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from my head? The tag was removed after
[China] decided to resist America[in Korea]
and came to [North] Korea’s aid and when
[we] dealt the US imperialists a blow.

The Wang Ming linéwas in fact Stalin’s
line. It ended up destroying ninety percent
of our strength in our bases, and one hundred
percent of [our strength] in the white aréas.
Comrade [Liu] Shao§ipointed this out in
his report to the Eighth [Party] Congréss.
Why, then, did he not openly attribute [the
losses]tothe [impact of] Stalin’s line? There
is an explanation. The Soviet Party itself
could criticize Stalin; but it would be inap-
propriate for us to criticize him. We should
maintain a good relationship with the Soviet
Union. Maybe [we] could make our criti-
cism public sometime in the future. It hasto
be that way in today’s world, because facts
are facts. The Comintern made numerous
mistakes in the past. Its early and late stages
were not so bad, but its middle stage was not
so good: it was all right when Lenin was
alive and when [Georgii] Dimitrov was in
charge?! The first Wang Ming line domi-
nated [our party] for four years, and the
Chinese revolution suffered the biggest
losses® Wang Ming is now in Moscow tak-
ing a sick leave, but still we are going to elect
him to be a member of the party’s Central
Committee. He indeed is an instructor for
our party; he is a professor, an invaluable
one who could not be purchased by money.
He has taught the whole party, so that it
would not follow his line.

That was the first time when we got the
worst of Stalin.

The second time was during the anti-
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them, it would be a bewildering thing if remains the most fearsome [for the imperial-
socialism could be builtin China! Look out,ists] whereas China is merely the second.
[they warn]. China might become an impeWhat they are afraid of is our politics and that
rialist country—to follow America, Britain, we may have an enormous impact in Asia.
and France to become the fourth imperialisthat is why they keep spreading the words
country! At present China has little industhat China will be out of control and will
try, thus is in no position [to be an imperialinvade others, so on and so forth.

ist country]; but [China] will become formi- We have been very cautious and mod-
dable inone hundred years! Chinggis KHan est, trying to overcome arrogance but adher-
might be brought to life; consequently Euing to the “Five Principles* We know we
rope would suffer again, and Yugoslavidave been bullied in the past; we understand
might be conquered! The “Yellow Peril” how it feels to be bullied. You would have
must be prevented! had the same feeling, wouldn’t you?

There is absolutely no groundforthisto  China’s future hinges upon socialism. It
happen! The CCP is a Marxist-Leniniswill take fifty or even one hundred years to
Party. The Chinese people are peace-lovirigrn Chinainto a wealthy and powerful coun-
people. We believe that aggression is y. Now no [formidable] blocking force
crime, therefore, we will never seize aninclstands in China’'s way. China is a huge
of territory or a piece of grass from otherscountry with a population of one fourth of
We love peace and we are Marxists. that of the world. Nevertheless, her contribu-

We oppose great power politics in intion to the world is yet to be compatible with
ternational relations. Although our industryher population size, and this situation will
is small, all things considered, we can bbhave to change, although my generation and
regarded as a big power. Hence some peogeen my son’s generation may not see the
[in China] begin to be cocky. We then warrchange taking place. How it will change in
them: “Lower your heads and act with youthe future depends on how [China] develops.
tails tucked between your legs.” When China may make mistakes or become cor-
was little, my mother often taught me taupt; the current good situation may take a
behave “with tails tucked between legs.bad turnand, then, the bad situation may take
This is a correct teaching and now | oftem goodturn. There can be little doubt, though,
mention it to my comrades. that even if [China’s] situation takes a bad

Domestically, we oppose Pan-turn,itmay notbecome asdecadenta society
Hanisml2because this tendency is harmfus that of Jiang Jieshi’'s. This anticipation is
to the unity of all ethnic groups.based on dialectics. Affirmation, negation,
Hegemonism and Pan-Hanism both are seand, then, negation of negation. The path in
tarianism. Those who have hegemoniouke future is bound to be tortuous.
tendencies only care about their own inter-  Corruption, bureaucracy, hegemonism,
ests but ignore others’, whereas those Paand arrogance all may take effect in China.
Hanists only care about the Han people artdowever, the Chinese people are inclined to
regard the Han people as superior to otheflse modest and willing to learn from others.
thus damaging [the interests of] all the miOne explanation is that we have little “capi-
norities. tal” at our disposal: first, we did not invent

Some people have asserted in the pdgtarxism which we learned from others; sec-
that China has no intention to be friendend, we did notexperience the October Revo-
with other countries, but wants to split withlution and our revolution did not achieve
the Soviet Union, thus becoming a troublevictory until 1949, some thirty-two years
maker. Now, however, this kind of peoplefter the October Revolution; third, we were
shrinks to only a handful in the socialisonly a branch army, not a main force, during
countries; their number has been reducate Second World War; fourth, with little
since the War to Resist America and Assishodern industry, we merely have agriculture
Koreal3 It is, however, a totally different and some shabby, tattered handicrafts. Al-
thing for the imperialists: the stronger Chinghough there are some people among us who
becomes, the more scared they will beappear to be cocky, they are in no position to
They also understand that China is not thée cocky; at most, [they can merely show]
terrifying as long as China has no advancetieir tails one or two meters high. But we
industry, and as long as China continues toust prevent this from goctober R-Up_Line<</B 82.0014 /J 1 >>aee Sef6 /J /J 1
rely on human power. The Soviet Union
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could this be? Taking the office of the first
secretary can also become a source for being
blinded by lust for gain, making it easy for
one to be out of one’s mind. Whenever one
is out of his mind, there must be a way to
bring him back to his senses. This time
Comrade [Zhou] Enlai no longer maintained
a modest attitude but quarreled with them
and, of course, they argued back. This is a
correct attitude, because itis always better to
make every [controversial] issue clear face
to face. As much as they intend to influence
us, we wantto influence themtoo. However,
we did not unveil everything this time, be-
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(2) About Sino-Soviet relations. Fac-
ing a [common] grave enemy, the Soviet
comrades have ardent expectations about
Sino-Soviet unity. However, in my opin-
ion, the Soviet leaders have not been truly
convinced by our argument; nor have the
differences between us disappeared com-
pletely. For instance, many leaders of the
Soviet Communist Party toasted and praised
our article “Another Comment on the His-
torical Lessons of the Proletarian Dictator-
ship.”29 Theirthree top leaders (Khrushchev,
Bulganin, and Mikoyan), however, have
never mentioned a word of it. Moreover,
when we discussed with them the part of the
article concerning criticism of Stalin, they
said that this was what made them dis-
pleased (or put them in a difficult position,
| can't remember the exact words). . . .
Therefore, | believe that some of the Soviet
leaders have revealed a utilitarian attitude
toward Sino-Sovietrelations. Consequently,
at the last day’s meeting, | decided not to
raise our requests concerning the abolition
of the long-term supply and purchase con-
tracts for the Five-Year Plan, the [Soviet]
experts, and [Soviet] aid and [Sino-Soviet]
collaboration on nuclear energy and missile
development. About these issues | didn't
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central leadership discusses it. This issugbtain [them] simply by sending a cable [to
must be settled through an agreement bktoscow].
tween the two governments. Well, your navy’s nuclear submarines

Peng [Dehuai] ought to pay attention tare of a [top] secret advanced technology.
the section about the conversation wherghe Chinese people are careless in handling
Mao has added some comments. things. If we are provided with them, we

Il might put you to trouble.

China must shoulder the responsibility =~ The Soviet comrades have won victory
of capital investment for this radio statio for forty years, and are thus rich in experi-
China is duty-bound in this cag@Ve] may ence. It has only been eight years since our
have to ask for Soviet comrades’ help witkictory and we have little experience. You
regard to construction and equipment, butherefore raised the question of joint owner-
all the costs must be priced and paid in casship and operation. The issue of ownership
by us. [We] may share its use after it idras long before been dealt with: Lenin pro-
constructedwhich ought to be determinedposed the system of rent and lease which,
by an agreement between the two goverfowever, was targeted at the capitalists.
ments33 This is China’s position, not purely China has some remnant capitalists, but
the position of miné4 the state is under the leadership of the Com-

munist Party. You never trust the Chinese!
6. Minutes, Conversation between Mao You only trust the Russians! [To you] the
Zedong and Ambassador Yudin, 22 July Russians are the first-class [people] whereas

19585 the Chinese are among the inferior who are
SourceMao Zedong Waijiao Wenxng22- dumb and careless. Therefore [you] came
333 up with the joint ownership and operation

proposition. Well, if [you] want joint own-
After you left yesterday | could not fall ership and operation, how about have them
asleep, nor did | have dinner. Today | invitall—let us turn into joint ownership and
you over to talk a bit more so that you can beperation our army, navy, air force, indus-
[my] doctor: [after talking with you], | might try, agriculture, culture, education. Can we
be able to eat and sleep this afternoon. Yalo this? Or, [you] may have all of China’s
are fortunate to have little difficulty in eating
and sleeping.
Let us return to the main subject and
chat about the issues we discussed yester-
day. We will only talk about these issues
here in this room! There exists no crisis
situation between you and me. Our relation-
ship can be described as: nine out of ten
fingers of yours and ours are quite the same
with only one finger differing. | have re-
peated this point two or three times. You
haven't forgotten, have you?
I've thought over and again of the issues
that were discussed yesterday. It is likely
that | might have misunderstood you, but it
is also possible that | was right. We may
work out a solution after discussion or de-
bate. It appears that [we] will have to with-
draw [our] navy’s request for [obtaining]
nuclear-powered submarines [from the So-
viet Union]. Barely remembering this mat-
ter, | have acquired some information about
it only after asking othe$. There are some
warmhearted people at our navy's head-
guarters, namely, the Soviet advisers. They
asserted that, now that the Soviet nuclear
submarines have been developed, we can
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ences. We will comply with the commonly
accepted principles, especially the nine prin-
ciples stated in the “Moscow ManifesttP”
We ought to learn from all the experiences
whether they are correct or erroneous. The
erroneous lessons included Stalin’'s meta-
physics and dogmatism. He was not totally
metaphysical because he had acquired some
dialectics in thinking; but a large part of his
[thoughts] focused on metaphysics. What
you termed as the cult of personality was
one [example of his metaphysics]. Stalin
loved to assume the greatest airs.

Although we support the Soviet Union,
we won't endorse its mistakes. As for [the
differences over] the issue of peaceful evo-
lution, we have never openly discussed [these
differences], nor have we published [them]
in the newspapers. Cautious as we have
been, we choose to exchange different opin-
ions internally. | had discussed them with
you before | went to Moscow. While in
Moscow, [we assigned] Deng Xiaoping to
raise five [controversial] issues. We won't
openly talk about them even in the future,
because our doing so would hurt Comrade
Khrushchev’s [political position]. In order
to help consolidate his [Khrushchev's] lead-
ership, we decided not to talk about these
[controversies], although it does not mean
that the justice is not on our side.

With regard to inter-governmental re-
lations, we remain united and unified up to
this date which even our adversaries have
conceded. We are opposed to any [act] that
is harmful to the Soviet Union. We have
objected to all the major criticism that the
revisionists and imperialists have massed
against the Soviet Union. The Soviet Union
has so far done the same thing [for us].

When did the Soviets begin to trust us
Chinese? Atthe time when [we] entered the
Korean War. From then on, the two coun-
tries got closer to one another [than before]
and as a result, the 156 aid projects came
about. When Stalin was alive, the [Soviet]
aid consisted of 141 projects. Comrade
Khrushchev later added a few mdte.

We have held no secrets from you.
Because more than one thousand of your
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mentioned to Comrade Yudin many times:
if not ten thousand times, at least one thou-
sand times!

With some exceptions, though, most of
the [Soviet] specialists are of a good quality.
We have also made mistakes before: we did
not take the initiative to pass on information
to the Soviet comrades. Now we must cor-
reTt cor-
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It was Comrade Khrushchev who had
eliminated the four joint enterprises. Before
his death, Stalin demanded the right to build
a plant to manufacture canned food in our
country. My response was that [we] would
accept [the demand] as long as you provide
us equipment, help us build it, and import all
the products [from us]. Comrade
Khrushchev praised me for giving [Stalin] a
good answer. But why in the world do [you
Russians] want to build a naval “coopera-
tive” now? How would you explain to the
rest of the world that you propose to build a
naval “cooperative”? How would you ex-
plain to the Chinese people? For the sake of
struggling against the imperialists, you may,
as advisers, train the Chinese people. Oth-
erwise, you would have to lease Lushun and
other [ports] for ninety-nine years; but your
“cooperative” proposal involves the ques-
tion of ownership, as you propose that each
side will own fifty percent of it. Yesterday
you made me so enraged that | could not
sleep at all last night. They (pointing at
other CCP leaders present) are not angry.
Only me alone! Ifthisis wrong, it will be my
sole responsibility.

(Zhou Enlai: Our Politburo has unani-
mously agreed upon these points.)

If we fail to get our messages through
this time, we may have to arrange another
meeting; if not, we may have to meet every
day. Still, I can go to Moscow to speak to
Comrade Khrushchev; or we caninvite Com-
rade Khrushchev to come to Beijing so as to
clarify every issue.

(Peng Dehuai: This year Soviet De-
fense Minister Malinovsky cabled me re-
guesting to build a long-wave radio station
along China’s coast to direct the [Soviet]
submarine flotilla in the Pacific Ocean. As
the project will cost a total of 110 million
rubles, the Soviet Union will cover 70 mil-
lion and China will pay 40 millior?y
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strength up to more than ninety percent. Atim try his method! As a result, his trial
the critical junctures [of our revolution], heachieved a remarkable success which has
wanted to hold us back and opposed olmrecome a first-rate, world-class scientific
revolution. Even after [we] achieved vic-invention.
tory, he remained doubtful about us. Atthe |have never metwith Comrade Xining,
same time, he boasted that it was becauseuft | have talked to many cadres who partici-
the direction of his theories that China'pated in the construction of the Yangtze
[revolution] succeeded. [We] mustdo awayridge. They all told me that Comrade
with any superstition about him. Before IXining was a very good comrade because he
die, | am prepared to write an article on whabok part in every part of the work, adopted
Stalin had done to China, which is to ba very pleasant working style, and worked
published in one thousand years. very closely with the Chinese comrades.
(Yudin: The Soviet central leadership’sWhen the bridge was built, the Chinese
attitude toward the policies of the Chineseomrades had learned a great deal [from
central leadership is: it is completely up tdim]. Any of you who knows him person-
the Chinese comrades how to resolve thadly please convey my regards to him.
Chinese problems, because it is the Chinese Please do not create any tensions among
comrades who understand the situation begihe specialists regarding the relations be-
Moreover, we maintain that it is hasty andween our two parties and two countries. |
arrogant to judge and assess whether or nwver advocate that. Our cooperation has
the CCP’s policies are correct, for the CCRBovered a large ground and is by far very
is a great party.) satisfactory. You ought to make this point
Well, [we] can only say that we haveclear to your embassy staff members and
been basically correct. | myself have comyour experts so that they will not panic when
mitted errors before. Because of my mighey hear that Comrade Mao Zedong criti-
takes, [we] had suffered setbacks, of whicbized [Soviet leaders].
examplesincluded Changsha, Tucheng, and | have long before wanted to talk about
two other campaigr®. | will be very con- some of these issues. However, it has not
tentif | am refuted as being basically correcteen appropriate to talk about them because
because such an assessment is close to réfaé incidents in Poland and Hungary put
ity. your [leadership] in political trouble. For
Whether a[joint] submarine flotillawill instance, we then did not feel it right to talk
be built is a policy issue: only China is in aaboutthe problem concerning the experts [in
position to decide whether we should builcChina].
itwith your assistance oritshould be “jointly ~ Even Stalin did improve himself: he let
owned.” Comrade Khrushchev ought teChina and the Soviet Union sign the [alli-
cometo China [to discuss this issue] becaus@ace] treaty, supported [us] during the Ko-
| have already visited him [in Moscow]. rean War, and provided [us] with a total of
[We] should by no means have blindL41 aid projects. Certainly these achieve-
faith in [authorities]. For instance, one ofments did not belong to him but to the entire
your specialists asserted on the basis ofSoviet central leadership. Nevertheless, we
book written by one [of your] academy scholdo not want to exaggerate Stalin’s mistakes.
ars that our coal from Shanxi [province]
cannot be turned into coke. Well, such an Part lll. China’s Request for Soviet
assertion has despaired us: we therefore Military and Material Support 48
would have no coal which can be turned into
coke, for Shanxi has the largest coal deposift Memorandum, Chen Yunto N. A.
Comrade Xining [transliteration], a So-Bulganin, 12 December 1956
viet specialist who helped us build theSource: fond 100 (1957), op. 50,8 /J 12gT*(aboutc42randumTf 1201 /BDC 1.2 TL T*(Chin
Yangtze River Bridge [in Wuhan], is a very
good comrade. His bridge-building method
has never been utilized in your country:
[you] never allowed him to try his method,
either to build a big or medium or even small
sized bridge. When he came here, however,
his explanation of his method sounded all
right. Since we knew little about it, [we] let
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jointly construct a high-power long-wave ra-
dio transmission center and a long-wave radio
receiving station specially designed for long
distance communication. In terms of the fund
that is needed for the construction of the two
stations, the Soviet Union will cover the larger
portion (70%), and China will cover the smaller
portion (30%).
The leaders in Beijing immediately considered this a
matter related to China’s sovereignty and integrity.
Therefore, they wanted to pay all the expenses and to
have exclusive ownership over the stations. (Source:
Han Nianlong et alDangdai zhongguo waij@Con-
temporary Chinese Diplomacy] (Beijing: Chinese So-
cial Science Press, 1989), 112-113.)
31. Mao Zedong made these remarks on Peng Dehuai’s
report of 5 June 1958. See the previous document.
32. Lin Biao was then a newly elected vice chairman of
the CCP Central Committee and China’s vice premier;
Chen Yun was then vice chairman of the CCP Central
Committee, and China’s vice premier in charge of
financial and economic affairs; Peng Zhen was a mem-
ber of the CCP Politburo and mayor of Beijing; Chen Yi
was a member of the CCP Politburo, China’s vice
premier, and newly appointed foreign minister (starting
ee,765/J 1 >>BDC-0.115 Tw 1l.ebrujingent.B 655.0282 /J 1 >> BDC 0.06 Tw482nsmi6T*(report of 5 June 1958. See t33. Word(dist</B 496)ics Up_j Edtwo)byn P
portion d ne4ly appointed forB 65: <</2ly ce<</B 59gEMC n568. agre</Bj EMC /Touch-Up5725 /J 1 >> BDC -0.111 Tw (ci.5967 T*(portion d 0d China’s vice p_
portion ivT*(made these remarke<<//Touch-pur</Bs/Touchequip568. it cannot -Uodu.0765 /J 1 >> BDC -0.115 Tw 280.6531C(matter reland 0 al.)Tj-0.016 Tc rom
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MAQO’S CONVERSATIONS
continued from page 157
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with slogans “about a stable union with theontinued to believe more in the power opeople asked us whether a treaty of the
Guomintang,” etc. the Guomintang than of the CommunisUSSR with the new China will be signed,
As a result of the serious ideologicaParty. In 1945 he insisted on peace wittvhy until now legally there continues to
struggle and the great explanatory work foldiang Jieshi's [Chiang Kai-shek’s] supportexist a treaty with the supporters of the
lowing the 7th Congress of the Communistrs, on a united front with the Guomintangsuomintang, etc. The issue of the treaty was
Party, especially in the last four years, thand the creation in China of a “democratian extremely important matter for us, which
majority of Communists who made left orrepublic.” In particular, in 1945 the CC CPQletermined the possibilities for the further
right errors acknowledged their guilt. Varreceived a secret telegram, for some reasdevelopment of the PRC. At the first con-
Minh at the 7th Congress also wrote a lettén the name of the “RCP(b)” (in fact fromversation with Stalin, Mao Zedong said, |
with acknowledgement of his mistakes, howsStalin), in which it was insisted that Maobroughta proposalto conclude atreaty along
ever he then once again returned to his oltedong travel to Chuntsin for negotiationgiovernment lines, but Stalin declined to an-
positions. All of the former activity of Van with Jiang Jieshi. The CC CPC was againstver. During the second conversation |
Minh, Mao Zedong said, which was carriedhis journey, since a provocation from Jiangeturned once again to that issue, showing
out under the direct leadership of thdieshi's side was expected. However, safgtalin a telegram from the CC CPC with the
Comintern and Stalin, inflicted a seriousMao Zedong, | was required to go sinceame type of proposal about a treaty. |
loss to the Chinese revolution. Stalin had insisted on this. In 1947, when theroposed to summon Zhou Enlai to Moscow
Characterizing the Comintern’s activ-armed struggle against the forces of Jiartg sign the treaty, since he is the Minister of
ity overall, Mao Zedong noted that whileJieshiwas atits height, when our forces welgoreign Affairs. Stalin used this suggestion
Lenin was alive he had played the mogin the brink of victory, Stalin insisted thatas a pretext for refusal and said that “it is
prominentrolein bringing together the forcepeace be made with Jiang Jieshi, since rconvenient to act in this way, since the
of the Communist movement, in the creatiodoubted the forces of the Chinese revolbourgeois press will cry that the whole Chi-
and consolidation of the Communist partieon. This lack of belief remained in Stalinnese government is located in Moscow.”
in various countries, in the fight with theeven during the first stages of the formatioSubsequently, Stalin refrained from any
opportunists from the Second Internationabf the PRC, i.e. already after the victory ofmeetings with me. From my side there was
But that had been a short period in théhe revolution. It is possible that Stalin’san attemptto phone himin his apartment, but
activity of the Comintern. Consequently, tdack of trust and suspiciousness were caus#tey responded to me that Stalin is not home,
the Comintern came “officials” like Zinoviev, by the Yugoslavian events, particularly sincand recommended that | meet with [A.l.]
Bukharin, Piatnitskii and others, who as faat that time, said Mao Zedong with a certaiMikoyan. Allthis offended me, Mao Zedong
as China was concerned, trusted Van Mintlisappointment, many conversations toogaid, and | decided to undertake nothing
more than the CC CPC. Inthe last period gflace to the effect that the Chinese Commdurther and to wait it out at the dacha. Then
the Comintern’s work, especially whennist Party was going along the Yugoslaan unpleasant conversation took place with
Dimitrov worked there, certain movementgath, that Mao Zedong is a “Chinese Tito.[l.V.] Kovalev and [N.T.] Fedorenko, who
were noticed, since Dimitrov depended ohtold Mao Zedong that there were no sucproposed that | go on an excursion around
us and trusted the CC CPC, rather than Vamoods and conversations in our Party.  the country. | sharply rejected this proposal
Minh. However, in this period as well, not  The bourgeois press around the worldgnd responded that | prefer “to sleep through
just a few mistakes were made by theontinued Mao Zedong, particularly therightt at the dacha.”
Comintern, for example, the dissolution ofocialists, had taken up the version of Sometime later, continued Mao Zedong,
the Polish Communist Party and others. IfChina’s third way,” and extolled it. Atthat they handed me a draft of my interview for
this way, said Mao Zedong, it is possible ttime, noted Mao Zedong, Stalin, evidentlypublication which had been signed by Stalin.
discern three periods in the activity of thalid not believe us, while the bourgoisie anth this document it was reported that nego-
Comintern, of which the second, longediaborites sustained the illusion of thdiations are being held in Moscow on con-
period, brought the biggest loss to the Chi*Yugoslav path of China,” and only Jiangcluding a Soviet-Chinese treaty. This al-
nese revolution. Moreover, unfortunatelyJieshialone “defended” Mao Zedong, shriekready was a significant step forward. It is
precisely in this period the Comintern dealing that the capitalist powers should not ipossible that in Stalin’s change of position,
most of all with the East. We can sayny circumstance believe Mao Zedong, thaaid Mao Zedong, we were helped by the
directly, commented Mao Zedong, that théhe will not turn from his path,” etc. This Indians and the English, who had recog-
defeat of the Chinese revolution at that timbehavior of Jiang Jieshi is understandablejzed the PRC in January 1950. Negotia-
was, right along with other reasons, also thgince he knows us too well, he more thations began right after this, in which
result of the incorrect, mistaken actions obnce had to stand in confrontation to us andalenkov, Molotov, Mikoyan, Bulganin,
the Comintern. Therefore, speaking openlyo fight with us. Kaganovich and Beria took part. During the
noted Mao Zedong, we were satisfied when The distrust of Stalin to the CPC, Mamegotiations, at Stalin’s initiative there was
we found out about the dissolution of th&edong continued further, was apparent alamdertaken an attempt by the Soviet Union
Comintern. during the time of Mao Zedong's visit to theto assume sole ownership of the Chinese
In the last period, continued MaoSoviet Union. One of our main goals for th&€hangchun (i.e. Harbin) Railway. Subse-
Zedong, Stalin also incorrectly evaluatedrip to Moscow was the conclusion of aquently, however, adecision was made about
the situation in China and the possibilitie€hinese-Soviet treaty on friendship, coopthe joint exploitation of the Chinese
for the development of the revolution. Heeration and mutual assistance. The Chine&dhangchun (i.e. Harbin) Railway, besides
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which the PRC gave the USSR the naval
base in Port Arthur, and four joint stock
companies were openedin China. At Stalin’s
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the creation of the PRC we undertook this topic and getting greatly carried away
further struggle with this ugly manifesta-briefly touched on a few philosophical ques-
tion. It is entirely evident, continued Mactions (about the struggle of materialism with
Zedong, that according to the logic of thing&lealism, etc.). In particular he stressed that
during a beating the one who is being beatétis incorrect to imagine to oneself Commu-
begins to give false testimony, while the onaist society as a society which is free from
who is conducting the interrogation acceptany sort of contradictions, from ideological
that testimony as truth. This and other vestruggle, from any sort of vestiges of the
tiges which have come to us from the boumpast. In a Communist society too, said Mao
geois past, will still for a long time be pre-Zedong, there will be good and bad people.
served in the consciousness of people. Burther he said that the ideological work of
striving for pomposity, for ostentatiousnessChina still to a significant extent suffers
for broad anniversary celebrations, this iffom a spirit of pufferyjnachetnichestja
also a vestige of the psychology of bourand cliches. The Chinese press, in particu-
geois man, since such customs and suldr, still cannotanswer to the demands which
psychology objectively could not ariseare presented to it. On the pages of the
among the poorest peasantry and the workewspapers the struggle of opinions is lack-
ing class. The presence of these and otheg, there are no serious theoretical discus-
circumstances, said Mao Zedong, creatssons. Because of insufficient time Mao
the conditions for the arising of those oZedong expressed a wish to meet with me
other mistakes with which the Communistgain to talk a little specifically about issues
parties will have to deal. of philosophy.

| observed that the main reason for Attheend ofthe discussion linquired of
Stalin’s mistakes was the cult of personalitylao Zedong whether he had become ac-
bordering on deification. guainted with te Pravdaeditorial about the

Mao Zedong, having agreed with meharm of the cult of personality, a translation
noted that Stalin’'s mistakes accumulatedf which was placed inrHenmin Ribaopn
gradually, from small ones growing to hug&0 March. He responded that he still had not
ones. To crown all this, he did not acknowlmanaged to read through that article, but
edge his own mistakes, although it is welhey had told him that it is a very good
known that it is characteristic of a person tarticle. Now, said Mao Zedong, we are
make mistakes. Mao Zedong told howpreparing for publicatiomiRenmin Ribaa
reviewing Lenin’s manuscripts, he had be-
come convinced of the fact that even Lenin
crossed out and re-wrote some phrases or
other in his own works. In conclusion to his
characterization of Stalin, Mao Zedong once
again stressed that Stalin had made mistakes
not in everything, but on some certain is-
sues.

Overall, he stressed that the materials
fromthe Congress made a strong impression
on him. The spirit of criticism and self-
criticism ard the atmosphere which was
created after the Congress will help us, he
said, to express our thoughts more freely on
a range of issues. It is good that the CPSU
has posed all these issues. For us, said Mao
Zedong, it would be difficult to take the
initiative on this matter.

Mao Zedong declared that he proposes
to continue in the future the exchange of
opinions on these issues during Comrade
Mikoyan'’s visit, and also at a convenient
time with Comrades Khrushchev and
Bulganin.

Then Mao Zedong got distracted from



CoLb WAR INTERNATIONAL HisTORY PROJECTBULLETIN

168

ing much less than before. Though - Magbefore they are adopted) of the most impor-
Zedong went on - | mostly work 8 hours dant party and state conferences and meet-
day (sometimes more), the productivity isngs.

not the same as it used to be. His compre- Mao Zedong agreed with my statement,
hension of the material studied is less effe¢hat in spite of a certain redistribution of
tive, and the necessity arose [for him] t@uthority between the CPC CC leaders he
read documents printed in large charadMao Zedong) still has great responsibilities
ters.” He mentioned in this connection thain the leadership of the party and the country.
“this must be a general rule that people dfie said that he still often has to work at night.
advanced age are in an unequal position tdhe principal workload is connected with
the young as regards the efficiency of thethe reading of numerous documents and ma-
work.” terials.” Twice a day, for instance, he said,

Mao Zedong then emphasized that hi%hey bring me two big volumes of routine
resignation from the post of the Chairman ahformation on international affairs, which
the PRC had lessened the load of stat# course it is necessary to look through to
activities on him. Speaking about this hé&eep updated, not to lose contact with life.”
mentioned that at the time when he had Inthe course of the conversation | men-
submitted this proposal he had been sutioned that the rapidly developing interna-
ported only by the Politburo members, whildional affairs demand constant attention and
many members of the CPC CC had oltimely analysis. | stressed the outstanding
jected. “There was even more disagreemesignificance of the Moscow Conference
among the rank and file communists.” Bywhere the recentinternational developments
now, he said, everybody was supporting thisere submitted to deep Marxist-Leninist
decision. analysis.

As he continued talking about hiswork ~ Mao Zedong agreed with this statement
and the activities of the leadership of thand quickly responded to the topic, saying:
CPC CC, Mao Zedong said that for severdlThe Moscow Conference was a success, it
years, practically from 1953-54 he was notvas thoroughly prepared, and the editing
chairing the Politbureau meetings any morecommission, which included the representa-
He said that from 1956 Liu Shaoqi is intives of 26 parties, worked fruitfully.” For-
charge of all the routine activities of theeign representatives, he went on, are often
Politbureau, while he is taking part in somg@uzzled and ask why was the conference so
of the meetings from time to time. Maolong. Mao Zedong said that they apparently
Zedong mentioned that he personally ido not have a full understanding of the real
usually working and consulting mostly withsituation when it took more than 10 days for
the members of the Permanent Committezach of the representatives of 81 parties to
of the CPC CC Politbureau. Sometimedeliver his speech. Then there were repeated
specially invited persons also take part ispeeches, not to mention the work on the
the meetings of the Permanent Committedocuments themselves. He stated: “Itis very

Then Mao Zedong told that on someyood that there were arguments and discus-
occasions he takes part in the enlargenesibns at the conference. This is not bad.”
Politbureau meetings. Leading party ex- Then, agreeing with my statement on
ecutives from the periphery are usually inthe deep theoretical character of the docu-
vited to these meetings, for instance thments of the Moscow Conference, Mao
secretaries and deputy secretaries of tledong added thatthese documents caused a
CPC CC bureaus from certain regions, thgreat confusion in the Western imperialist
secretaries of the CPC Provincial Commiteircles, among our common enemies.
tees. Mao Zedong said that now he practi- During the conversation | gave a brief
cally never speaks at the CPC CC Plenumeview of the work to popularize the results
and even at the CPC Congress he just deligf the Moscow Conference in the Soviet
ersashortintroductory speech. Hisresign&nion, to study the Conference’s documents
tion from the post of the Chairman of thewithin the political education network.
Republic gave him also an opportunity to  In his turn Mao Zedong told me that theTmperialist
refrain from participating in the work of the
Supreme State Conference. However, he
mentioned in this connection, | systemati-
cally study the documents and materials
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cluding some branches of heavy industry;
capital investments into the construction of
public buildings will also be cut.
In the course of the conv 1.2yo-18 /Touch-Up_Line<</B 694.0001 /J 1 >2 TL 1261.47C 0.1-88 Tw 1.8 -lbriefly invnv
In the course of the conv 1Maotion ofcrepestedlyuvy
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THE USSR FOREIGN MINISTRY'’S
APPRAISAL OF SINO-SOVIET
RELATIONS ON THE EVE OF THE
SPLIT, SEPTEMBER 1959

by Mark Kramer

In early September 1959, Soviet For-
eign Minister Andrei Gromyko instructed
the head of the Foreign Ministry’s Far East-
ern department, Mikhail Zimyanin, to pre-
pare a detailed background report on China
for Nikita Khrushchev. Khrushchev had
recently agreed to visit Beijing at the end of
September and early October to take part in
ceremonies marking the tenth anniversary
of the Communist victory in China. The
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Beijing were present, at least in some fash-
ion, as early as 1950-53.

Secord, while giving due emphasis to
problems that arose during the Stalin era,
Zimyanin also underscored the detrimental
impact of criticism unleashed by the 20th
Soviet Party Congress and by the “Hundred
Flowers” campaign in China. Zimyanin
claimed thatthe Chinese leadership had “fully
supported the CPSU’s measures to elimi-
nate the cult of personality and its conse-
guences” after the 20th Party Congress, but
he conceded that Beijing’s assessment of
Stalin was considerably “different from our
own” and that the Congress had prompted
“the Chinese friends . . . to express critical
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other East-bloc documenri& The two tran- Kovalev, a distinguished Soviet military of-nary discussions with Stalin:
scripts also do not reveal anything aboutcer who served as Stalin’s personal envoy

unpleasantincidents that may have occurred China from 1948 until the early 1950s. In
outside the formal talks. Although retro-a lengthy interview in 1992, Kovalev re-
spective accounts by aides to Stalin ancbunted the tribulations and rudeness that

Mao who took part in the meetings can b&lao had experienced during his visit:

helpful in filling in gaps, these memoirs
must be used with extreme caution, espe-
cially when they are published long after the
events they describe. Khrushchev's recol-
lections were compiled more than 15 years
after the Stalin-Mao talks; and Gromyko's,
Fedorenko’s, and Shi's accounts were writ-
ten nearly 40 years after the talks. Even if
one assumes (perhaps tenuously) that all the
memoir-writers relied on notes and docu-
ments from the period they were discussing
and depicted events as faithfully as they
could, the passage of so many yearsis bound
to cause certain failings of memdkrs.

Two important factors might lead one
to ascribe greater credibility to Fedorenkao’s
version of the Stalin-Mao relationship than
to Khrushchev's. First, Fedorenko and Shi
participated in all the private talks between
Stalin and Mao, whereas Khrushchev and
Gromyko were present at only the public

Mao was met [on 16 December] by
Bulganin and Molotov, who
brusquely turned down his invita-
tion to join him for a meal, saying
that it would be contrary to proto-
col. For the same reason, they de-
clined Mao’s invitation to ride with
him to his assigned dacha. . . . Mao
was clearly upset by the cool recep-
tion. Thatsame day, Stalinreceived
Mao Zedong, but they held no con-
fidential talks of the sort that Mao
had wanted. After that, Mao spent
numerous boring days at the dacha.
Molotov, Bulganin, and Mikoyan
stopped by to see him, but had only
very brief official conversations. |
was in touch with Mao and saw him
every day, and | was aware that he
was upset and apprehenstfe.

Fromthenon, Stalin soughtto avoid
me. | tried, for my part, to phone
Stalin’s apartment, butwas told that
he was not home and that | should
meet with Mikoyan instead. | was
offended by all this, and so | de-
cided that | would not do anything
more and would simply spend my
time resting at the dacha. Then |
had an unpleasant conversation with
Kovalev and Fedorenko, who sug-
gested that | go for a trip around the
country. | flatly rejected this pro-
posal and said that | might as well
just“go on sleeping at my dach&”

Mao revealed these “problems and difficul-
ties” to his Chinese colleagues as well, albeit
somewhat more discreetly. Inasecretspeech
at the CCP’s Chengdu conference in March
1958, Mao averred that he had been forced
into humiliating concessions by Stalin eight
years earlier:

In 1950, Stalin and | argued with

meetingst8 Second, it is conceivable that
Khrushchev was inclined to depict Stalin'Kovalev also noted that in late December,
behavior in an unduly negative light.Mao asked him to convey a formal request to
(Khrushchev may have done this sub-cortalin for another private meeting, indicating
sciously, or he may have been seeking to ldkat “the resolution of all matters, including
the “blame” on Stalin for the subsequenthe question of [Mao’s] spare time and medi-
rupture with China.) By contrast, Fedorenkeal treatment, [would] be left entirely to your
had no obvious reason by 1989 (the heigfite., Stalin’s] discretion?1 According to
of the Gorbachev era) to want to defen&ovalev, this appeal went unheeded, and “as
Stalin. One could therefore magrima before, Mao remained practically in isola-
facie case on behalf of Fedorenko’s action.” Even when Mao “retaliated by refus-
count. ing to meet with Roshchin, our ambassador
On the other hand, most of the latesib China,” it had no effect on Stalin. Kovalev
evidence tendsto support Khrushchev's aremphasized that it was “not until Zhou Enlai
Gromyko’s versions, rather thanarrived in Moscow at the end of January
Fedorenko’s. One of the most trusted aideld50 that the talks finally proceeded more
to Stalin, Vyacheslav Molotov, who re-successfully.” All this amply corroborates
mained a staunch defender of the Soviethat Khrushchev wrote.
dictator even after being ousted by Khrushchev's depiction of the Stalin-
Khrushchevin June 1957, later recalled thaflao relationship is also borne out by newly
when the Chinese delegation came to Mosleclassified testimony from another key
cow in December 1949, Mao had to waisource, namely Mao himself. In a private
many days or even weeks after his initiaineeting with the Sovietambassador to China
perfunctory meeting with Stalin until thein late March 1956, Mao spoke bitterly about
Soviet leader finally agreed to receive hinthe “ugly atmosphere” he had confronted in
againl® This corresponds precisely to whaMoscow in 1950 and about the “profound
Khrushchev said, and it is confirmed by theistrust and suspicion” that Stalin had shown
sequence of the transcripts, as noted aboveward the Chinese Communist Party (CCP)
Khrushchev’s account is further strengthleadership. Mao also recalled the “insulting”
ened by the recollections of General Ivatreatment he had suffered after his prelimi-

each other in Moscow for two
months about our mutual defense
treaty, about the Chungchang rail-
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nists took power in Beijing, but the relationprovided for subsidized credits to India oto China was quite different. The MFA

ship deteriorated sharply in the late 1950s a®me $385 million over five years. ended up with a dominant role in the prepa-
a result of differences over Tibet and the These events were still under way—andations for the trip, thanks in part to a delib-
disputed Chinese-Indian boundary in théensions along the Sino-Indian border wererate effort by Gromyko to obtain a greater
Himalayas?3 In the spring of 1959 China still acute—when Zimyanin was drafting hissay for the Foreign Ministry in policy to-

crushed a popular revolt in Tibet and dereport, so it was probably too early for him tavard China’2 When Gromyko first asked

ployed many thousands of extra troops ogauge the significance of Moscow’s deciZimyanin to prepare a briefing report on
Tibetan soil—actions that were viewed withsion to remain neutr&® Even so, it is odd China, the foreign minister knew that he
great apprehension in neighboring Indiathat he did not allude at all to the Sino-Indiamould soon be accompanying Khrushchev
Over the next few months, the Sino-Indiarconflict, particularly because it ended umn a two-week visit to the United States, a
border dispute heated up, leading to a sefiaving such a deleterious effect omask that would enable him to bolster the

ous incident in late August 1959, wherKhrushchev's visif® Foreign Ministry’s standing (as well as his
Chinese troops attacked and reoccupied a own influence) on other issues, especially
contested border post at Longju. Although Zimyanin's Report and Sino-Soviet relations. Because the time in
each side blamed the other for the incident, Soviet Policy-Making between Khrushchev's two visits in late
the clash apparently was motivated in part September was so limited, briefings for the

by the Chinese authorities’ desire to take a The submission of Zimyanin’s report toChina trip had to occur almost entirely on the
firm stand against India before KhrushcheXhrushchev was one of several indicators gflane. Gromyko was aware that the other
arrived in Beijing. asmallbutintriguing change in Soviet policysenior members of the Soviet “party-gov-
As recriminations between India andmaking vis-a-vis China. Throughout theesrnmentdelegation,”led by Mikhail Suslov,
China escalated, Chinese officials secretl¥950s the Soviet Union’s dealings with thevere scheduled to depart for China on Sep-
urged “the Soviet Union and other fraternaPRC, as with other Communist states, hag@mber 26-27, while Khrushchev and
socialist countries to exploit all possiblebeen handled mainly along party-to-partfsromyko were still in the United States.
opportunities” to “conduct propaganda mealines. A special CPSU Central Committeélence, the foreign minister knew he would
sures against India” and “expose the subvedepartment, known after February 1957 dse the only top official accompanying
sive role of imperialist and reactionary Ti-the Department for Ties with CommunisKhrushchev on the flight to Beijing on the
betan forces” armed and supported by Irend Workers’ Parties of Socialist Countries29th and 30tH3 (Gromyko, of course, also
dia$4 These pleas were of no avail. Insteadas responsible for keeping track of develntended to make good use of his privileged
of rallying to China’s defense, the Soviebpments in East-bloc countries and for maraccess to Khrushchev during the visit to, and
Union scrupulously avoided taking sidesaging relations with those countries on a dayjtight back from, the United Staté$)
during the skirmishes, and released a stat®-day basig? (Matters requiring high-level Under those circumstances, the Foreign
ment on 9 September 1959 expressing hogecisions were sent to the CPSU PresidiuMinistry’s report on China, prepared by
that China and India would soon resolve ther Secretariat.) To be sure, the Ministry oZimyanin, became the main briefing mate-
matter “in the spirit of their traditional friend- Foreign Affairs (MFA) was not excludedrial for K