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poor. They shared a single small dwelling and had very little schooling. My father also 

had little education and never inherited any wealth.  Both were able, however, to 

achieve something extraordinary for people of their time and station: they had their own 

home, for example, and were able to put their four children in good schools and have all 

of them graduate from the best institutions of higher learning in our state. From this 

background, I see myself as part of a team born to win. My self-esteem was instilled on 
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progress). I thus formed the program’s first class along with a group of volunteer teachers, 
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officers, judging at least on the basis of those present at our meeting, not a single black 

executive was to be found. Again, our presentation of the program did not generate any 

interest in these potential contributors. The myth of racial democracy, so beneficial to 

the Brazilian white business class, is very difficult for their minds to dispel.  
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caught. Equally important is the opportunity represented by Oguntec to shape public 

policies so they are more inclusive of black youth in the sciences and technology.  

 The apparent difficulty of relying upon domestic sources of funding for 

affirmative action programs represents one of many obstacles in the path of militants 

within the black movement such as myself. Th


