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the American and Soviet areas of occupation. 
Without consulting any experts on Korea—let 
alone Koreans themselves—they selected the 38th 
parallel primarily because it would keep the capital 
Seoul under American control. U.S. forces did not 
arrive until early September, but the division of the 
peninsula went mostly to plan.

Although the two great powers had previously 
agreed that their occupations would be temporary 
and that Korea would eventually decide on its own 
political future, both sides remained. For all intents 
and purposes, this marked the true beginning 
of the Cold War in Asia—long before it was 
recognized in Europe. Despite past commitments 
to conduct free elections across Korea, the 
Soviets held their own election in August 1948. 
However, the ballot only allowed voters to select 
the communists. Kim Il-sung was subsequently 
selected by Moscow to lead the newly-established 
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Due to the underdevelopment of regional 
ties, nationalism survived strongly. Especially 
after the end of the Cold War, when the sense 
of immediate threat from the socialist bloc 
weakened, nationalism in South Korea and Japan 
reemerged to the surface. South Korean victims 
pursued the goal of recovering self-esteem and 
restoring respect that had been sacrificed during 
the colonial period. They began to reinterpret the 
relationship between the aggressor and the victim. 
In Japan, voices calling for the resurrection of 
national pride and self-esteem grew in the form 
of denying its disgraceful history during the war 
and colonial era. These two different stands of 
history revisionism in South Korea and Japan are 
constantly colliding each other without the chance 
of finding a reasonable compromise solution 
between the two. 

The memory of the Pacific War is diminishing as 
time goes by. However, the structures established 
in East Asia after the Pacific War have not faded 
away. On the contrary, how to conserve and 
preserve the successful legacy of ending the 
Pacific War remains a daunting challenge in the 
region. The division of the Korean peninsula may 
not necessarily be an uncomfortable reality for 
surrounding countries, but the divided two Koreas 
remains an insurmountable and ever-present 
burden for Korean themselves. How to dismantle 
the Cold War structure on the Korean peninsula 
and establish a structure of peace and cooperation 
remains a never-ending challenge for the two 
Koreas. U.S. security presence in East Asia still 
serves as a cornerstone of peace and stability in 
the entire region. 

President Trump, based on a transactional 
approach to the alliance, sometimes raises doubts 
as to the continuation of the allied partnership of 
the present form. However, the real value of the 
alliance cannot be quantified by dollars and cents 

alone. Much more important is the value of trust 
and a commitment to co-defend democratic and 
market systems. How to overcome unnecessary 
rifts between the United States and its two East 
Asian allies remains a challenge. In addition, the 
burden of history between Japan and South 
Korea may remain a challenge in coming years. 
History and identity issues are not all that matters 
in furthering relations. Nevertheless, bypassing 
the issue is hardly an ideal path. South Korea and 
Japan should make utmost efforts to handle the 
burden of history from a strategic angle while also 
acknowledging the sensitivities of national pride 
and identity. Splitting the two U.S. allies because 
of historical and territorial controversies does not 
serve the interests of either country, nor does 
it serve the interests of the United States. The 
legacies of the Pacific War should be properly 
preserved while daunting challenges that still 
remain should be acknowledged, overcome, and 
upgraded in their importance to the future. 
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