




and Blue Dot Network are billed as alternatives to the Belt and Road 
Initiative), the US should build on its traditional strengths in supporting 
local actors in host states who are promoting rule of law. In fact, the US 
should not blunt its rule of law and democratization edge; the message 
needs to be communicated both more decisively and more broadly.



critical. Problem-based approaches should supersede mere technical 
programming. One dimension of the problem-based approach is being 
more actively part of local knowledge production about China’s footprint 
in-country. As to the latter (domestic innovation), members of the legal 
industry in the US have not yet su�ciently tapped the deep symbolic 
capital of US legal institutions to build connections with partner states, 
for example, through dispute resolution networks. In short, the US can 
learn from what China is doing without following its agenda.

Chapter 2: 

State-level US-China Relations at the Crossroads: 
Predicaments and Prospects for Subnational Engagement
Kyle A. Jaros

Abstract:
�e subnational level of the US-China relationship has become increasingly 
important but remains poorly understood. Over the past several decades, 
many US states have engaged extensively with Chinese o�cial counterparts 
to promote economic development, educational cooperation, and cultural 
exchange. Once routine, these forms of subnational interaction with China 
have attracted fresh scrutiny and grown politically fraught amid worsening 
US-China relations. In this essay, I examine the stakes of state-level engage-
ment with China and the challenges that have arisen as low politics and 
high politics blur together, considering the dual risks for US states of unbal-
anced engagement and radical recoil. To better understand how states are 
navigating a rapidly changing US-China relationship, I carry out a detailed 
case study of Indiana-China interaction while also exploring broader na-
tionwide trends. �rough this analysis, I develop insights into the drivers of 
both historical moderation and recent volatility in state-level relations with 
China, and I distill lessons and recommendations for policymakers at both 
the state and federal level. 
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that engagement has served American interests quite well. During the 1970s, 
American o�cials and the broader foreign policy public forged a new percep-
tion of China as a “frustrated modernizer.” �e priority of China was not to 
spread communism abroad but to turn the country into a �rst-class indus-
trial power. However, China failed to modernize under communism, with 
the Sino-Soviet split further threatening China’s national security. America’s 
engagement policy was conceived as a realistic response to those changes. 
Engagement successfully turned China into America’s tacit partner against 





new Cold War aimed at containing China cannot work, given the high 
degree of China’s integration into the world. Plus, few nations are willing 
to choose side between America and China. A shooting war between the 
two nations is unimaginable. 

Chapter 4 

Scaling Up and Going Out:  
The Politics of Chinese Agribusiness Development
Kristen E. Looney

Abstract:
�is paper investigates the politics of Chinese agribusinesses “scaling up” 
production domestically and “going out” to make investments globally. It 
addresses the following questions: What are the key drivers behind the tran-
sition from smallholder farming to industrial-scale agriculture in China? 
What are the domestic and global implications of this transition? �e paper 
argues that the development of dragon head enterprises, or large-scale, agro-
industrial �rms, lies at the heart of China’s recent agricultural moderniza-
tion e�orts, that the factors driving their development are irreversible, and 
that US �rms will face tough competition with them both within China 
and globally. Given the economic importance US-China agricultural rela-
tions and the two countries’ shared interest in promoting global food se-



l �e factors driving dragon head development are irreversible. On
the domestic side, the shi� from smallholder to industrial farming is
tied to shi�s in the rural economy, changes in urban consumption,
concerns about food safety, and promises of food self-su�ciency. On the
international side, outbound agricultural investments are intended to
mitigate global food supply risks, to improve �rm competitiveness, and to
help the Chinese state project political power.

l �e idea that China is taking over America’s farmland and food supply
is more myth than reality. �e United States is not a major target of
Chinese agribusiness activity, which means that recent e�orts to ban
investment are unnecessarily pushing Chinese �rms toward other





compared to his recent predecessors he is likely to be less susceptible to 
pressure from PLA o�cers to ratchet up (or down) con�ict. Moreover, 
the composition of the new Central Military Commission (CMC) 
should not be seen as a signal that Xi intends to go to war soon. Policy 
Implication: When assessing PRC behavior in the Taiwan Straits, United 
State military and civilian o�cials should not view Taiwan as a likely 
wedge issue in Chinese elite politics. Leaders should continue to seek 
military-to-military exchanges and con�ict de-escalation hotlines, even if 
these e�orts are rebu�ed.

Chapter 6 

Lending Tree: The Motives Behind and Implications of 
Chinese Bank Branch Growth in Foreign Markets
Daniel McDowell

Abstract:
China’s four largest banks are setting up shop abroad. In 2020, these banks 
actively managed over 500 foreign brick-and-mortar locations, up from fewer 
than 100 in 2007. What is behind the international expansion of China’s state-
owned banks? What economic motives are driving these banks to “go out” and 











their interests. �rough case studies of Indonesia, Vietnam, and Cambodia, 
this paper analyzes how these states implement hedging strategies through 
selective partnership with China and the Western legal order, deliberate mul-
tilateralism, and pursuit of new legal innovations. Taken together, the legal 
strategies of Southeast Asian states suggest a robust, highly functional re-
gional model that merit careful study. Importantly, they also demonstrate a 
subtle use of law and policies unique to Asian regionalism that does not cater 
to either the Washington Consensus or the Beijing Consensus but aims to 
selectively cooperate with both.

Policy Implications and Key Takeaways 

1. “Legal hedging” is a prominent strategy used by Southeast Asian states 
to both enmesh and resist China’s in�uence. By combining strategies of 
power acceptance and power rejection, Indonesia, Vietnam, and Cambodia 
each attempt to capture the bene�ts of the deeply enmeshed economic ties 
with China while simultaneously hedge the risk of Chinese ambition. As 



participation and innovation in tandem with the region’s economic 
rise. As such, opportunities exist for the United States to align 
its interests with Southeast Asian countries in supporting the 
revitalization of the region’s economic and geopolitical rise, as an 
e�ective form of strategic competition with the PRC.

b. Second, to be e�ective, the United States’ engagement with Southeast 



d. Fourth and �nally, Southeast Asian states should be recognized on 
their own strength—that is, not just as a region to be won over, but 
as important international actors with signi�cant experience on 
how to construct consensus and manage great-power con�icts. As 
is the ASEAN Way, Southeast Asia’s method is careful, sometimes 
ambiguous, and particularly sensitive to the reality of power 
disparity—a stark contrast to the narrative of democracy-versus-
autocracy dichotomy. As with any model, while such a method may 
not transplant well to other contexts, it can at least o�er valuable 
lessons to other countries, the United States included, in a new era of 
strategic dealings with China. 

Chapter 9 

Transnational Civil Society and Authoritarian 







security of grantees and enable INGOs to have the �exibility to respond 
to emergency situations. Funders should also consider widening the scope 





Chapter 11 

Ecological Civilization Goes Global: China’s Green Soft 
Power and South-South Environmental Initiatives
Jesse Rodenbiker

Abstract:
China’s involvement in Global South environmental and development issues 
is reshaping 21st century environmental governance. �is report examines 
China’s green so� power through multilateral and bilateral environmental 
initiatives and exchanges. It draws on interviews and �eldwork conducted 
during the COP-15 UN Convention on Biological Diversity and in Southeast 
Asia on environmental exchanges with China-based organizations. �e report 









Hong Kong’s democracy movement, which began in earnest during the co-



Chapter 14 

The Innovation Race: US-China Science and Technology 
Competition and the Quantum Revolution
Brandon Kirk Williams

Abstract: 
Technology competition is the fundamental driver of long-term US-China 





regulators approach the market, sometimes with devastating consequences. In a 
moment where bilateral regulatory mistrust threatens to dismantle many of the 
�nancial ties built-up over the last three decades, understanding the mindset of 








