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tatiana r. Zaharchenko, Ph.d., is a scholar in residence at the Environmental Law 
Institute (Washington, D.C.), currently on an overseas assignment in Ukraine.  The 
main research for the present study was conducted from November 2003–July 2004, 
when Zaharchenko was a research scholar with the Kennan Institute. The study was 
completed in April 2007. Additional legal instruments have been enacted in the coun-
tries addressed in this study between the time of the main research and final writing. 
This ongoing process does not alter the conclusions of the study, which focus on a spe-
cific historical period and the impact of a particular international treaty on emerging 
democracies during that period. For those interested in the further evolution of laws 
and policies of the post-Soviet states and new accomplishments of nongovernmental 
groups with regard to access to information, the websites broadly used in this  study 
may be a useful resource, as is the Aarhus Convention clearinghouse (http://aarhus-
clearinghouse.unece.org/).

The author is grateful to Sofia Plagakis for her invaluable help during the research 
for the present study. Thanks also go to the Environmental Law Institute for hosting the 
author while the final draft was completed and to its interns Emily Taylor and Nathalie 
Gilet for their assistance as necessary. 

The study focuses on 12 post-Soviet countries. It does not cover the three former 
Soviet Baltic states, which are all members of the European Union and parties to the 
Convention. Occasional references to them are intended for comparison purposes or 
are made in regard to their Soviet period. Estonia was a party to the Convention when 
it took effect, while Lithuania and Latvia were merely signatories. These two countries 
ratified the Convention in January and June 2002, respectively.














































































































