
A t the recent marriage of my daughter, I
altered the traditional wish of the
father at Malagasy weddings, which is

for the couple to have 14 children: seven sons
and seven daughters. Instead, I wished the cou-
ple “to have a healthy life together and three
children.” I have also tried to change the way
everyone in my country thinks about raising
families because I have a strong personal com-
mitment to balancing population growth with
sustainable natural resources. 

In my first four years as president, I have
developed a far-reaching plan to free
Madagascar from a cycle of poverty that harms
the people and destroys the island’s rich biodi-
versity. My dream, which I call “Madagascar
Naturellement,” is that we can build a strong
economy, invest in our people, and maintain
the nation’s precious natural treasures. Family
planning lies at the heart of all of these efforts.
And here is how it all comes together.

My country’s strengths outnumber its weak-
nesses and we believe in our ability to succeed.
Potentially, we are a rich country. We have
important natural resources, a favorable cli-
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from pregnancy-related causes each year; in the
United States, only eight die. Too-frequent
births mean that children grow up without
enough to eat and in poor health. In my coun-
try, 75 out of every 1,000 infants die in their
first year of life; in your country, the figure is
6.43. Family planning could prevent 25 percent
of our infant deaths; safe water, childhood
injections, and other health interventions could
prevent most of the remaining deaths.
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