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Since the end of the “wars of Yugoslav succession” in the mid-1990s, the region has 
made considerable progress toward stability, democratic transition, and  future 
association with the European Union.  Slovenia has  become a  Central European 
democracy.  Croatia is well along on that path.  Serbia seemed to mark time between the 
ouster of Milosevic in October 2000 and the assassination of Djindjic in spring 2003, but 
has now begun to overcome political paralysis and corruption.  Montenegro is ahead of 
Serbia in this regard.  Macedonia has achieved an uneasy internal compromise between 
its dominant Slav  majority and its large Albanian minority populations.  Kosovo and 
Bosnia-Herzegovina (BiH, as it is abbreviated in Bosnian) are peaceful under 
international supervision. 
 

Where do we go from here?    My purpose today is to review critically  six 
assumptions commonly made about the Western Balkans.  As I review these 
assumptions, I find myself questioning whether  continuation of present trends – more of 
the same – will result in regional stability, democracy, and inclusion in Europe.  Let us 
examine the   assumptions before continuing to accept them as the basis for the “Road 
Map” of the future. 
 
 
Shared History? 
 
A  first assumption is that  consensus is emerging in the region about the causes and 
consequences of the tragic developments of the past decade.  This is simply not the case, 
notwithstanding a number of notable projects by NGOs and governments that aim to 
foster  such  understanding.    While no side was without fault,  principal blame for the 
violence that engulfed former Yugoslavia falls on individuals and groups acting in the 
name of Serbs and Serbdom – Milosevic, Seselj, Cosic, various paramilitary forces, the 
Yugoslav Army, and many others. Yet much of Serbian society still regards itself as the 
principal victim of the vio lent breakup of Yugoslavia.  It follows that  much more effort 
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is needed to confront the past and find common truth as a basis for regional 
reconciliation.  These efforts should focus primarily but not exclusively on Serbia and the 
Serbs in BiH.  
 
 
Contribution of the Hague Tribunal?     
 
A second assumption is that the search for a shared understanding of recent history is 










