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  In January 1976, during several days of negotiations in Moscow
with Kremlin leaders, U.S. Secretary of State Henry A. Kissinger
pleaded for a Soviet gesture to ease the superpower confrontation in
Angola, where the USSR’s airlift of military equipment and Cuban
troops had allowed the leftist government in Luanda to withstand an
assault by guerrilla forces backed by South Africa.  The action could
do “irreparable damage” to detente, Kissinger warned, undermining
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The Cold War International History
Project

The Cold War International History Project was established at the Woodrow Wilson International
Center for Scholars in Washington, D.C., in 1991 with the help of the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur
Foundation and receives major support from the MacArthur Foundation and the Smith Richardson
Foundation.  The Project supports the full and prompt release of historical materials by governments on
all sides of the Cold War, and seeks to disseminate new information and perspectives on Cold War
history emerging from previously inaccessible sources on “the other side”—the former Communist
bloc—through publications, fellowships, and scholarly meetings and conferences.  Within the Wilson
Center, CWIHP is under the Division of International Studies, headed by Dr. Robert S. Litwak.  The
Outgoing Director of the Cold War International History Project and Outgoing Editor of the Bulletin is
Dr. James G. Hershberg; the Incoming Director is Prof. David Wolff (Princeton University), and the
Incoming Associate Director is Christian F. Ostermann.  The project is overseen by an advisory com-
mittee chaired by Prof. William Taubman (Amherst College) and consisting of Michael Beschloss; Dr.
James Billington (Librarian of Congress); Prof. Warren I. Cohen (University of Maryland-Baltimore);
Prof. John Lewis Gaddis (Ohio University-Athens); Dr. Samuel F. Wells, Jr. (Deputy Director, Woodrow
Wilson Center); and Prof. Sharon Wolchik (George Washington University).  Readers are invited to
submit articles, documents, letters, and Update items to the Bulletin.  Publication of articles does not
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THE FALL OF DETENTE:
SOVIET-AMERICAN RELATIONS

IN THE CARTER YEARS

     Readers interested in the materials on the Cold


