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The Importance of the 
Agricultural Sector in the  
Cuban Economy
The agriculture and livestock sector plays an 
important role in the Cuban economy because of 
its direct and indirect participation in the makeup 
of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and in a more 
general sense because of the multiplier effect it has 
in the Cuban economy.

The agriculture and livestock sector is essential 
and strategic for the Cuban economy for several 
reasons. While its direct contribution to GDP 
at the end of 2009 was only 3.9%, it would be 
a mistake to base its importance on that num-
ber. Before the significant decline in agricultural 
production, the sector was contributing directly 
between 7% and 8% of GDP (see Table 1).

A significant group of industries (sugar and 
sugar derivatives, food, tobacco, beverages and 
liquor, leather, rope/string, and lumber, among 
others) depends totally or partially on prime mate-
rials supplied by the agricultural and livestock 
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About 21% of the economically active popula-
tion works in the agricultural sector. This percentage 
increases significantly, however, when related activities 
are included since a significant number of the indus-
tries already mentioned depend on raw materials pro-
vided by the sector. In reality, the family economy 
of about four million Cubans depends directly on 
the performance of agricultural activities. This shows 
another significant impact of the sector’s multiplier 
effect in the national economy.

The agricultural sector is also important from the 
point of view of energy in that it generates renew-
able, non-polluting energy through the sugar cane 
agro-industry. Sugar cane biomass is used to create 
electricity, bio-fuels, and biogas, providing significant 
economic, social, and territorial advantages. The part 
of agro-industry dedicated to bio-energy is self-sus-
taining in terms of energy, creates sufficient energy 
surpluses, and achieves positive balances in terms of 
gas emission and absorption. Studies show that sugar 
cane fields act as absorption areas; they absorb car-
bon dioxide (CO2) from the air—the primary cause 
of the greenhouse effect and global warming—and 
expel it in the form of oxygen. It is estimated that 
in one year, one hectare of sugar cane can absorb 
more than 60 tons of carbon dioxide and produce 
some 40 tons of pure oxygen, in what is known as the  
“forest effect.” 

The industry also has other linkages with vari-
ous branches of the national economy including the 
mechanical industry (machinery, implements, tools), 
light industry (clothing and shoes), and chemicals 
(agrochemicals, inner tubes, batteries, fuel). Thus, it 
also introduces dynamism through the demand side.

Economic  Transformations during 
the 1990s
The creation of the Basic Unit of Cooperative 
Production (UBPC) in late 1993 and 1994 began a 
significant process of changing the relations of produc-
tion to address a situation created by an oversized state 
enterprise. In this process, the means of production—
except for land—was sold to cooperative members, 
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various times. Some of these problems have existed 
since the creation of the UBPCs and, of course, others 
have emerged in the 15 years since. They can be sum-
marized as follows:

The UBPCs are committed to selling more •	
than 70% 4 of their basic production to the 
state procurement and distribution agency, 
Acopio, as well as a certain quantity of 
products not classified as basic production. 
The prices paid by Acopio are significantly 
lower than free market rates for agricultural 
and livestock products and in general do not 
cover costs.5

The UBPCs have their range of products, •	
quantity of production, and markets defined 
for them. 
An intermediary enterprise that groups •	
UBPCs together centralizes, guides, and 
makes decisions about what should be pro-
duced, who they should sell to and at what 
prices, what inputs they will receive, and 
what investments should be made, among 
other things. 
Resources are assigned to the UBPCs from a •	
centralized source, since there is no market 
where the producer can go to purchase inputs 
and equipment.

Category 2008 2009

Total 100.0 100.0

Goods including: 19.2

Agriculture 3.7 3.9

Fishing 0.2



4

WOODROW WILSON CENTER UPDATE ON THE AMERICAS

Nutrient 1950 1975 1980 1985 2005 2007

Calories 47 56 53 53 58 60

Protein 53 64 61 59 62 63

Animal protein - 35 31 35 43 45

Vegetable  protein - 65 69 65 71 72

Source: Based on information from several sources including Marcos M. “Algunos aspectos de las condiciones de vida del cubano antes del 
triunfo de la Revolucion (1959)” Demanda Interna No. 2. 1987; Anuarios estadístico de Cuba through 2008; and Nova A. “La agricultura en 
Cuba: evolución y trayectoria (1959–2005)”

Table 4: Agricultural Exports and Participation (in Millions of US Dollars)

Year Total
Exports

Agricultural 
Exports % Year Total

Exports
Agricultural 

Exports %

1991 2979.5 2486.4 83 2001 1621.9 797.9 49

1992 1779.4 1365.7 77 2002 1421.7 618.3 43

1993 1156.6 860.3 74 2003 1671.6 545.5 33

1994 1330.8 871.7 66 2004 2188.0 521.1 24

1995 1491.6 861.2 58 2005 2159.4 526.3 24

1996 1865.5 1124.3 60 2006 2924.5 598.6 20

1997 1819.1 1053.3 58 2007 3685.6 617.7 16

1998 1512.2 849.7 56 2008 3679.5 664.1 18

1999 1495.8 710.9 48

2000 1675.3 659.6 39

Source: Author’s construction based on Cuba’s Anuarios Estadísticos from 1996, 2002, 2005, and 2006

Table 3: Imported Component of Daily Calories and Proteins (%)
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Table 6: Production of Foods with Vegetable Origin 2004–2007 
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Table 10: Livestock Production and Indicators

Bovine U.M. 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Slaughter Mcabz 460.7 371.8 388.6 466.2 360.6 339.6 368.5 370.3

Standing weight Mt 131.7 112.1 107.7 118.4 111.3 109.5 120.7 121.5

Average weight Kg 285.8 301.6 277.2 254.0 308.5 322.3 327.5 328.1

Milk Prod MMl 400.7 429.4 362.4 322.7 371.7 411.3 482.0 535.8

Dairy Cows Mcabz 364.6 360.3 325.2 274.2 317.6 318.2 364.5 370.3

Liters/cow/day - 3.01 3.26 3.05 3.22 3.20 3.5 3.8 4.0

Total herd Mcabz 3973.7 4025.3 3942.6 3703.6 3737.1 3787.4 3821.3 3892.8

Porcine

Slaughter Mcabz 963.5 1098.8 1097.7 1161.8 1463.8 2134.5 2280.5 2107.8

Standing weight Mt 68.5 75.4 73.8 86.3 119.1 181.9 194.3 170.7

Average weight Kg 71.1 68.6 67.2 74.3 81.4 85.2 85.2 81.5

Total number Mcabz 1351.8 1335.6 1245.3 1293.3 1410.2 1502.1 1553.8 1469.2

Poultry U.M. 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Egg production MMU 1365.6 1464.4 1405.2 1727.1 1913.2 1983.7 1920.4 1931.9

Of which: layers MMU 1157.2 1262.5 1186.3 1494.6 1718.8 1760.9 1704.3 1693.6

Total layers Mcabz 4198.7 4586.5 4490.3 5711.7 7042.8 7315.9 7271.1 7100.0

Egg/layer one 275.6 275.3 264.2 261.7 244.1 240.7 234.4 239.0

Feed/10 eggs kg 1.5 1.4 1.5 1.5 1.6 1.6 1.7 1.6

Meat prod.  
(weight standing) Mt 12.9 9.5 10.1 8.6 9.3 12.0 11.1 10.6

Ovine-caprine

Meat Prod. Mt 6.847 7.301 7.783 7.781 8.042 8.897 10.3 10.5

Slaughter Mcabz 248.6 264.6 284.6 291.6 301.2 320.0 361.6 358.6

Average Weight Kg 27.5 27.5 27.3 26.6 26.6 27.8 28.0 29.0

-Not available
Mt=Millions of tons; MCabz=Millions of heads; MMl=Millions of liters; MMU=Millions of units
Source: Constructed from “Principales Indicadores del Sector Agropecuario” ONE 2002–2009.



12



13

CuBan AGriculture and NecessarY TransFormations



14

WOODROW WILSON CENTER UPDATE ON THE AMERICAS

Table 11: Participation of Private Producers (CCS and Private) in Domestic  
Food Production 2008

Agricultural products % Livestock %

Tubers and roots 58.0 Milk production 56.0

Of which: potatoes 6.3 Average cows  
being milked 55.6

Plantains (fruit) 53.0 Total bovine livestock 50.1

Plantains (root) 54.0 Pork production 11.0

Vegetables 62.3 Total porcine livestock 58.7

Of which: tomatoes 68.9 Egg Production 1.0

garlic 86.3 Poultry meat production 7.0

onions 83.7 Sheep –goat meat 
production 59.0 

peppers 70.6

cucumber 61.5

Rice   40.0

Corn 77.3

Beans 80.5

Cacao 82.0

Citrus 13.3

Fruit 73.7
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Thousands of hectares Change Makeup (%)

2002 2007 2007–2007 2007%

00 Cuba 933,3 1 232,8 299,5 100,02007–2007

2007%

933,31 232,8299,5100,0
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