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Legacy of the Pacific War: 75 Years later2

popular term for the Holocaust. Chinese know 
about Hitler’s death camps, of course, but there is 
no one word in Chinese for the most searing 20th 
century event in the Western Hemisphere.

China’s Story
That China should be wholly focused on its own 
experience rather than region-wide concerns 
is easy to understand. Aspects of China’s war 
narrative are contested and evolving. Chinese 
historians debate, for example, the relative 
burdens borne by Chiang Kai Shek’s Nationalist 
Army, which did most of the fighting, winning, 
and losing, and the Communist Party’s Eighth 
Route Army, a force that conducted guerilla 
actions under the Nationalist flag. In recent years, 
China’s Communist Party historians have been 
increasingly willing to admit that Chiang fought to 
defend the Motherland—a welcome concession 
after four decades of giving all the credit to Mao 
Zedong and Zhu De. 

What is not contested though, in Beijing or Taipei, 
is that for 14 years, the last five of which overlap 
with what Westerners call the War in the Pacific, 
China was the victim of a brutal Japanese invasion 
and that the War Against Japan was the horrific 
culmination of nearly a century in which China was 
repeatedly defeated, humiliated, and exploited by 
Japan, European powers, Russia, and the United 
States. This historic trauma—an incurable ego 
wound for one of the world’s great civilizations—
ended when Japan surrendered on the deck of the 
USS Missouri. Bataan, Midway, and Okinawa don’t 
enter into it. It is China’s story.

Even when China celebrates the end of the war 
in an international context, it rejects international 
phraseology. On September 3, 2015, Chinese 
Communist Party General Secretary Xi Jinping 






