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The need to improve border-crossing infrastructure to facilitate trade was a widely
agreed upon theme throughout the conference. In response to a question about a
potential “Port of the Future,” Juan Villa, Program Manager for Economics, Trade, and
Logistics of the Texas Transportation Institute at Texas A&M University, stated that
there is ample interest in pursuing the project, and that, given the continual
development of new technologies, the “Port of the Future” should be built as a bridge,
in order to make it as flexible and adaptable as possible. Daniel Covarrubias, Director
of the Texas Center for Border Economic and Enterprise Development at TAMIU,
added that the construction of a “Port of the Future” is certainly a possibility, but it
must be tested on a port of entry that has less traffic than the others, and if successful,
could be implemented at larger ports of entry. Earlier this year, the 2023 Brownsville
Round Table discussed that policy changes, when not aligned with operational needs
at different ports of entry, can exacerbate existing challenges. The volatility of policies
at border crossings has prompted a commercial response, with increased inventory
levels and associated costs, placing strain on supply chains.

Lance Jungmeyer, Board Chair of BTA and President of Fresh Produce Association of
the Americas inquired about the possibility of developing closed, refrigerated
inspection points for produce. Rachel Poynter, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State,
responded by sharing that a binational conversation is needed to identify what the
needs are on either side of the border to ensure that the standards are at De aʀ ʀ h or o@ lof rľDea ohy яo  a  R“  commented on the complex presidenti al peȾ t
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Brad Grantz, Staff Director for Senator Ted Cruz, the Ranking Member of the
Commerce Committee, emphasized the Senator’s focus on addressing the
construction of bridges in Laredo, Eagle Pass, and other Texas communities. He
mentioned that the Senator’s team is working to resolve the delays in obtaining
presidential permits required for these projects under the International Bridge Act of
1972. He explained that the unique situation in Texas involves crossings on mostly
privately-owned land across a water border, which differs from land crossings
controlled by the General Services Administration in other states. While decisions in
states like California or New Mexico are made expeditiously without extensive
environmental assessments, Texas faces lengthier and more burdensome
requirements. He noted that obtaining environmental assessments under the
National Environmental Policy Act could take years, even for the expansion of existing
bridges. Grantz mentioned the previous administration's executive order that
provided a process for the State Department to issȾ xre ʒp e d ľvs.dg Dņ ehona
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Juan Villa and Daniel Covarrubias emphasized the importance of workforce
development and training in exponential technologies, especially fo





Several innovative solutions that emerged in response to the pandemic were
identified. Joaquin Spamer, President of Commodities Integrated Logistics, noted that
businesses have turned to e- commerce and online platforms such as e-Trade and
Amazon to adapt to the evolving landscape. Additionally, Kenia Zamarripa, Executive
Director of International Business Affairs at the San Diego Regional Chamber, stressed
the importance of improving innovative technologies like biometrics to reduce border
wait times.

While many speakers agreed that AI and new technologies could facilitate trade at
the border, Amanda Blunt of General


