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Leaders fail to care enough for the ordinary cit-
izens and preoccupy themselves with matters
that concern them and let their people down. 

We continue to have problems in the Darfur
region of Sudan, Somalia, Ivory Coast,
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Chad, and
many other corners of the African continent.
All of the conflicts can be traced to failure in
governance and responsible and accountable
management of resources, and the failure to
cultivate cultures of peace, especially engaging
in dialogue and reconciliation.

Indeed all over the world, this is often the
root cause of conflicts. Inequities, both national
and international, are largely responsible for
poverty and all its manifestations. There is
hardly any conflict in the world that is an
exception. Below the thin layer of racial and
ethnic chauvinism, religion, and politics, the
real reason for many conflicts is the struggle for
the access to and control of the limited
resources on our planet. 

A good number of African leaders have rec-
ognized the need for good governance in Africa.
This is because, despite all the resources in
Africa, development continues to lag behind
due to lack of peace and sustainable manage-
ment of resources. Corruption and mismanage-
ment of resources frustrate development and
exacerbate poverty. At the African Union lead-
ers are encouraging each other to deliberately
and consciously promote good governance and
peace and give development a chance.
Challenges are many and varied, but what is
encouraging is the commitment demonstrated
by leaders, now willing to shun conflict and
violence through peaceful resolutions. More of
them are willing to face the fact that no devel-
opment will take place in a state of conflict and
mismanagement of state affairs.

As part of this drive in Africa, I have been
invited by the Heads of States in the Central
African sub-region to be a goodwill ambassador
for the Congo Forest Ecosystem. This is not
only important to Africa but to the whole

world, especially with respect to climate
change. The forest is the second largest: only
second to the Amazon forest. Both forests, and
indeed other forests of the world, are very
important, as they serve as major carbon sinks. 

I have also been requested by the African
Union to preside over the mobilization of the
African Civil Society in order to form a
forum, which will advise the Union on how to
manage African affairs more justly and
responsibly. We all know that weak civil soci-
eties are unable to hold their leaders responsi-
ble and accountable. Therefore, strengthening
civil society would also strengthen the democ-
ratization process. A strong civil society can
also be an important vehicle for delivery of
services like health. 

One of the difficult issues we face in sustain-
able development is consumerism, especially in
the rich industrialized countries. In this case,
technological advancement can assist with the
campaign to reduce, reuse, and recycle
resources (the 3Rs). Recently while visiting
Japan, I learned of the wonderful concept of
mottainai, which not only calls for the practic-
ing of the 3Rs, but also teaches us to be grate-
ful, to not waste, and to be appreciative. This


