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devoid of agency, yet some women join terrorist groups out of free will. It is important to localize causes of 
female violent extremism in order to respond in a multi-dimensional manner. That allows for the application 
of a gender lens that is cognizant of the di�erences in social experiences of gender in di�erent contexts and 
how this interplays with socio-economic and political factors that drive violent extremism at the community 
level.3 If the complexity of gender is appreciated, then an understanding of why young women are involved 
in violent extremism can be safely established.

Media organizations in Kenya have played a reactive—rather than proactive—role in counterterrorism. In 
order for the media to evolve in line with contextual security and gender realities, it requires sensitization to be 
peace- and gender-literate for more meaningful and nuanced coverage of what motivates violent extremism. 
This is critical, since there can hardly be a single distinctive causal pattern in extremism and jihadi bridism that 
can be applied across the board. This is why government e�orts should now include e�orts that will allow 
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E�orts should be made to ensure this program dovetails with the National Counter-Terrorism Strategy’s 
gender strategy in order to measure levels of interaction for proper application of funding.

b. Work with mothers of jihadi brides: The United States could develop policies that will support 
improved relations between the Kenyan government and civil society groups to encourage more 
civil society organizations in Kenya to work under the “sisters without borders” program to target 
mothers whose daughters are married to al-Shabaab militants. Targeting mothers is important due 
to the supportive roles women play in family relations especially in Muslim communities. Women are 
understood to be wives and camp mothers in al-Shabaab discourses and young men are expected to 
be �ghters. Mothers are therefore the strongest link for sourcing intelligence and building community 
resilience in the absence of men, and they need government support to play this important role.5

4. For the Media

a. 




