHYHU (GHQ VDLG WKDW KH ZDV DIUDLG WKDH
an impression would be created that the discussion
on the Indochina issue failed immediately after its
beginning, so he contended that discussion should be
continued on the Indochina issue on the 19th. Our
side has agreed to this.

In the previous several days the other side has used
the sick and wounded soldiers at Dien Bien Phu as
a means for political blackmail and has conducted a
series of slanderous propaganda [activities]. To deal
ZUK WKLY >"59 $SPEDWDGRU IR WKH 35&0 +RDQJ
9DQ +RDQ KRWHG D SUHW FRQIHUHQFH RQ IKH WK IR
publicize the facts and to expose the plots of the other
side. Then the French delegation was questioned [on
this issue] at a press conference it hosted. In particu-
lar, [the fact] that the French military resumed bom-

24

®)

EDUGPHQN RQ IKH K DQG NLOHG ¢ IIHHQ )UHQFK SULV-
oners has caused heated repercussions. Consequently,
Pravda has published commentaries about this in the
past few days. We are also organizing the reporters of
the Xinhua News Agency to cooperate in our propa-
ganda [efforts] and expose [the French]. In the pro-
paganda battle, so long as we are able to command
the material in a timely manner, we should be able to
expose continuously the plots of the other side and to
master the initiative.

The French delegation has appointed a person to
contact the Vietnamese delegation. The contact will
begin today.

Zhou Enlai
19 May 1954
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introduced any plan for resolving the Korea issue.
Probably they are discussing with Syngman Rhee
and are waiting for Rhee’s response.

(3) I plan to pay a return visit to Eden on the morning
of the 20th. The result of the conversation will be
reported separately.

Zhou Enlai
20 May 1954
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Telegram, Zhou Enlai to Mao Zedong and Others,
Regarding the Situation at the Eighth Restricted Session,
30 May 1954

[Source: PRCFMA 206-Y0049. Obtained by CWIHP and
translated for CWIHP by Chen Zhihong.]

Chairman [Mao], Comrade [Liu] Shaoqi, and report to the
Central Committee:

(1)

@)

At the restricted session on the Indochina issue yes-
terday, the three-point proposal concerning the meet-
ing between the representatives of the two military
commands at Geneva (see previous telegram [not
printed]) was passed.

During the discussion, the other side continuously
stressed that they preserved their own different opin-
ions toward the Laos and Cambodia issue, stating
that “the concentration of formal forces in Vietnam
should not be detrimental to the political and eco-
nomic integrity of Vietnam.” [US Under Secretary
of State General Walter Bedell] Smith particularly
stated that the conference should have the right to
make new decisions over the proposals put forward
by the military representatives of the two sides on the
Vietnam and Laos questions.

Pham Van Dong pointed out in his presentation that
IRU WKH SXUSRVH RI UHDFKLQJ D FHDVH¢UH LI ZDV DEVR-
lutely necessary to adjust zones, and he exposed
that America’s opposition to division of zones and
$PHULFDIV HPSKDVLV XSRQ XQL¢FDILRQ ZHUWH D
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If Foreign Ministers Zhou and Bidault invite each other and
have dinner together, the Swiss security would know. All the
Swiss policemen communicate through their network, and the
information [about the meeting] would leak to the public. So
our suggestion is that the two foreign ministers have a meeting
after sunset, about 9:00 or 9:30 p.m. in the evening. Therefore,
the foreign ministers can have a long conversation. If they
would like to, they could talk until midnight or even 1:00 am.
Regarding their meeting location, we suggest this mansion. The
mansion is close to where both foreign ministers are staying.
It is convenient for all of us. There are no neighbors around
so there won’t be any disruptions from outside. [We’d like to
know] if Foreign Minister Zhou agrees [with the arrangement].

Wang Bingnan: What is your security plan?

Paul-Boncour: If we use Swiss security guards, the informa-
tion will leak. So we suggest Foreign Minister Zhou use his own
bodyguards. They may come to the mansion about 9:00 p.m.

Wang Bingnan: +RZ LV OU %LGDX0I FRPLQJ KHUH"

Paul-Boncour: +H ZL00 FRPH KHUH KLPVHOI 7KH 6ZLW VHFX-
rity guards as usual will notice that he has left his place. They
won’t, however, know where he is going. During the conference
hours, the Swiss security guards always escort [Bidault] as they
do for all the heads of the delegations. But, outside conference
hours, Bidault goes out quite often by himself. On Sundays,
when his chef took time off, he and Chauvel went to the coun-
tryside by themselves and ate at local restaurants. If Foreign
Minister Zhou wants to use the Swiss security guards, we don’t
have a problem. We just don’t feel it is the best way.

Wang Bingnan: +DV OU %LGDX0 HYHU FRPH IR WKLV SODFH"

Paul-Boncour: +H KDV QHYHU EHHQ KHUH EHIRUH +RZHYHU
his wife has been here several times. I still have to repeat one
of the points we discussed at the last meeting, that is, to keep
the meeting absolutely secret before it starts. The two foreign
ministers can decide themselves whether a press release or
other documents may be necessary after their meeting.

(Chauvel arrived at this point.)

Chauvel: We can decide whether the Swiss security guards
will come or not. If they don’t come, they may just guess. If
IKH\ GR FRPH IIKH\ ZL00 GH¢, QUIHO\ NQRZ IKH ZKROH DUUDQJHPHQIl
So it is better not to have them here.

Regarding the issue of who will attend the meeting from
the delegations, the French participants will probably include
Bidault, myself, and Mr. Guillermaz. We consider it proper not
to have many participants from each delegation.

(After the meeting, Guillermaz said that it may be appro-
priate to add Paul-Boncour [to the list], since he is the host.)

Wang Bingnan: | will report all of your suggestions to the
head of our delegation.

(2) The Issues at the Indochina Conference

Chauvel: At the last meeting, Mr. Molotov summarized and
outlined the opinions from all sides. Mr. Smith suggested dis-
cussing the supervision issue only. The French delegation con-
siders supervision a very complicated issue. If it can be resolved

27

&I IKH FRQIHUHQFH LV FHUIDLQON PDNLQJ JRRG SURJUHW

TKH WZR VSHFL¢,F EXI LPSRUIDQI LVWWXHV Dif WKH SUHVHQI DUH R
reach a military agreement on troop regroupings, and to reach
a political agreement on supervision. If these two problems are
solved, other problems can be dealt with easily.

All of the six points proposed by the Chinese delegation
should be discussed. We suggest discussing supervision, which
we believe is a central issue. It doesn’t mean that any other
issues could not be discussed. If a positive result derives from
the solution of the central issue, it will help the discussions on
other issues.

We are very much impressed by the recent talks. Especially
DIN'IKH PHHILQJ \HWHUGD\2 ZH VDZ JHQXLQH SURJUHW

Wang Bingnan: | would also like to talk about our posi-
tions. We believe that:

7KH ¢ UIIIDVN LV ¥R VIRS IIKH EORRGVKHG DQG UHVXPH SHDFH
in Indochina.

2. Different problems should be dealt with by adapting dif-
ferent methods.

3. Discussions must follow the importance of each issue
DQG WKHQ GHFLGH ZKLFK LWXH VKRX0G JR ¢ UWH

$ FHDVH ¢UH FDQ EH DFKLHYHG DINIHU D00 IKH LVWWXHV DUH GLV-
cussed satisfactorily.

The composition of the supervisory commission must
EH VSHFL¢, FDOO\ GLVFXVVHG E\ ERWK VLGHV = H EHOLHYH WKDW WKH
Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission has two tasks:

" RPHVILFDOO\ IR SUHYHQI FLYLO FRQALFIV IURP RFFXUILQJ
again.

2. Internationally, to stop entry of foreign troops and war
materials into [the region].

=H DOVR KDYH FRQFHUQV DERXIl VRPH VSHFL:F SUREHPV RI
supervision. Our position is that a supervisory location can
EH LGHQIL¢ HG HLIKHU LQODQG RU LQ WHUULHRULDO ZDHHUWV R LPSRVH D
supervision. In short, what we hope for is to establish effec-
tive supervision.

The nine nations attending the conference! should play a
role in guaranteeing the implementation of the agreed settle-
ment. A neutral nation should be among other proper nations
besides these nine conference nations. The six points pro-
posed by our Foreign Minister Zhou on the 27th are not for
restoring a temporary peace in Indochina, but necessary for
establishing a lasting peace in the region. This peace will ben-
Hel BVLD )UDQFH DQG IIKH ZRWG = H KDYH SRLQIHG RXI GXULQJ
the previous meeting that this war should not become com-
plicated and internationalized. Mr. Paul-Boncour said that
some French people intended to make the war more compli-
cated by transferring the war issues to the United Nations.
= H EHOLHYH UIKDI KLY GRHVQTH ¢ LQIR >VHUYH@ lIKH QDILRQDO LQWHU-
ests of France.

Mr. Pham Van Dong had said that France could still main-
tain its economic and cultural enterprises in Vietnam. After
peace is reinstalled, Vietnam will consider joining the French
Union and build friendly relations with France.

The delegates from Laos and Cambodia also indicated that
the Free Laos and Kampuchean Liberation Movements are not
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strong forces. If this is true and their people support them, they
won’t worry any more after a peaceful order is established.

Foreign Minister Zhou Enlai stated that the United States
had to accept a peace in Korea. It should not stop France from
accepting peace now in Indochina. At the meeting yesterday,
most of the delegates agreed to reach a settlement. It was said
that the attitude of the American delegation would be neither
supportive nor opposed. This is not helpful for the confer-
ence to reach an agreement.

Paul-Boncour: Please allow me to repeat to Mr. Chauvel
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the supervision issue.

Since there is no one else around, hopefully we can exchange
our opinions sincerely on these two existing and imminent
SUREOHPY LQ RUGHU IR UHDFK RXU FRPPRQ JRD02 SHDFH , IIKLQN
that time is running out. If the quarrel continues, the situation
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settlement, not a preparation for war. | have experienced two
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been solved through the resolutions passed on the 29th. Our
counterparts want to discuss in particular the following four
points, especially the issues concerning international supervi-
sion and international guarantee.

(2) At the ninth restricted session on the Indochina issue
on the 31st, our counterparts presented the issue of interna-
tional supervision, as we expected. [Although] Smith did not
present the issue of United Nations supervision at the meet-
ing, he emphasized that the experience of the NNSC on Korea
was not good and argued that our side did not act in good
IDLIK +H VDLG WKDI 3R0DQG DQG &JHFKRVORYDNLD REVIUXFIHG WKH
NNSC’s work and made it impossible for the NNSC to carry
out its work in communist[-controlled] areas. Smith especially
emphasized that communist countries could not be neutral
and cited several paragraphs from the letters that Switzerland
and Sweden sent to the Military Armistice Commission on 4
May and 7 May to prove his argument. | immediately spoke
IR UHIXIH 6 PLIKWV VIDIHPHQI , ¢ U H[SODLQHG HKDIl IKH >21RUIK@
Korean and Chinese sides do follow the armistice agreement,
and Poland and Czechoslovakia are impartial. Several reports
of the Neutral Nations Repatriation Commission are agreed to
by Poland, Czechoslovakia and India. The biased ones are the
RIKHU WZR PHPEHW 6ZLITHUDQG DQG 6ZHGHQ , DI¢,UPHG WiKDI
the work of the Korean NNSC had been basically successful,
DOIKRXJK IKH\ KDG PHIl GLI¢ FXUILHY DQG KHLU GLI¢ FXOILHY FDPH
from the side of the United Nations forces. | used facts listed
in Poland’s and Czechoslovakia’s two reports on 15 April and
30 April to prove that the United Nations forces created [those]
GLI¢ FXUILHYV IRUWKH 1.1.6& O\ FRQFOXVLRQ LV IKDIl ZH FDQ XVH IiKH
experience of the Korean NNSC for reference. | also made it
clear that when we discuss the issue of supervision it should be
done in relation to other points. Also, we should have a joint
commission consisting of members of both belligerents to
VXSHUYLVH >IKH FHDVH¢,UHE DQG IR IDNH FKDUJH RI IKH LP SOHPHQID-
tion of the provisions of the [armistice] agreement. Gromyko
spoke to support China’s six-point proposal and explained and
DI¢UPHG LIl SRLQI E\ SRLQII ,Q VSHDNLQJ RI IKH PHPEHWKLS RI
the organization of neutral nations’ supervision, Gromyko sug-
gested that India, Poland, Czechoslovakia and Pakistan [should
be the members]. Our counterparts did not respond to this on
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ple opposed it. A commission consisting entirely
of Asian countries would have disadvantages (I
gave the example that it would be inappropriate
for China as an Asian country to have supervi-
sion of the Kashmir problem). This time around
it would be best if the commission could include
both Asian and European countries, as proposed
by Gromyko.

b. Eden expressed the wish that the representa-
tives of the commanders-in-chief of both sides
ZRX0G RSHQ IIKH PDSV DQG VROYH VRPH VSHFL¢ F
problems.

c. Eden asked whether the conference would come
IR D FRQFOXVLRQ LQ WHQ R ¢ IWHHQ GD\V , UHSOLHG
that it would depend on the efforts by both sides
to reach an agreement.

d. Eden said that since the United Kingdom has
>%ULILVK &KDUJp GI$BHIDLUHY LQ %HLILQJ +XP SKUH\{
Trevelyan in Beijing, he hoped that China would
send its counterpart of Trevelyan to the United
Kingdom. | have agreed.

| visited Bidault at 10:00 yesterday evening. On the

one hand, Bidault explained that he wanted to reach

DQ DJUHHPHQN DQG QR ¢JKI =RWG =DU ,,, RQ IKH

other hand, he threatened that if an agreement could

not be reached, there would be danger. | pointed out
that the danger would be intervention by the United
6IDIHV DQG WKH WKUHDW IR &KLQDIV VHFXULIN2  §iKHVH DUH
the things that concern us the most. Bidault expressed
his hope that the representatives of the commanders-

LQ FKLHI RI ERIK VLGHV FRX0G UHVROYH VRPH VSHFL¢F

SUREOHPV +H DOVR HP SKDVL]HG IKDIl WKH LVWWXH R1 LQWHU-

national supervision should be addressed as well.

Although Bidault had said beforehand that he wanted

to discuss some problems, he did not go deeply into

the problems yesterday evening, nor did he bring up

VSHFL¢,F TXHVILRQV

Zhou Enlai
2 June 1954
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confuse the non-neutrality of political thoughts with neutral
nations that have not participated in the [Indochina] war.
Eden made a statement and insisted that we should use
%LGDX0NV S0DQ DV D EDVLY IRU GLVFXWLRQ -+H VXJJIHWIHG IIKDH
we should set up a technical committee to discuss the issues
of functions and structure of the NNSC. Eden also suggested
that the NNSC should be composed of Asian nations and
emphasized that the joint commission of both sides should be
subject to the command of the NNSC. Molotov spoke to refute
Smith’s statement[:] “if Smith basically opposes communist
countries joining the NNSC it means that he does not want to
settle the problem. This attitude hampers the settlement. Such
an attitude that denies all non-capitalist countries a role in the
NNSC is close to the thoughts of the anti-communist league.”
Molotov also cited documents signed jointly by four mem-
ber countries of the Korean NNSC acknowledging that the
8QUIHG 6IDIHY YLRIDIHG IIKH >DUPLVILFH DIJUHHPHQI +RZHYHU
[he] explained that the NNSC was still effective despite these
weaknesses and that the four countries could reach an agree-
ment. The four neutral countries that the Soviet Union pro-
posed included two Asian countries and two European coun-
tries. Among those countries, two of them had diplomatic
relations with France and the other two with the Democratic
SHSXEOLF RI QIHIQDP 7KH\ ZL00 EH DECH iR UHAHFI IKH RSLQLRQV
of both sides.
(3) Our counterparts have not yet reached a consensus on the
issue of the composition of the NNSC. They were unable to
make any suggestions at the meeting. Based on newspa-
per [accounts], it seems that France does not agree with the
Southeast Asian countries completely.
, ZL00 UHSRUI KH VLIXDILRQ D \HVWHUGD\fV ¢,UVil IRUPDO0 PHHii-
ing of the representatives of commanders of both sides in a
separate telegram.
Zhou Enlai
3 June 1954
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e ' ' 2

Telegram, Zhou Enlai to Mao Zedong and Others,
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said to Mr. Zhou Enlai there are currently two critical issues:
(1) a decision on troop regrouping areas, and (2) supervision.
Regarding the regrouping issue, military representatives from
both sides have held three or four meetings. The Vietnamese
commanders, however, only addressed principles but not
VSHFL¢F LWXHV  7KHUHIRUH IKHLU PHHILQJV DUULYHG DIl QR XVHIX0
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tions and even regression at the conference, and how to push
the conference forward practically and realistically.

Chauvel: , GRQfI KDYH PXFK WLPH QRZ -+RSHIX00\ >ZH
can] continue our conversations tomorrow and the next day.
In short, | want to add several points. At the military meetings,
the French staff presented the Laniel Proposal. Our purpose,
however, was not to make the Vietnamese accept it, but to hope
that the Vietnamese would tell us why they couldn’t accept
it and to let them provide detailed critiques on our proposal.
POIKRXJIK IKH WZR VLGHV KDYH EHHQ ¢ JKILQJ IKH ZDU IRU HLIKI
years, we have no understanding of each other. Therefore, a
mutual understanding is desired at the present.

We believe that the most urgent problem at the present is the
composition of the Neutral Nation Supervisory Commission.
If this problem can be solved, other technical problems will be
dealt with easily, and the conference will make much progress.
During today’s conversation, | present the French opinion. At
our next meeting, hopefully, Mr. Wang Bingnan can talk about
China’s opinion on India and other countries. A conversation
PD\ IDNH D GHIRXU LQ IURQN RI ¢ I\ SHRSOH EXIi D IDFH R IDFH
conversation between two persons should be much easier for
problem-solving. At least | believe so.

I must also emphasize my point on the local contact of
military representatives. Although the past international agree-
ments stated that principles were discussed at Geneva, and the
details were discussed at local levels, they didn’t say these
meetings would begin at the same time. We still believe that
an agreement of the bottom-line principles has to be reached
at Geneva, before any local talk can possibly start on the spot.
$Q\ZD\ 3DULV KDV DOUHDG\ QRIL¢HG 6DLIRQ DVNLQJ WKHP IR
promptly send the French staff to contact the Vietnamese.

Wang Bingnan: Over eight years the war has hurt feel-
ings on both sides. A local contact may be the best way to
heal the wounds and change the situation for the better.

Regarding the composition of the neutral nations commis-
sion, the Soviet Union has nominated four nations. We support

the Soviet proposal. Mr. Chauvel, could you tell me about the

French opinion on the other neutral nations besides India?
Chauvel: I mentioned India because it is a very typical

example of a neutral nation. Among other Asian nations, for
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We will also provide materials to prove that the United States
violated the armistice agreement and disrupted the NNSC.
Concerning the propaganda issue, we plan to compare our
conciliatory attitude and America’s disruptive one during the
conference. It will show clearly that our side is trying its best
IR VHHN FRPPRQ JURXQG +RZHYHU IIKH 8QLIHG 6IDIHV LV VIL00
insisting on United Nations supervision and is not willing to
look for other channels beyond the United Nations to solve
the problems.

Zhou Enlai

6 June 1954

kK
A
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Telegram, Zhou Enlai to Mao Zedong, Concerning
Consultations among the Chinese, Soviet and Vietnamese
Delegations, 7 June 1954

[Source: PRCFMA 206-00046-10; P1. Obtained by CWIHP
and translated for CWIHP by Chen Zhihong.]

(Top Secret)
Chairman [Mao], Comrade [Liu] Shaogi and the Central
Committee:

(1) I hereby send for your examination the twelve terms
on the united committee (the committee on military
armistice), the supervision committee by neutral
countries, and the question of international guaran-
tee that had been decided upon by the three parties
of the Soviet Union, China and Vietnam yesterday
(see attached). It is planned that these terms will be
raised by the delegation of the Soviet Union at the
open session on the Indochina issue on the 8th. At the
session on the 8th, | plan to make positive explana-
tion of the six points concerning the basic principles
in the military aspect that | put forward on 27 May,
rebutting the mistaken points of the other side, and,
in particular, criticizing the United States for block-
ing the progress of the conference. Pham Van Dong
in his presentation plans to highlight the stand of our
side on the political issue.

The telegram of the CCP Central Committee and the
reply of the Vietnamese Workers Party have been
conveyed to the Soviet Party Central Committee by
Comrade Molotov yesterday. The three parties of the
Soviet Union, Vietnam, and China exchanged opin-
ions on these two telegrams yesterday.

Zhou Enlai

7 June 1954
Attachment [omitted]

1 8.0
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Telegram, CCP Central Committee to Zhou Enlai,
Replying to Zhou Enlai’s 7 June 1954 Telegram, 7 June
1954

[Source: PRCFMA 206-00046-10; P5. Obtained by CWIHP
and translated for CWIHP by Chen Zhihong.]

Comrade Zhou Enlai:

The telegram of 7 June has been received. We agree to the
twelve terms on the united committee, the committee of super-
vision by neutral countries, and the question of international
guarantee.

Central Committee
7 June 1954

kK

Y 30

Telegram, Li Kenong to the PRC Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Regarding the Chinese Delegation’s Meeting with
the Delegations of Various Popular French Organizations,
9 June 1954

[Source: PRCFMA 206-00121-02; P1-4. Obtained by CWIHP
and translated for CWIHP by Li Xiaobing.]

Ministry of Foreign Affairs:
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resentatives at the most, and two or three at the least.

" XULQJ WKH PHHILQJIV D00 WKH GHOHJDILRQV XVXDWO\ ¢ UV
expressed their full understanding and trust of China’s policy
for peace, and then showed their appreciation of China’s efforts
at the Geneva Conference. Some of them presented certain
gifts (for example, candies and books on New China by the
French Communist Party). Two of the delegations found the
1920 photos that the Chinese students celebrated the “Double
Tens” at St. Etienne. They said the premier [Zhou Enlai] was
there. One of the delegations presented us the receipts of
French donation and aid to China during the Anti-Japanese
War. They said that the receipts had been buried underground
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QRI'R DSSO\ DQ\ PLOLIDUN\ SUHVWXUH +HVDLG 3™ RQfI ZRUVHQ IIKH
military situation to slow progress. A military situation will
cause negative political reactions. Do not continue the war
while discussing peace, and do not use the war to antagonize
the public feeling of the other side.” On one hand, Bidault
VDLG UKDl KH KRSHG IR RENDLQ D FHDVH ¢UH XQGHU WKH FRQGLILRQ
that the historical relationship between France and the three
countries, Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia, was kept in mind.
On the other hand, however, he said that he is opposed to
mixing together discussion of military and political issues.
%LGDX0W DOVR WULHG IR ¢,QG RXII >ZKHIKHUG D EHINHU FKDQFH IRU DQ
agreement [would exist] if the Korean and Indochinese issues
ZHUH GLVFXVVHG WRJHIKHU RU VHSDUDIHON DQG D SRVVLEOH UHVXON
on the entire Asian issue if the discussions were conducted
behind closed doors. | told him that the two issues certainly
had impact on each other. They all should be solved, not
just one, while leaving the other unsolved, or even trying
to block any solution. Bidault said that he could avoid the
impact of the development of the Indochinese issues on his
JRYHUQPHQI DQG PHGLD +H DOVR VDLG WKDII LI QHFHVDU\ KH
may have to mention his conversation with me in his speech
that would be sent to the Assembly on Wednesday (the 9th).
%Xl KH GLGQW VIDIH GH¢,QLIHO\ WKDIl KH ZRX0G SXEOLFL]H WKLV
PDIliHU +H PD\ ZDQIl iR XVH KLV FRQIDFI ZLIK &KLQD WR FDIP
down the complaints in the Assembly, but he was afraid of
upsetting America. Bidault also told me that he may have to
talk aggressively and offensively at the public meeting on
IKH K +H ZDQIHG IR PDNH D VIDIHPHQWY DKHDG WKDII L 3ZRQW
be a problem for me to continue the communication with
the Chinese delegation thereafter.” During the conversa-
tion, Bidault emphasized that my opinion was very close to
KLV +LV FRQYHUVDILRQV ZLIK PH ZHUH PRUH FRQVIUXFILYH WKDQ
those with other people. | talked about the issues of neu-
tral nation supervision, the experience of the Korean Neutral
Nations Supervisory Commission, and veto rights. | also
emphasized that both sides should follow the conciliatory
spirits and look for their common points.

[15 characters excised by the Department of Archives of
the PRC Ministry of Foreign Affairs.]
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the Indian delegationds opinions.

Fifteen days ago, [Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal] Nehru
also stated publicly that North Koreads political system should
not be forced on South Korea. Neither should South Koreads
political system be forced on North Korea. They must seek a
way to coexist with each other peacefully. They should begin
with cultural and economic issues, and solve their political
problems thereafter.

Not long ago we anticipated that the French government
would face a crisis, therefore we asked Bidault to present this
proposal so that the conference could note it for the record.
This is Francebs claim on the issue of peace in Korea. It was
simply a personal proposal before, however, now the French
government is using it for the yrst time as a proposal of its
own. The United States is preparing to invite the other yfteen
countries to join it to sabotage the conference on the issue of
international supervision. If other countries decide to do so,
France will agree with them.

(2) [Paul] Ramadier wants to meet Mr. Zhou Enlai.

Former French Prime Minister Ramadier is a member of
the Socialist Party. He is currently attending a conference of
the International Labor Organization in Geneva and is also
the chair of the conference. He is a good friend of my uncle
Mr. [Joseph] Paul-Boncour (former prime minister from the
Socialist Party), my wife and | are all very familiar with him.
He will return to Paris after the conference and therefore wants
to take this opportunity to meet Mr. Zhou Enlai. If Mr. Zhou
Enlai agrees, | will arrange a lunch or dinner in a restaurant in
the countryside so that two of them will be able to meet there.
For the time of the meeting, we prefer next Sunday.

Wang Bingnan: As far as we know, a session on the Korean
issue will be held tomorrow. Now | would also like to express
some personal opinions:

(1) We have stated many times that this conference has
nothing to do with the United Nations. Although this issue was
discussed many times in the United Nations before, no result
was reached there. Therefore, the Berlin Conference decided
to hold the Geneva Conference.

(2) Discussing the Korean issue at the Untied Nations is
completely different from the issue of restoring Chinabs status
at the UN. They should not be confused.

We believe that the Geneva Conference should reach a
conclusion on the Korean issue. Since the delegations have all
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session. However, France is different. France wants the confer-
ence to succeed, not to fail.

We have problems translating Mr. Molotovis detailed
proposals. Our two translators have been working on them
since three odclock and still haven6t ynished yet. Therefore,
Mr. [Jean] Chauvel cannot make any clear statement, simply
depending on what he heard from the session. Nevertheless,
Mr. Wang Bingnan should pay attention to one thing about
which Smith is going to make a disappointing reply. He
said that Molotovés proposals did not contain anything new.
However, Chauvel expressed that he was willing to consider
them carefully. He did not want to easily put Molotovés pro-
posals aside before they are discussed.

Wang Bingnan: Although Mr. Paul-Boncour said that
these were his personal opinions, | believe that they are similar
to our own.

As far as | know, the military session also made great prog-
ress, and the atmosphere of the session was very good, too.

Mr. Molotovés important proposals paved a new way for
the conference. We welcome Mr. Chauvelds attitude of careful
consideration. The United States said that there was nothing
new in the Soviet proposals. It shows that the Americans pur-
pose is to let the conference fail. They obstruct [the confer-
ence] immediately every time it makes progress. France is an
important concerned party. We hope that, as you said, France
wants the conference to succeed. Then we believe that the con-
ference must reach a conclusion.

Paul-Boncour: Unfortunately, France does not have a gov-
ernment anymore.! However, the French delegation and | all
hope to be able to organize a technical committee, which will
discuss the issue of supervision. This committee can discuss
issues of the membership and authority of the NNSC. After the
discussion, it should submit its report to the conference like the
session of military experts does. According to the French con-
stitution, the president is the commander-in-chief of the three
armed services. Although he has no authority to talk about
political issues, he can take responsibility for the military
issues of the armistice. The expert who is doing research on
the issue of supervision in France is [Counselor to the French
delegation] Colonel [Jacques] Guillermaz.

Wang Bingnan: Do you think that the restricted sessions or
the expert sessions should be continued?

Paul-Boncour: 1 still cannot answer you now, because we
have to discuss Mr. Molotovs proposals yrst.

Wang Bingnan: How long will it take to set up the new
French government? How many chances does [French
National Assembly Member Pierre] Mendes-France have to
form a cabinet?

Paul-Boncour: I think it is difycult to form a new cabinet.
It will take longer. | hope that Mendes-France will be success-
ful, however, I think he will fail.

Currently, the French delegation is responsible to the
president. The negotiation of the armistice issue is led by
Chauvel, [French Chief of the Special Staff of the Secretary
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[military] bases in Laos and Cambodia. On the contrary, Mr.
Eden said that if we could reach an agreement, this agreement
will be guaranteed by all participants. Now I will get back to the
instructions from Mr. Eden. We deynitely cannot compromise
on the withdrawal of all invading troops. Mr. Eden asked me to
explain to the ambassador, and also to inform the prime minister,
that tomorrowbs meeting on the Laos and Cambodia issues might
be a very important one. If we can solve the problem on which
we cannot compromise, Mr. Eden hopes that we will thereafter
be able to solve the Laos and Cambodia issues and to let all par-
ticipants guarantee this solution.

The advantage of our current conference is that it is a place
of discussion, and in fact the Chinese delegation has already
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sented our minimum proposal. Speciycally, that the nineteen
countries should issue a joint statement indicating a common
desire to achieve the peaceful settlement of the Korean issue
on the basis of establishing a uniyed, independent, and demo-
cratic country of Korea. | pointed out that if they rejected this
proposal, their rejection of negotiations could only have an
unfavorable effect on future international conferences. This
minimum proposal obviously threw our counterparts into con-
fusion. After debating back and forth [among themselves], the
Belgian delegate stated that he was not opposed to the spirit
of my proposal and was ready to accept it. Eden agreed with
the Belgian delegateds statement and asked the delegations if
he could conclude that the conference had already accepted
Chinads proposal. Nobody was responding at the time. Smith
panicked and immediately took the poor himself with a state-
ment against us. Eden then reversed himself and said that the
conference had no procedure for voting. He pointed out that
the conference would not be able to reach agreement on any
of the proposals, and it was only possible to note the proposals
as part of the record of the conference. | immediately praised
the Belgian delegatets spirit of conciliation and said that it
was also worth noting that Chairman Eden asked the delega-
tions to consent to Chinads last proposal. At the same time, |
criticized the opposition and obstruction of the US delegation
and pointed out how the US delegation had been preventing
the Geneva Conference from being able to arrive at even a
minimal agreement. At the end Eden declared that the con-
ference would note all proposals and statements as part of
the record and that the meeting was adjourned. In sum, the
Soviet, Korean, and Chinese delegationsd repeated efforts dis-
rupted our counterpartst arrangement and completely exposed
Americabs decision to sabotage the conference.

(3) At this point the sessions on the Korean issue ended. We
are considering whether or not the Soviet Union, the DPRK,
and China, the three countries of our side, should issue a joint
statement or issue statements separately after we return to our
countries summarizing the discussions on the Korean issue
at the Geneva Conference and explaining them to the whole
world.

Zhou Enlai
17 June 1954

46



Cold War International History Project Bulletin, Issue 16

[ N N

e 40

Minutes, Meeting between Zhou Enlai and the Australian
Minister for External Affairs, Richard Casey (Summary),
18 June 1954

[Source: PRCFMA 206- 00008-07; P1-4. Obtained by
CWIHP and translated for CWIHP by Chen Zhihong.]

Time: 18 June 1954, 12:00 p.m. to 12:45 p.m.

Attendees on the Chinese side: Zhou Enlai, [PRC Foreign
Ministry American and Australian Affairs Department
Director] Ke Bainian, Pu Shouchang (interpreter)
Attendees on the Australian side: Casey, Lauren (staff of
the Australian legation at Saigon)

1. Regarding the Korean issue:

Casey yrst assured us that he had never thought about
excluding China in the future from the discussions on the
Korean issue. He then said that the Korean issue is currently
a mess. It therefore proved difycult for such a big confer-
ence as this one to solve the problem. He said that he origi-
nally thought that even if North and South Korea could not
be uniyed shortly, at least some temporary measures could
be taken. For example, [measures on the issues of] trade,
communication, and so on between the North and the South.
However, now the North and the South are like oil and water
[and] do not mix.

Foreign Minister Zhou said we also hope that the North
and South will not continue yghting each other. Instead, we
want them to get closer. However, as Mr. Casey knows, South
Koreabs attitude is very unreasonable on these issues. After
the sixteen countries published the joint declaration, the South
Korean delegation immediately made a statement saying that
it would no longer be restrained by the Korean War Armistice
Agreement. This statement not only embarrassed the other
members of the sixteen countries but even Smith.

Casey said that that was right and they were very angry
about that, too.

2. Regarding the issues of the recognition of China and the
United Nations

Casey said that currently there were still various difycul-
ties to overcome. Therefore, it was still too early to discuss
the issues of recognition and the United Nations. He said that
he believes that Foreign Minister Zhou understands political
issues and other issues in the world.

Foreign Minister Zhou said: It does not matter. However, Mr.
Casey should know that we have complaints about these issues.

Casey asked, what did you mean by ficomplainto?

Foreign Minister Zhou said that China was deprived of
the authority and status to which it was entitled at the United
Nations.

Casey said that, nevertheless, the improvement of Sino-
British relations achieved at this time was very proytable. If
[we] take a little bit longer, and use time to ¢heal,6 [I] believe
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that the situation will get better. He said, he understands that
the Chinese people know about “the time cure.”

Foreign Minister Zhou said that the improvement of Sino-
British relations was an achievement. | believe that it can also
help to deepen the understanding of the countries of the British
Commonwealth toward China through the improvement of
Sino-British relations. Mr. Casey just said that the Chinese
people know about the dtime cure,6 this means that Mr. Casey
has some understanding of the Chinese people.

Casey said that he believes that the improvement of Sino-
British relations will deepen the understanding of the countries
of the British Commonwealth toward China as well.

3. The Indochina issue.

Casey said that as far as he knows the discussion on the
Indochina issue made progress because of Foreign Minister
Zhouts proposals.

Foreign Minister Zhou briepy repeated to Casey what he
had discussed with Eden. For example, [we] hope that Laos
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yve years. The Peopleds Republic of China will not conduct an
invasion, nor should Mr. Casey have any doubts about that.

Casey said that he was glad to hear that. He also said that he
believed that it will not be difycult for both sides to reach an
agreement as long as China does not establish military bases.

Foreign Minister Zhou asked: Did you mean that if China
establishes military bases in Indochina? How could China go
to Indochina and establish military bases there? We believe
that no foreign countries should establish military bases in
Indochina.

Casey said that what he just meant was that China should
not establish military bases inside the Chinese territory near
Indochina. Then he said, they [the Western nations], including
Australia, establish military bases for the purpose of defense,
not aggression. However, it was probably difycult for Foreign
Minister Zhou to accept this explanation.

Foreign Minister Zhou said, it will be difycult for us to
imagine that Australia would go and establish military bases
everywhere alone if the United States had not established mili-
tary bases in the western Paciyc Ocean and all over Asia. We
believe that only the military bases established in our own
countries can be called defensive ones. Military bases estab-
lished in other countriesd territories are for aggressive reasons.
This is our deynition.

Casey said, you should not think that the United States is
that bad.

Foreign Minister Zhou said, it is the United States that has
been taking a hostile attitude towards us for the past yve years.
Foreign Minister Zhou continued, although Mr. Casey and |
can discuss all other issues, we have different understandings
of the United States. However, this will not affect relations
between China and Australia.

2. 0.0 ¢
e ' ' _4

Telegram, CCP Central Committee to Zhou Enlai,
Concerning the Meeting at Nanning, 20 June 1954, 11:00
p.m.

[Source: PRCFMA 206-Y0050. Obtained by CWIHP and
translated for CWIHP by Chen Zhihong.]

Comrade Enlai:
Your telegram of 3:00 p.m., 20 June has been received.

(1)
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(VWP)] Truong Chinh and [General] Vo Nguyen Giap, as
well as Comrades [Chief PRC advisor to the VWP] Luo
Guibo and Wei Guoging to discuss the situation related to
the negotiation and the question of the division of zones,
so that consensus will be reached and that progress will be
made in the negotiations at Geneva. We are of the opinion
that this meeting is necessary, and we 