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About the InstItute
The United States Institute of Peace is an independent, nonpartisan 

institution established and funded by Congress. Its goals are to 
help prevent and resolve violent conflicts, promote postconflict 

peacebuilding, and increase conflict management tools, capacity, and 
intellectual capital worldwide. The Institute does this by empowering 

others with knowledge, skills, and resources, as well as by its direct 
involvement in conflict zones around the globe.
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This report examines the efforts by regional states and other 
international actors to end the Burundian cycle of violence, one 
unique in African history in having led to genocide. These peace-
making efforts were significant both because the ramifications of 
the conflict extended far beyond Burundi, and because the peace 
process involved a new approach to postconflict reconciliation. 
The circumstances within Burundi—from colonialism to monarchy 
to constitution to assassination to unfettered conflict—may have 
seemed at first glance to be little more than ancient tribal and 
cultural antagonisms unleashed in the modern world. They proved 
to be far more than that, however, and were at best difficult to 
resolve. The extended peace process took more than ten years, 
is as complex as the conflict itself, and offers a number of critical 
lessons—not least of which is a reminder that democracy has many 
viable forms and is more than simple majoritarianism.
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