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programs in addition to what the national government
contributes. Sisulu also publicly addressed the contro-
versy over Mbeki’s questioning of the link between HIV
and AIDS earlier this year. She said that the president was
misunderstood and that he was simply calling for a com-
prehensive solution, a theme she reiterated throughout
this forum. 

Some countries have succeeded in bringing HIV/
AIDS rates down and can serve as models for other coun-
tries. Fauci said that private organizations have partnered
with the governments of Uganda and Senegal to focus on
education, testing, and condom distribution. Senegal has
implemented a comprehensive treatment program for all
sexually-transmitted diseases, including HIV/AIDS. 

Fauci noted that in the United States, the NIH
spends 12 percent of its entire budget (some $2.1 billion)
on HIV/AIDS research. Currently, 17 HIV drugs have
been approved and in use nationwide. In addition, phar-
maceutical companies have paired with government
agencies to increase availability of treatment.

Suggested Solutions
Sisulu appealed for international cooperation in

confronting the Southern African HIV/AIDS crisis. “I
want to underscore the need to increase partnerships and
collaborative action,” Sisulu said, “and to respect and
accept the fact that African countries…are doing the best
we can with the limited resources that we have. There-
fore, work with us! Work with us so that we are able to
work with our people. We, as a government, cannot
manage this pandemic on our own.” 

Sisulu added that Southern African countries oppose
additional loans to deal with HIV/AIDS because loans
only lead to more debt and dependency. She urged the
international community to assist the region in a sustain-
able way. Fauci suggested partnering nongovernmental
and governmental organizations to make HIV/AIDS
drugs deliverable and usable in developing countries.

Sisulu also emphasized the need for HIV prevention
campaigns to target men more effectively. Fauci agreed
that men should share the burden of prevention, adding
that something must be done to help change the mindset
of how men view and treat women in these countries.

Dellums suggested a Marshall Plan approach (the
1948 U.S. plan that sent billions of dollars of foreign aid
to Western Europe in the wake of World War II) to the
crisis. He proposed a large-scale public-private partner-
ship that would infuse billions of dollars into Southern
Africa to improve roads, health care, and education as
well as to provide training for program sustainability. His
plan also contains a debt forgiveness component in 
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