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Women face signiycant challenges in a time of
climate change, and thg also plag akeg role

in helping to na igate the o erall ESitL,‘ati}OH that
results from these issyes. This is especial{ trye
for Palestinian ho siffer from special
economic conditions and a political sityation
that creates climate impacts in the West Bank.

omen,

Palestinian  omen often ..nd themsel es at the
center of the fallout from climate crises. Thg

pla acentral role ina areness of the problém,
rationali.ation of consymption, en ironmental
protection, and resoyrce management ithin
thei[’socie;\ .Yet, justas omen in the region
are e pected to change the beha ior of their

families in order to preser. e natural resourc-
es and confront the phenomenon of climate
change, manp social, economic and political
factors impeae them from doing so.

This stud il focys on an important guestion:
What is the en ironmental a areness of Pales-
tinian  omen in marginali-ed areas, especial
those holi e in remote communities? It also
ill present an ana| sis of the capabilities of Pal-
estinian  omen in édministrati e and societal
decision-making in the face of spatial change.
This ana| sis ill meastre Palestinian  omen'’s
Capabiliti}es in en ironmental management in

Welnvvf"% sing climate impacts, as
Center




ell as to articylate both the challenges thg
face and the realif of seeking gender jp\stiée in
marginali-.ed areas. This stuq  illalsolg oyt
the agrig:’HItHraI practices relied Lpon b " om-
en and e amine the problem of en ironmﬁntal
edycation in the face of climate change, e ist-
ing agricytural patterns, and modern practic-
ater resoyrce managgment and
en ironmental edycation in the conte t of the
fami| .

es including

This ang sis relies ypon e idence of the spatial
distribL\ti)on associated ith the effects of
climate change and omen’'s a areness, car
tographic distribution of the effects of climate
change in the stud area, and spatial distribytion
maps of en ironmental a areness measyres
for Palestinian  omen. In addition, this stvq in-
clydes data from..eld_ isits and inter ie s " ith
omen in the region especialf hoise i es,

)

communit  omen, and stakeholders. Inter-

_ie s ith legal personalities and go ernment
ofcials are also included. A guestionnaire  as
also distributed to 500  omen for comparison

ith the resu|ts of a pre ioys stuq .

One goal of this  ork is to sLggest g s to
achie e fairness and equit in access to re-
soyrces. It also seeks to enhance the role

of ~omen in redycing the impact of climate
change, redyce the spread of pollutants, and ac-
ti ate policies to help them do so. Ang| -ing the
en ironmental a areness of Palestinian  omen
and strengthening their role in protecting the
en ironment and redycing en ironmental polly-
tion (both in marginali.ed areas and else here)

is essential, as ell as strengthening their role

in communit en ironmental education.

The stuq area for this  ork is represented in
the Palestinian areas classired (C) in the West
Bank. These areas constitute 61% of the total
area of the West Bank (Figure 1) and are ynder
Israeli administrati e and securit control. The
responsibilif of the Palestinian Atﬂthori; here
is to pra ide other ser ices including édgca—
tion and medical ser. ices. The percentage of

omen in this region is about 49.3% of the
population, and  omen in these areas siffer
from marginali.ation in all respects.
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soynd en ironment that is free from disease
and negati e en ironmental phenomena in-
clyding en ironmental pollutants of ag  kind.2
Women also plg arole as acti e stratégic
partners in bu\il&ing, de eloping, and creat-
ing sustainable § stems in marginali-ed and
non—marginaIiLed} areas in the West Bank.

Assessing Environmental Awareness
Among Palestinian Women

The role that
_alyes of en ironmental'secu\rix , preser ing

omen plg in promoting the
the en ironment from aste and pollytion,
confronting climate change, and spreading the
culture of en ironmental a areness in some;

is an edycational and de elopmental role pare - Yet, oy project syt & found that despite their

high educational le el, Palestinian omen still
sy ffer from marginali.ation. This is especial
true in speci,c geographical areas. The stu‘d
determined that the percentage of ‘
ho hold a bachelor’s degree reached 44.2%
(Figyre 2). Ho e er, as a signi;cant percentage
of these omen remain ithout ork outside
the home, IargeJ\ as a resu|t of poor economic

conditions and per. asi el high ynemplg ment.

cellence. Palestinian  omen contribyte to their
soue; in so man
edbcators and achentlc partners. Th@ repre-
sent half of societ in both ork and prodl,\c—

tion, and the are anin ‘L\ential and effecti e

g s:as mothers, teachers,

omen

social force in guiding public opinion and the
attittdes of communit members."

Women also bear responsibilit  for raising and
preparing, oung people in a héalth , social, and
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Education level !
Va’ ,afim

R 4. P £ P £ Y
llliterate 12 2.4 24 2.4
Up to ST th grade 22 4.4 4.4 6.8
Up to the tenth grade 67 13.4 13.4 20.2
Valid Seconda(\ 127 254 254 45.6
Tertia(\ 221 44.2 44.2 89.8
Postgradiate 51 10.2 10.2 100.0
I a, 500 100.0 100.0
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In addition, the percentage of Palestinian omen in marginali.ed areas ith kno ledge of the issue
of climate change reached a total of 44%, hile 56.2% of Palestinian omen in marginali.ed areas
kno nothing about the phenomenon.

Yes 219 43.8 43.8 43.8
Valid No 281 56.2 56.2 100.0
I a 500 100.0 100.0
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No
B Yes

Efforts to raise the a areness of omen and girls’ rights should be intensized, including through
social media campaigns, and communit and school-based campaigns. This is especiall true since
the stud sample sho ed that the peroéntage choosing social media as a soyrce of kno ledge in
the ‘;,.eld: of climate change is aboit 40% (Table 3).

Social media 200 40.0 40.0 40.0
Uni ersit
ed catioh 190 38.0 38.0 78.0
Scientixc

valid reslearL:R 28 5.6 5.6 83.6
TV 41 8.2 8.2 91.8
Internet articles 41 8.2 8.2 100.0
I a, 500 100.0 100.0
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First Person Accounts of Environ-
mental Awareness
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Mrs. Samia Al-Tal is a commyunit acti ist and
director ofa omen’s association in the south-
ern West Bank. She sg s that Palestinian
omen, despite the téchnological de elopment
inthe orld, ha e the capabilities to build a
safe societ and en ironmental edication in the
face of climate change. Butasa oman, | still
face the challenges of societ and its customs,
and these factors still affect the role of omen
in protecting the en ironment just as ear|
marriage great| affects the role of omen
in protecting the en ironment from climate
change. Bisan Samamreh, a ci il engineer ob-

ser es that: The political differences bet een

Lax. BS1 CcH a- % a

the Palestinian and Israeli side in the marginal-
i—ed areas, especial| classired (C), are the main
reason for limiting the de elopment of omen's
en ironmental a areness in these areas. Global
peace and stabili;‘ must spread among the’
peoples of the orld in order for them to [e ist].
Women are the main part in facing this danger
[of climate change] .

Regarding the decline in the role of home
en ironmental edycation for Palestinian  om-
en, sociologist Manar Myhammad noted that
The spread of Lnemplq ment and domestic
_ iolence is one of the main reasons that af-
fect the strengthening of the role of omen
in en ironmental protection, and the lack of
home gardens is die to the concentration of
omen in the..eld of edycation. . If e ant
to achie e social justice for omen in the..eld
of facing climate change, e must eliminate
the phenomenon of u\nemplq ment and political
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omen and their participation on an equal basis

ith men in decision-making related to  ater
and en ironmental policies is essential. Prog-
ress to ard this goal contributes to enabling
achie ing sistainable de elopment goals in-
cluding SDG 6, SDG 5 (on  omen), and other
de elopment goals.

Life in the Palestinian Territories is dependent

ypon ater, and for this reason, the Palestinian
Water Authorit
its strateg and implementation plan. Meastres
ha e been prepared to integrate gender equalit
into the  ater sector ith the aim of stimy/at- }
ing the acti ation of
planning, implementation, follo -up and e alya-
tion of the

as keen to include gender in

omen’s participation in

ater sector management.7

An added incenti e to empo er omen in

ital sectors, especialj the ater sector, is the
gro ing interest of the international communit
in gender issyes. The gro ing efforts i the \

Palestinian go ernment to integrgte omen in

_ arioys sectors as  ell as the e istence of

speciali.ed ins&i‘tgtions that can be v sed to do
so inthisconte t ha eledtoagro inglocal
a areness of the concept and role of omen in

the ater sector.®

\Let despite gro ing attention and attempts to
e pand the role of
in confronting climate change are men. It is
especial surprising that Palestinian

omen, 70% of the leaders

omen
leaders éonstitu\te on{ about 30% in this .eld
hen, oy, take into a}ccognt that Palestinian
omen are among the most edycated omen
in the MENA region. For instance, the illiterag
rate among Palestinian  omen dropped to 15%
in 2022. The leap in the edcational statys of
Palestinian omen is clear; in 1997 the illiterag
as about 15%. \

rate for Palestinian omen

The higher le el of education among  omen
contribytes to enhancing their role in adminis-
trati e and communit decision-making in facing
climate change.® }

Inan inter ie condycted for this research,
Akram Ham.a, Mg or of Al-Dahria l\/Il,\niCipaIiI; ,
said that  omen’ orking in the engineering:
department and de elopment projects manage-
ment constitute the main part of the municipali-
t 's ork.The engineering department is led Q
a oman. Thisre ‘ects the de elopment in the
leadership role of Palestinian
ginali-ed areas. But there are differences. The
political situation in the region and the state of
economic instabilif great| affects the acti a-
tion of the role of Palestinian

omen in mar-

omen.

Women's Agricultural Practices and
Environmental Education

Astyq prepared for the Palestinian Economic
Poli¢ Research Institute (MAS, 2016) re ealed
that 87% of orking hours in agricy/ture are per-
formed by hile their prodyction equals
about 70% of the food consymed b societ\ .
This anal sis recommended impra ing omen’s
status as a condition for impra ing the status

of the agricultyral sector in general as ell as
achie ing a minimym le el of food securit .

omen,

While the stud highlights the prominent role of
omen in the ’agriCL‘ItL,\ral sector in terms of the
_ olyme of
sices that thg enjq fe bene.ts, pri ileges,
and rights. For insténce, there is a signicant
gap in
pecial| land. Women are depri ed (at a total of
72%) of their rights in the husband’s inheritance
for orkers in_ egetable prodyction. Finance is
also a concern. Fyl{ 100% of omen orking
in li estock and 88% of

ork and production, it also empha-

omen'’s possession of resovrces, es-

omen orking in the
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agricyltural sector depend on self-nancing.
On| 10% benest from.,nancing from micro-
credit institytions, and on| 2% get loans from
banks.™ 1

In recent, ears, some._ oices ha e emphasi.ed
the need to empo er omen in the agricyltural
labor market iy sypporting and.,nancing pri ate
agricyltural préjeots syper ised and managed

k different segments of Palestinian omen as
5art of ci il programs af.liated ith ci il societ
institytions.™ Calls to adopt sich an approach }
are rooted in an apparent eakness in Pales-
tinian omen’s abilif to penetrate the orld

of agricy/tyral bl,\sinéss, hethergt,\e to the
limited accymulation of practical e perience.

The agricytyral sector offers poor prospects

for Palestinian  omen. Althorgh the le el of

female edycation is high, on{ 18% ha e access

to job opportunities. E en mbre dismal is that

the majorif of omen orking in agricyltyre

( ho nu\mber about 40 thoysand) do not recei e
ages. It is especial| disconcerting becaise

87% of agricultural }orkers are omen."”

Mapping the Distribution Climate
Change Awareness Among Women

The areas in the north of the West Bank ha e

lo en ironmentala areness. The primag

reason is the impact of political difference}s, as
ell as the lack of political stabilif bet een the

Palestinian and Israeli sides. This }sitt,\ation has

greau affected the QL\8|II of fertile agricy/tural

lands in the north of the West Bank. (Figyre 5)

It also means that farmers mo ea g from

their lands. This is especial| problemlatic be-

caise it means omen’s interest in agricultyral
ork is declining in one of the regions ith the

most omen orking in that sector.”™ In the
southern region of the West Bank, the decline
in rainfall and desert encroachment, and the
impact of customs and traditions on  omen’'s
ork in the en ironmental ..eld, ha e affected
the leadership role of omen in protecting the
en ironment and confronting climate change.™

[ /
F{%“e 5: Cnu*aﬁa 4: — E“" 4 } A,
av‘(a‘: A as 4;_* L W, Ba_ !
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Creating More Climate Awareness
and Equality for Palestinian Women

Indi idual beha ioral patterns are one of the ke
challenges in preser ing the sistainabilit - of the
en ironment and limiting the effects of climate
change in the West Bank. Women can plg an
important role in achie ing that SL‘stainabili;
throygh their daij practices inside and OL,:'[Side
the famy . En ironmental aareness on the
part of ‘omen enables them to make soynd

en ironmental decisions, including by ing

The lack of fynding to sypport modern agricu-
tyral practices and the lack of societal, de el-
opmental, and applied acti ities to redice the
phenomenon of climate change in marginali.ed
areas in the West Bank is also a problem. It has
led to limiting the interaction bet een Palestin-
ian omen and a hurdle to strengthening their
leadership role in confronting climate change.

The political and administrati e instabilif of
the areas classired (C) in the West Bank also
has redyced the role of Palestjpian omen in
the agricultyral sector. It also e acerbates the
impacts of the rise and change in temperature,
the deterioration of agricyltural soil, and the de-
crease in green spaces. En ironmental justice
in these areas is none istent, and no aspect of
en ironmental justice is applied in the region.

The conclysions of this stud are that there
must be a greater commitment to achie e

en ironmental justice in the region and redyce
political disagreements. There also is a need for
ith the Pal-
estinian side to raise the le el of en ironmental

greater international cooperation

a areness. Local and international institL,\tions
must further acti ate omen's role in confront-
ing climate change in the Palestinian Territories.
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