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Legacy of the Pacific War: 75 years Later2

the American and Soviet areas of occupation. 
Without consulting any experts on Korea—let 
alone Koreans themselves—they selected the 38th 
parallel primarily because it would keep the capital 
Seoul under American control. U.S. forces did not 
arrive until early September, but the division of the 
peninsula went mostly to plan.

Although the two great powers had previously 
agreed that their occupations would be temporary 






