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crisis and the justifiable cause of fighting global terrorism. The danger is that by the time the fight against 
terrorism recedes, the United States and its allies may have another fight in dealing with the reversal or 
stagnation of democratic gains. Vice President Joe Biden’s pledge that the United States will continue to 
support regions of the world where democracy is threatened is critical.4 The projected increase in direct 
support for democracy, human rights, and governance from $1.92 billion in 2015 to $2.85 in 2016 by the 
United States is a welcome development.5 History has shown that democracy is more likely to lead to 
economic development in the long run; therefore the United States and the international community 
must sustain democracy promotion in Africa.

2. For African Governments
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For a more in-depth analysis of rising citizen dissatisfaction with Ghana’s democracy, see the accompanying 
Africa Program Research Paper No. 10, by Isaac Ofosu Debrah.

Isaac Ofosu Debrah served as a Southern Voices Network Scholar at the Wilson Center from September to 
November 2015. He is Assistant Project Manager for Anglophone West Africa at the Ghana Center for Democratic 
Development (CDD) in Accra, Ghana, which is a member of the Southern Voices Network.
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